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January 2, 2002 

Chairman Richard A. Meserve 
Commissioners Dicus, Diaz, Merrifield, and McGaffigan 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20555 

Dear Chairman Meserve and Commissioners: 

I am writing in regard to the November 8, 2001 Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
Advisory recommending additional security measures specific to shipments of Highway 
Route Control Quantities (HRCQ) of radioactive material. Because of recent events and 
heightened risk, the Department of Environmental Protection and the State Police Office 
of Emergency Management have been taking steps to identify and classify radioactive 
materials used and stored in New Jersey according to a "Threat Level Classification" 
(TLC) scheme. HRCQ of radioactive materials would qualify for our highest TLC level 
and could pose a significant threat to domestic security if transport were compromised. It 
is essential that we know when these materials will pass through our State.  

The November 8 Advisory contains a recommended process for HRCQ shipment that is 
similar to the safeguards required for spent fuel and high level radioactive waste 
shipments. Additional actions recommended include notifying the Governor's designees 
of planned shipments and providing the planned route. These prudent actions are 
designed to ensure that appropriate radiation control, emergency response, and law 
enforcement agencies are informed and provides recommendations regarding armed 
escorts. However, they are not enforceable unless they become regulatory requirements.  

New Jersey is a corridor state, termination point, and point of entry for the transport of 
HRCQ shipments. Our highways, rails, ports, and airports have been used extensively 
for these shipments. With our high population density and New Jersey's key location for 
national and international transport, notification, safeguard, and emergency response to 
these shipments is essential for ensuring safe transport.  
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Chairman Richard A. Meserve, -2- January 2, 2002 
Commissioners Dicus, Diaz, 
Merrifield, and McGaffigan 

The NRC Advisory relies on licensees and their contractors to take prudent action but 
does not require them to take these actions. Since this advisory, one of two shipments of 
HRCQ transported through New Jersey has not followed the specific steps for HRCQ 
shipments. It this case, the notifications were obtained only through good relations 
between New Jersey State employees, other states, and the NRC, not through 
recommendations contained in the November 8 Advisory.  

For continued success and the safe transport of these materials, I urge you to put the 
provisions of the November 8, 2001 Advisory into regulations. This would be consistent 
with the U.S. Coast Guard, who put a temporary final rule into the October 4, 2001 
Federal Register that requires notification of shipments containing certain dangerous 
goods, including HRCQ shipments 96 hours in advance of docking. The NRC's 
requirement for notification of the Governor's designee and additional security as the 
shipment left the port and used public highways would complement the actions required 
by the U.S. Coast Guard.  

Your prompt response to this request would be greatly appreciated. It is essential that 
prudent measures and proper safeguards be implemented during this period of heightened 
risk to ensure domestic security.  

Sincere y,A 
FOR COLONEL CARSON J. DUNBAR, JR. Sc ' 

SUPERINTENDENT "K , 

Kevin J. Hayden, aptain 
Acting Commanding Officer 
Emergency Management Section 
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