UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20555-0001
October 17, 2000

Jedrs

Mr. Lionel Gaiffe

COGEMA
1, rue des Herons - Montigny le Bretonneux

78182 Saint Quentin en Yvelines
Cedex - France

Dear Mr. Gaiffe:

| am writing to let you know how much we appreciate the outstanding coordination and
assistance you provided on our visit to the COGEMA facilities at La Hague and Marcoule during
the week of September 18, 2000. These visits were extremely informative to us and allowed us
to see actual mixed oxide fuel operations underway in France. We also appreciate the time and
effort expended by Mr. Arslam, Mr. Voitellier, Mr. LeBreton, and others who discussed plant
operations with us and responded to our numerous questions. In addition, your support staff
was extremely helpful and efficient in providing us timely transportation and assistance during

our visit.

Please accept our sincere thanks for all the effort you provided and your very thoughtful
hospitality in making our visit both very informative and enjoyable.

Sincerely,

T S

Eric J. Xeeds, Chief

Special Projects Branch

Division of Fuel Cycle Safety
and Safeguards

Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards

cc: Peter Hastings, DCS
James Johnson, DOE
Henry Potter, SC Dept. H&EC
John T. Conway, DNFSB
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