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UNITED STATES MUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

FLORIDA POWER AND LIGHT COMPARY

DOCKET NO. 50-335

NOTICE OF CONSIDERATION OF TSSUANCE OF AMENDMENT TO

FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE AND PROPOSER MO SIGNIFICANT HAZARDBS

CONSTNERATION DETERMINATION AND OPPORTUNITY FOR HEARING

The U. S. Huclear Requlatory Commission {the Commission) is considering
jssuance of an amendment to Facility Operating License No. DPR-67, issued to
Florida Power and Light Company (the licensee), for operation of the St. lLucie

Plant, tnit No. 1 located in St. Lucie County, Florida.

The amendment would permit operation after deletion of the flux peaking

augmentation factor curve from the Technical Specifications. The need for

this curve is based on postulated axial gaps occuring in the fuel rod peliet

stack. FEvaluation of the conditions that are necessary to form such gaps

have shown that these conditions will not occur in the future operation of

St. Lucie 1, Therefore, the flux peaking augmentation factor curve is no

Tonger needed in accordance with the licensee's application for amendment
dated February 8, 1983,

gefore issuance of the proposed license amendment, the Commission will
have made findings required by the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as anended (the
Act) and the Commission's requlations.

The Commission has made a proposed determination that the amendment

request involves no significant hazards consideration. Under the Commisson's

requlations in 10 LFR 50,92, this means that oparation of the facility in

accordance with the proposed anendment would not (1) invelve a significant
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increase in the probability or consequences of an accident previously evaluated;
or (2) create the possiblity of a new or different kind of accident from any
accident previously evaluated; dr (3} involve a significant reduction in a
marqin of safety.

The Commission has provided quidance concerning the application of these
standards by providing certain examples (48 FR 14870). One of the examples
(vi) of actions not likely to involve a significant hazards considerations
relates to small refiqements of previously used models.

The current need for the flux peaking augmentation factor curve is
hased on postulating axial aqaps in the fuel rod pellet stack because of fuel
column densification in combination with an increase in cladding ovality.
The staff proposes to determine that the application does not involve a signi-
ficant hazard since densification is complete after a few thousand MMD/HT
exposure. Calculations show that changes in the fuel cladding (i.e., ovality)
daoes nat procead to the point that peliets are gripped by the cladding until
after densification. In addition the use of an upper plenum spring is used
to keep a positive pressure on the pellets to inhibit gap formation. As
a result it is concluded that axial gaps will not occur,

The Commission is seeking public comments on this proposed determination.
Any comments received within 30 days after the date of publication of this notice
will be considered in making any final determination. The Commission will not
nornally make a final determination unless it receives a reguest for a hearing.

Comments should be addrassed to the Secretary of the Commission, U.S.

Nucliear Reqgulatory Commission, Hashington, D.C. 20555, Attn: Docketing and
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gy JUL 6 1983 , the licensee may file a request for a hearing with
respect to issuance of the amendment to the subject facility operating license
and any nerson whose interest may be affected by this proceeding and who wishes
to participate as a party in the proceeding must file a written petition for
leave to intervene, Requests for a hearing and petitions for leave to intervene
shall be filed in accordance with the Commission's "Rules of Practice for
Domestic Licensing Proceedings" in 10 CFR Part 2, If a request for a hearing
or petition for leave to intervene is filed by the above date, the Commission
or an Atomic Safety and Licensing Board, designated by the Commission or by
the Chairran of the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel, will rule on the
request and/or petition and the Secretary or the designated Atomic Safety and
Licensing Roard will issue a notice of hearing or an appropriate order.

As required by 10 CFR §2.714, a petition for leave to intervene shall
set forth with particularity the interest of the petitioner in the proceeding,
and how that interest may be affected hy the results of the proceeding. The
netition should specifically explain the reasons why intervention should be
(1)} the nature

permitted with particular reference to the following factors:

of the petitioner's right under the Act to be made a3 party to the proceeding;
(2) the nature and extent of the petiticner's property, financial, or other
interest in the proceeding; and {3) the possible effect of any order which
may he enterad in the proceeding on the petitioner's interest. The petition
should also identify the specific aspect(s) of the subject matter of the

proceeding as to which petitionar wishes to intervene. Any person who has
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filed a petition for leave to intervene or who has been admitted as a party

may amend the petition without requesting leave of the Board up to fifteen

(15) days prior to the first prehearing conference scheduled in the proceeding,
but such an amended petition must satisfy the specificity requirements described
ahove.

Not later than fifteen {1%) days prior to the first prehearing conference
scheduled in the proceeding, a petitioner shall file a supplement to the petition
to intervene which must include a list of the contentions which are sought
to be litigated in the matter, and the bases for each contention set forth
with reasonahle specificity. Contentions shall be limited to matters within
the scape of the amendment under consideration. A petitioner who fails to
file such a supplement which satisfies these reguirements with respect to
at least one contention will not be permitted to participate as a party.

Those permitted to intervene become parties to the proceeding, subject
to any limitations in the order granting leave to intervene, and have the
opportunity to participate fully in the conduct of the hearing, including
the opportunity to present svidence and cross-examine witnesses.

