February 1, 2002

The Honorable David M. Walker

Comptroller General of the
United States

General Accounting Office

Washington, D.C. 20548

Dear Mr. Walker:

| am responding on behalf of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) to your letter of
December 19, 2001, which requests that the Commission provide its views on the GAO’s
agency protocols. The Commission appreciates this opportunity to comment and commends
GAO for fostering improved communications with the executive branch agencies. In general,
we found the draft protocols to be consistent with the approach currently being used by GAO
when interacting with the NRC.

To foster more effective communications between GAO and the NRC, we want to take
this opportunity to identify NRC points of contact for GAO activities. They are John Craig,
Assistant for Operations, Office of the Executive Director for Operations, at (301) 415-1703,
and Debra Corley, Senior Program Assistant, Office of the Executive for Operations, at (301)
415-1728. These individuals are available to facilitate all GAO work at the NRC, as well as to
discuss agency protocols.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Richard A. Meserve



