
June 13, 1995

Mr. Oliver D. Kingsley, Jr.  
President, TVA Nuclear and 

Chief Nuclear Officer 
Tennessee Valley Authority 
6A Lookout Place 
1101 Market Street 
Chattanooga, TN 37402-2801 

SUBJECT: ISSUANCE OF AMENDMENTS TO THE TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS - SEQUOYAH 
NUCLEAR PLANT, UNITS I AND 2 (TAC NOS. M91990 AND M91991) (TS 95-02) 

Dear Mr. Kingsley: 

The Commission has issued the enclosed Amendment No. 202 to Facility Operating 
License No. DPR-77 and Amendment No. 192 to Facility Operating License 
No. DPR-79 for the Sequoyah Nuclear Plant, Units I and 2, respectively. These 
amendments are in response to your application dated April 6, 1995.  

The amendments add a limiting condition for operation that allows equipment to 
be returned to service under administrative control to perform operability 
testing and establishes the time interval to place an inoperable channel in 
the bypass condition.  

A copy of the Safety Evaluation is also enclosed. Notice of Issuance will be 
included in the Commission's biweekly Federal Register notice.  

Sincerely, 
ORIGINAL SIGNED BY: 

David E. LaBarge, Sr. Project Manager 
Project Directorate 11-3 
Division of Reactor Projects - I/I 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

Docket Nos. 50-327 and 50-328 

Enclosures: 1. Amendment No. 202 to 
License No. DPR-77 

2. Amendment No. 192 to 
License No. DPR-79 

3. Safety Evaluation 

cc w/enclosures: See next page 

To receive a copy of this document, indicate In the box: 
"C" = Copy without attachment/enclosure "E" = Copy with attachment/enclosure 
"N" = No copy 
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UNITED STATES 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001 

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY

DOCKET NO. 50-327 

SEQUOYAH NUCLEAR PLANT, UNIT 1

AMENDMENT TO FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE

Amendment No. 202 
License No. DPR-77 

1. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (the Commission) has found that: 

A. The application for amendment by Tennessee Valley Authority (the 
licensee) dated April 6, 1995, complies with the standards and 
requirements of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended (the Act), 
and the Commission's rules and regulations set forth in 10 CFR 
Chapter I; 

B. The facility will operate in conformity with the application, the 
provisions of the Act, and the rules and regulations of the 
Commission; 

C. There is reasonable assurance (i) that the activities authorized by 
this amendment can be conducted without endangering the health and 
safety of the public, and (ii) that such activities will be 
conducted in compliance with the Commission's regulations; 

D. The issuance of this amendment will not be inimical to the common 
defense and security or to the health and safety of the public; and 

E. The issuance of this amendment is in accordance with 10 CFR Part 51 
of the Commission's regulations and all applicable requirements have 
been satisfied.  

95o6200232 950613 
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2. Accordingly, the license is amended by changes to the Technical 
Specifications as indicated in the attachment to this license amendment 
and paragraph 2.C.(2) of Facility Operating License No. DPR-77 is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

(2) Technical Specifications 

The Technical Specifications contained in Appendices A and B, as 
revised through Amendment No. 202, are hereby incorporated in the 
license. The licensee shall operate the facility in accordance with 
the Technical Specifications.  

3. This license amendment is effective as of its date of issuance, to be 
implemented within 45 days.  

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

Frederick J. Hebd n, Director 
Project Directorate 11-3 
Division of Reactor Projects - I/II 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

Attachment: Changes to the Technical 
Specifications

Date of Issuance: June 13, 1995



ATTACHMENT TO LICENSE AMENDMENT NO. 202 

FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE NO. DPR-77

DOCKET NO. 50-327

Revise the 
identified 
identified 
indicating

Appendix A Technical Specifications by removing the pages 
below and inserting the enclosed pages. The revised pages are 
by the captioned amendment number and contain marginal lines 
the area of change.

REMOVE

3/4 0-1 
3/4 3-22 

B3/4 0-3

INSERT

3/4 0-1 
3/4 3-22 

B3/4 0-3 
B3/4 0-3a



3/4 LIMITING CONDITI FOR OPERATION AND SURVEILLANC EQUIREMENTS 

3/4.0 APPLICABILITY 

LIMITING CONDITION FOR OPERATION 

3.0.1 Compliance with the Limiting Conditions for Operation contained in the 
succeeding Specifications is required during the OPERATIONAL MODES or other 
conditions specified therein; except that upon failure to meet the Limiting 
Conditions for Operation, the associated ACTION requirements shall be met.  

3.0.2 Noncompliance with a Specification shall exist when the requirements of 
the Limiting Condition for Operation and associated ACTION requirements are not 
met within the specified time intervals. If the Limiting Conditions for 
Operation is restored prior to expiration of the specified time intervals, 
completion of the ACTION requirements is not required.  

