
January 17, 2002

Mr. Paul Cloud
U.S. Army Soldier and Biological Chemical Command
AMSSB-OET
5183 BlackHawk Road
Aberdeen Proving Ground
MD 21010-5424

SUBJECT: Response to Letter Requesting NRC Attendance at February 6, 2002, Jefferson
Proving Ground Restoration Advisory Board Meeting

Dear Mr. Cloud:

This letter is in response to your letter of January 10, 2002, requesting that the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) attend the next meeting of the Jefferson Proving Ground (JPG)
Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) to be held on February 6, 2002.  As you are aware, NRC
staff have attended previous RAB meetings and have discussed the process by which NRC
would terminate the Army�s license for JPG.  Currently we are waiting for the submittal of your
revised decommissioning plan (DP) which was rejected during an acceptance review due to
deficiencies.  We understand the submittal of the revised DP is currently scheduled for late May
2002.  Without a submitted DP to discuss, the NRC staff could only restate the license
termination process.  Therefore, we do not feel it is appropriate for NRC to attend such a
meeting at this time.

Recently, Tom McLaughlin, of my staff, provided Joyce Kuykendall, the Army Radiation Safety
Officer for JPG, and Richard Hill, co-chairman of the JPG RAB, a generic overview of the
decommissioning process and projected milestones for the JPG decommissioning.  The
projected milestones indicate that the next public meeting to be held by NRC for the community
located near the JPG facility will be a scoping meeting for the preparation of NRC�s
environmental impact statement.  That scoping meeting is scheduled to occur after the DP is
approved.

The transcribed minutes of previous RAB meetings show that you have provided phone
numbers and e-mail addresses of NRC points of contact so that community members with
questions can communicate with NRC.  No community member has contacted NRC in the past
year and a half.  We continue to encourage any member of the public with specific questions to
contact NRC.
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NRC is currently in the process of setting up a meeting with the Army, open to public
observation, at NRC headquarters to discuss the schedule for the Army�s submittal of the
revised DP for JPG.  A discussion of NRC�s projected milestones can be added to the agenda
to further clarify when NRC will be holding public meetings near the JPG facility.  My staff will
continue to work closely with the Army to ensure stakeholders are made aware of the activities
at JPG.

If you have any questions, please contact Tom McLaughlin at 301-415-5869.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Claudia Craig, Chief
Facilities Decommissioning Section
Decommissioning Branch
Division of Waste Management
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
   and Safeguards
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