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Dear Chairman Meserve:

First, I would like to thank you for the work you have been doing over the last
few months to make sure that our nuclear reactors are kept safe from attacks. As you
may be aware, I am from the State of Illinois, which is home to the most nuclear power
plants in the nation. So this issue is a concern to many in my state. Another issue of
concern is Yucca Mountain. I have had the pleasure of visiting Yucca Mountain in the
past and have seen the research and the science that has gone into studying whether this
site would be an appropriate nuclear waste repository or not.

Sccond, I have a couple of requests that I was hoping you, or your staff, could
respond to for me. First, I was hoping you could compare your understanding of the
Yucca Mountain Project’s preparation for a site recommendation (preparing to begin the
license preparation process) with that of a typical/comparable nuclear industry facility at
the same stage of development, focusing on the level and quality of information

assembled at similar stages.

Also, if you could briefly describe the typical practice in the nuclear industry for
the siting, construction, and operating phases of a facility, with particular attention to 1)
timing of such phases, 2) prerequisite information for entering into and completing each
phase, and 3) regulatory/licensing requirements for each phase.

I look forward to hearing your response to these comments. If should have any
questions, please feel free to contact me, or my staff, at your convenience.

ekly,

Jo mkus
Member of Congress
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