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Honorable Richard Meserve 
Chairman 
U.S. Nucleaf Regulatory Coriimissioh 

11555 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, MD 20852 

Dear Chairman Meserve: 

I am writing to you today to urge you to reinstate "no-fly zones" around the nation's 

nuclear power facilities. As you may know, Illinois has seven nuclear power plants and 

thous~ands of residents living and working near those facilities. I am deeply concerned about the 

health hazard posed by an accidental or intentional plane crash into one of these plants. I applaud 

the initiative undertaken on October 30 to temporarily restrict air space around 86 sensitive 

nuclear sites. However, I believe the expiration of this initiative on November 6 was premature.  

Several factors warrant a permanent order securing the airspace around the nation's 

nuclear facilities. While nuclear reactors have been designed to protect the public from the 

accidental release of radiation,.there is no certainty that a September 11-style attack on a nuclear 

facility or spent fuel storage site would not have disastrous consequences. The subsequent crash 

of American Airlines Flight 587 reminds us that plane crashes still occur for reasons not related 

to terrorism. In addition, while the nation's nuclear facilities remain on high alert and several 

governors have called up national guard troops to further deter would-be terrorists a land-based 

assault, no commercial nuclear facility appears to be secure against air attacks.  

Prudence dictates that the federal government take active steps to protect citizens against 

the threat of a possible air attack on a nuclear facility. First and foremost among these should be 

the immediate cessation of air traffic over nuclear power plants and nuclear fuel storage and 

fabrication facilities.  

I urge you to take action now to safeguard the public from a threat that, however 

improbable, would have disastrous consequences if carried out.  

Sincerely, 

Richard J. Durbin 
United States Senator 

cc: Honorable John Ashcroft, Attorney General 

Honorable Tom Ridge, Director, Office of Homeland Security 

Honorable Norman MNineta, Secretary of Transportation 

Honorable Jane Garvey, Administrator, Federal Aviation Administration
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