If a hearing is reguested, the Commission will make a final determination
The final determina-

on the issue of no significant hazards consideration,

tion will serve to decide when the hearing is held.
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If the final determination 1s that the amendment request involves no
significant hazards consideration, the Commission may issue the amendment
and make it effective, notwithstanding the request for a hearing. Any
hearing held would take place after issuance of the amendment.

If the final determination is that the amendment involves a significant
hazards consideration, any hearing held would take place before the issuance
of any amendment,

Kormally, the Commission will not fssue the amendment until the expir-
ation of the 30-day notice neriod. However, should circumstances change
during the notice period such that failure to act in a timely way would
result, for example, in derating or shutdown of the facility, the Cowmission
may issue the license amendment before the expiration of the 30-day notice
period, provided that its final determination is that the amendment involves
noe significant hazards consideration. The final determination will consider
all public and State comments received. Should the Commission take this
action, it will publish a notice of issuance and provide for opportunity
for a hearinaq after issuance. The Commission expects that the need to
take this action will occur very infreguently.

A request for a hearing or a petition for leave to intervene must be

filed with the Secretary of the Commission, U.S. Huclear Regulatory Commission,
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Hashington, D.C. 20555, Attention: Docketing and Service Branch, or may he
delivered to the Commission's Public Document Room, 1717 H Street, N.H.
Washington, D.C., by the above date. Where petitions are filed during the
last ten (10) days of the notice peried, it is requested that the petitioner
nromptly so inform the Commission bv a toll-free telephone call to Hestern
tnion at (800) 325-5000 (in Missouri (800N} 342-6700). The Western Union
operator should be civen Datagram Identification Number 3737 and the fellowing
messaqge addressed to Robert A. Clark: petiticner's name and telephone number;
date petition was mailed; plant name; and publication date and page number

of this FEDERAL REGISTER notice.

A copy of the petition should also he sent

to the Executive Lecal Director, U.S. Nuclear Requlatory Comwmission, Washington,

0.C. 20555, and to Harold R. Reis, Esquire, Lowestein, Newman, Reis and Axelrad,

1025 Connecticut Avenue, N.¥., Washington, D. € 20036, attorney for the licensee.
Nontimely filings of petitions for Jeave to intervene, amended petitions,

supplemental petitions and/or requests for hearing will not be entertained

absent a determination by the Commission, the presiding officer or the Atomic

Safety and Licensing Board designated to rule on the petition andfor request,

that the petitioner has made a substantial showing of good cause for the

granting of a late petition and/or request. That determination will be based

upon a balancing of the factors specified in 10 CFR 2.714(a)(1)(i)-{v} and

2.714(d).
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For further details with respect to this action, see the application
for amendment which is available for public inspection at the Commission's
Public Document Room, 1717 H Street, M.,4., Washington, D.C., and at the
Indian River Junior College Library, 3209 Virginia Avenue, Fort Pierce,
Florida 33450,

Dated at Bethesda, Maryland, this27th day of May, 1983.

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

Robert A. Clark, Chief
Operating Reactors Branch #3
Division of Licensing
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bcec: Dr. Robert E. Uhrig

Vice President

Advanced Systems & Technology
Florida Power & Light Company
P. 0. Box 14000

Juno Beach, Florida 33408

Ulray Clark, Administrator

Radiological Health Services ) .
Department of Health and Rehabilitative Services
1323 Winewood Blvd.

Tallahassee, Florida 32301

Harold F. Reis, Esquire
Lowenstein, Newman, Reis & Alexrad
1025 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

Resident Inspector

c/o U.S.N.R.C.

7900 S. AlA

Jensen Beach, Florida 33457

Regional Administrator

Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Region II
Office of Executive Director for Operations
101 Marietta Street, Siote 3100

Atlanta, Georgia 30303
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UNITED STATES DISTRIBUTION:

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION Docket File
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555 ORB#3 Rdg
PMKreutzer

Docket No. 50-335

Docketing and Service Section
Office of the Secretary of the Commission

SUBJECT: FLORIDA POWER AMD LIGHT COMPANY, St. Lucie Plant, Unit MNo. 1

Two signed originals of the Federal Register Notice identified below are enclosed for your transmittal
to the Office of the Federal Register for publication. Additional conformed copies ( 5 ) of the Notice
are enclosed for your use.

[ Notice of Receipt of Application for Construction Permit(s) and Operating License(s).

[J Notice of Receipt of Partial Application for Construction Permit(s) and Facility License(s): Time for
Submission of Views on Antitrust Matters.

U Notice of Availability of Applicant’s Environmental Report.

U Notice of Proposed Issuance of Amendment to Facility Operating License.

[J Notice of Receipt of Application for Facility License(s); Notice of Availability of Applicant’s
Environmental Report; and Notice of Consideration of Issuance of Facility License(s) and Notice
of Opportunity for Hearing.

U Notice of Availability of NRC Draft/Final Environmental Statement.

O Notice of Limited Work Authorization.

[J Notice of Availability of Safety Evaluation Report.

U Notice of Issuance of Construction Permit(s).

0J Notice of Issuance of Facility Operating License(s) or Amendment(s).

41 Other: _ngt i id

date affer p;b]ication m f

page 3 of Notice.

Division of Licensing .
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
Enclosure:

-As Stated
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