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Gentlemen:

Southern California Edison supports the proposed revision of the skin dose limit. The
proposed rule increases overall worker safety and is based on sound science. The
proposed rule is an improvement over existing regulations and the previous rulemaking
plan because it permits reduction in whole body dose associated with frequent
monitoring for discrete radioactive particle contamination. The rule has a minimal
economic impact because no changes to current reporting practices are required. The
rule provides a uniform and consistent method for monitoring occupationally exposed
individuals.

The NRC proposal changes the method of calculating shallow dose equivalent by
assigning the dose averaged over the 10 square centimeters of skin receiving the
highest dose rather than over 1 square centimeter. According to the National Council
on Radiation Protection and Measurements' Report No. 130, the practice of averaging
dose over 1 square centimeter was overly restrictive. The result was a disproportionate
emphasis on protecting workers against skin dose from discrete radioactive particle
contamination that had little or no safety significance. The unintended consequence
was inefficient work practices in discrete radioactive particle contamination areas.
Inefficient work practices included stopping work-in-progress to perform frequent
contamination surveys of a worker's protective clothing and prescribing multiple layers
of protective clothing that increased heat stress and lowered worker efficiency.

As a result, Southern California Edison supports the proposed reV|S|on of the skin dose

fimit.
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