January 15, 2002

The Honorable Howard Dean, M.D.
Governor of Vermont

Pavilion Office Building

109 State Street

Montpelier, Vermont 05609

Dear Governor Dean:

| am writing on behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) to inform you
of the NRC’s program to supply potassium iodide (KI) to requesting States. The details of the
program’s availability and supporting guidance have been provided by letter to Vermont's NRC
State Liaison Officer, Ms. Christine Salembier, on December 20, 2001. This letter is intended
to provide some background and to bring you up to date on the NRC'’s activities related to Kl as
Vermont proceeds with any Kl-related decisions. Letters similar to this are being sent to the
Governors of each State having nuclear power plants within or near its borders. In addition, this
letter responds to your letter to me dated November 29, 2001 concerning KI.

The NRC has found that Kl is a reasonable, prudent, and inexpensive supplement to
evacuation and sheltering for specific local conditions. Kl can effectively block the uptake of
radioactive iodine in the thyroid gland, thus reducing the risk of future development of a
radiation-induced thyroid cancer. Kl should be administered before or immediately coincident
with the exposure to radioactive iodine, although KI may still have a substantial protective effect
even if taken 3 or 4 hours after exposure. Kl is not an effective treatment for radionuclides
other than iodine, nor does it protect the whole body or organs other than the thyroid from
health effects associated with radiation exposure. Nonetheless, protection of the thyroid from
radioactive iodine can be an important supplement to evacuation and sheltering in the response
to incidents at nuclear power plants that involve the release of radioactive iodine.

In January 2001, the NRC issued a regulation to require that States consider including
the use of Kl prophylaxis as a protective measure for the general public within the 10-mile
emergency planning zone (EPZ) around nuclear power plants, to supplement sheltering and
evacuation in the event of a nuclear power plant accident. Kl prophylaxis has previously been
recommended for emergency workers and institutionalized populations (e.g., in hospitals or
prisons), which would be among the last to be evacuated. Because the off-site response to
reactor-related incidents is dependent on State emergency response capability, it is important
for States to make an informed decision as to whether to incorporate Kl in the range of
protective measures for the general public.

As explained in the letter to the State Liaison Officer, the NRC, in coordination with the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA), has developed a means to provide Kl to States. The NRC has allocated $800,000 to



-
purchase an initial supply of two Kl tablets per person in the 10-mile EPZ, that could be
supplied directly to States, upon written request. In light of the fact that the NRC’s resources
for this purpose are limited, we are planning to provide Kl on a first-come, first-served basis.
We thus encourage States to begin their processes for considering the use of KI promptly.

We would be happy to discuss these issues with you.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Richard A. Meserve

CC: Ms. Christine Salembier
NRC State Liaison Officer for Vermont



Similar letters sent to:

The Honorable Jeanne Shaheen
Governor of New Hampshire
State House, Room 208
Concord, New Hampshire 03301

The Honorable John Rowland
Governor of Connecticut

210 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, Connecticut 06106

The Honorable Howard Dean, M.D.
Governor of Vermont

Pavilion Office Building

109 State Street

Montpelier, Vermont 05609

The Honorable George E. Pataki
Governor of New York

State Capitol

Albany, New York 12224

The Honorable Jim McGreevey
Governor of New Jersey

125 West State Street

P.O. Box 001

Trenton, New Jersey 08625

The Honorable Mark Schweiker
Governor of Pennsylvania
225 Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120

The Honorable Ruth Ann Minner
Governor of Delaware

Tatnall Building

William Penn Street

Dover, Delaware 19901

The Honorable Mark Warner
Governor of Virginia

State Capitol

Richmond, Virginia 23219

The Honorable Michael F. Easley
Governor of North Carolina

State Capitol, 116 West Jones Street
Raleigh, North Carolina 27603-8001

The Honorable Jim Hodges
Governor of South Carolina
P.O. Box 11369

Columbia, South Carolina 29211

The Honorable Roy Barnes
Governor of Georgia

203 State Capitol

Atlanta, Georgia 30334

The Honorable Jeb Bush
Governor of Florida

The Capitol

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0001

The Honorable Robert E. Wise, Jr.
Governor of West Virginia

State Capitol Complex

Charleston, West Virginia 25305-0370

The Honorable Ronnie Musgrove
Governor of Mississippi

P.O. Box 139

Jackson, Mississippi 39205

The Honorable Don Sundquist
Governor of Tennessee

State Capitol

Nashville, Tennessee 37243-0001

The Honorable Don Siegelman
Governor of Alabama

State Capitol, 600 Dexter Avenue
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-2751

The Honorable Bob Taft
Governor of Ohio

77 South High Street, 30" Floor
Columbus, Ohio 43266-0601

The Honorable Bob Holden
Governor of Missouri

State Capitol, Room 216
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

The Honorable Tom Vilsack
Governor of lowa

State Capitol

Des Moines, lowa 50319-0001



The Honorable George H. Ryan
Governor of lllinois

State Capitol

207 State House

Springfield, lllinois 62706

The Honorable Jesse Ventura
Governor of Minnesota

130 State Capitol

75 Constitution Avenue

St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

The Honorable John Engler
Governor of Michigan

P.O. Box 30013

Lansing, Michigan 48909

The Honorable Scott McCallum
Governor of Wisconsin

State Capitol, P.O. Box 7863
Madison, Wisconsin 53707

The Honorable Jane Dee Hull
Governor of Arizona

State Capitol, 1700 West Washington
Phoenix, Arizona 85007

The Honorable Mike Huckabee
Governor of Arkansas

250 State Capitol

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

The Honorable Gray Davis
Governor of California

State Capitol

Sacramento, California 95814

The Honorable Bill Graves
Governor of Kansas

State Capitol, Second Floor
Topeka, Kansas 66612-1590

The Honorable M.J. “Mike” Foster, Jr.
Governor of Louisiana

P.O. Box 94004

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9004

The Honorable Mike Johanns
Governor of Nebraska

P.O. Box 94848

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4848

The Honorable Rick Perry
Governor of Texas

P.O. Box 12428

Austin, Texas 78711

The Honorable Gary Locke
Governor of Washington

P.O. Box 40002, Legislative Building
Olympia, Washington 98504-0002



