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From: Network Announcement 
To: Network Announcement 
Date: 11/20/01 2:22PM 
Subject: Mail Update 

For additional information, please contact Michael Springer at 301-415-6222 or e-mail MLS.  

Mail Update 

On Monday, November 19, the United States Postal Service (USPS) resumed delivery of First Class mail 
that has been irradiated. Yesterday, we received about 500 pieces of First Class mail addressed to the 
20555 ZIP Code. We expect a larger delivery today.  

USPS indicated that the irradiation process can affect certain products sent through the mail. If any of the 
following items are included in mail that has been irradiated, i.e., all First Class mail addressed to 20555, 
they should be discarded and replacements obtained: 

- Any biological samples could be rendered useless; 
- Diagnostic kits such as those used to monitor blood sugar levels, could be adversely affected; 
- Photographic film will be fully exposed; 
- Food will be adversely affected; 
- Drugs and medicines could have efficacy and safety affected; 
- Eyeglasses and contact lenses could be adversely affected; and 
- Electronic devices would likely be rendered inoperable.  

Larger size envelopes (8.5 x 11 and larger) and packages are not yet included in the resumed 20555 
deliveries, so it is unlikely that any of the above items will be received in the 20555 mail in the near term.  
However, we advise you to have items on the above list shipped via a non-USPS commercial shipping 
service that is not subject to electron beam radiation to "sanitize" mail.  

Now that the mail is moving again, please remind your correspondents that official mail should be 
addressed as follows: 

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
ATTN: (Recipient's Name and Organization) 
Mail Stop (Recipient's Mail Stop) 
Washington, DC 20555-0001

Please do not advise correspondents to address official First Class USPS mail to any other ZIP Code.


