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16. ABSTRACT (Limit to 1400 spaces, i.e., approximately 15 single-spaced typewritten lines)

On September 28, 2001 a contractor employee was granted temporary access authorization to the protected 
area after the requirements of 1 OCFR73.56 were satisfied. The temporary access authorization, in this case, 

did not allow entry into vital plant areas. On October 18, 2001, at approximately 1510 hours, investigation 

revealed that the contractor employee had failed to disclose adverse information in the background check 

process. Upon discovery, the contractor employee's unescorted access was immediately suspended. The 

adverse information was developed as the full background check was in progress subsequent to temporary 

access authorization being granted on September 28, 2001. If this information was known at the time 
temporary access authorization was being evaluated, the request for unescorted access would have been 
denied. The incident was reported to the NRC on October 18, 2001, in accordance with 10CFR73.71(b)(1).
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Initial Plant Conditions 

Mode 1 

Reactor Power 100 percent 

Description of the Event 

On September 28, 2001, after the requirements of 1OCFR73.56 were satisfied in accordance with NRC 

Regulatory Guide 5.66, "Access Authorization Program for Nuclear Power Plants," dated June 1991, 

temporary access authorization was granted to a contractor employee based on the personal history and 

employment information that he provided when requesting unescorted access to Fermi 2. Based on NRC 

threat advisories to limit access to personnel with temporary clearances, and NEI guidance for Enhanced 

Security Access Controls Model (category 6), this employee was granted unescorted access to the protected 

area only.  

On October 18, 2001, as the full background check was in progress, information was developed from a former 

employer that the contractor employee had tested positive for illegal drugs within the last 5 years. The 

company involved was not related to the nuclear power industry, therefore this adverse information did not 

appear on the Personnel Access Data System (PADS). The employee was contacted for an interview about 

these findings. His unescorted access was suspended at 1435 hours on October 18, 2001 pending completion 

of the interview. The employee was interviewed about the adverse information and admitted to withholding 

information about the positive drug test when requesting unescorted access. Upon further questioning, the 

employee stated that he had used illegal drugs within the last 12 months. Upon completion of the interview, 

the employee's unescorted access was revoked. If the illegal drug use was known at the time temporary access 

authorization was being evaluated, the request for unescorted access would have been denied. Therefore, the 

incident was reported to the NRC within 1 hour, in accordance with 1OCFR73.71 (b)(1).  

Cause of the Event 

The cause of the event was the contractor employee intentionally withheld adverse information when 

requesting unescorted access to Fermi 2. All elements of the access authorization program described in the 

NRC approved Physical Security Plan were correctly implemented by Detroit Edison.  

Analysis of the Event 

This event had no adverse impact on the health and safety of the public. A transaction report was generated 

for the keycard activity from September 28 through October 18, 2001. The report revealed no unauthorized 

use of the keycard. There was no record of access to the vital areas of the plant. During the period of the 

employee's access, there was no provision for employees with full access authorization to escort category 6 

personnel into vital areas. The contractor employee was not involved in any safety-related work during the 

time period he had unescorted access. There was no evidence of unusual behavior that would cause his 

supervisor to take any action under the Behavior Observation Program. This event did not affect or threaten 

plant safety systems. Local law enforcement assistance was not required, nor was there any media interest.
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Corrective Actions 

This event was entered into the Fermi 2 corrective action program. The contractor employee was escorted 

from the site and his unescorted access was revoked. An investigation revealed that there was no 

programmatic or organizational weakness that contributed to this event. Therefore, there are no specific 

corrective actions to be taken to prevent a recurrence of this event.  

Additional Information 

A. Failed Components: None 

B. Previous LERs on Similar Problems: None
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