3.0.3 When a Limiting Condition for Operation is not met, except as provided in 
the associated ACTION requirements, within one hour action shall be initiated to 
place the unit in a MODE in which the Specification does not apply by placing it, 
as applicable, in: 

1. At least HOT STANDBY within the next 6 hours, 
2. At least HOT SHUTDOWN within the following 6 hours, and 
3. At least COLD SHUTDOWN within the subsequent 24 hours.  

Where corrective measures are completed that permit operation under the ACTION 
requirements, the ACTION may be taken in accordance with the specified time 
limits as measured from the time of failure to meet the Limiting Condition for 
Operation. Exceptions to these requirements are stated in the individual 
Specifications.  

3.0.4 Entry into an OPERATIONAL MODE or other specified condition shall not be 
made unless the conditions for the Limiting Condition for Operation are met 
without reliance on provisions contained in the ACTION requirements. This 
provision shall not prevent passage through OPERATIONAL MODES as required to 
comply with ACTION requirements. Exceptions to these requirements are stated in 
the individual Specifications.  

3.0.5 When a system, subsystem, train, component or device is determined to be 
inoperable solely because its emergency power source is inoperable, or solely 
because its normal power source is inoperable, it may be considered OPERABLE for 
the purpose of satisfying the requirements of its applicable Limiting Condition 
for Operation, provided: (1) its corresponding normal or emergency power source 
is OPERABLE; and (2) all of its redundant system(s), subsystem(s), train(s), 
component(s) and device(s) are OPERABLE, or likewise satisfy the requirements of 
this Specification. Unless both conditions (1) and (2) are satisfied, within 
2 hours action shall be initiated to place the unit in a MODE in which the 
applicable Limiting Condition for Operation does not apply by placing it as 
applicable in: 

1. At least HOT STANDBY within the next 6 hours, 
2. At least HOT SHUTDOWN within the following 6 hours, and 
3. At least COLD SHUTDOWN within the subsequent 24 hours.  

This Specification is not applicable in MODES 5 or 6.  

3.0.6 Equipment removed from service or declared inoperable to comply with 
ACTIONS may be returned to service under administrative control solely to perform 
testing required to demonstrate its OPERABILITY or the OPERABILITY of other 
equipment. This is an exception to LCO 3.0.1 and 3.0.2 for the system returned 
to service under administrative control to perform the testing required to 
demonstrate OPERABILITY.

Amendment No. 202SEQUOYAH - UNIT 1 3/4 0-1



TABLE 3.3-3 (Continued)

TABLE NOTATION 

#Trip function may be bypassed in this MODE below P-11 (Pressurizer 
Pressure Block of Safety Injection) setpoint.  

##Trip function automatically blocked above P-1l and may be blocked below 
P-11 when Safety Injection on Steam Line Pressure-Low is not blocked.  

###The channel(s) associated with the protective functions derived from the 
out of service Reactor Coolant Loop shall be placed in the tripped mode.  

####When Associated Diesel Generator is required to be OPERABLE By LCO 3.8.1.2, 
"AC Sources-Shutdown." The Provisions of Specification 3.0.4 are not 
applicable.  

*The provisions of Specification 3.0.4 are not applicable.  

ACTION STATEMENTS

ACTION 15 

ACTION 16 

ACTION 17 -

ACTION 18 

ACTION 19 

ACTION 20 -

SEQUOYAH - UNIT

With the number of OPERABLE Channels one less than the Total 
Number of Channels, be in at least HOT STANDBY within 12 hours 
and in COLD SHUTDOWN within the following 30 hours; however, one 
channel may be bypassed for up to 4 hours for surveillance test
ing per Specification 4.3.2.1.1 provided the other channel is 
OPERABLE.  

Deleted.  

With the number of OPERABLE Channels one less than the Total 
Number of Channels, STARTUP and/or POWER OPERATION may proceed 
provided the following conditions are satisfied: 

a. The inoperable channel is placed in the tripped condition 
within 6 hours.  

b. The Minimum Channels OPERABLE requirements is met; however, 
the inoperable channel may be bypassed for up to 4 hours 
for surveillance testing of other channels per 
Specification 4.3.2.1.1.

With the number of OPERABLE Channels one less than the Total 
Number of Channels, operation may proceed provided the inoper
able channel is placed in the bypassed condition within 6 hours 
and the Minimum Channels OPERABLE requirement is met; one addi
tional channel may be bypassed for up to 4 hours for surveil
lance testing per Specification 4.3.2.1.1.  

With less than the Minimum Channels OPERABLE, operation may 
continue provided the containment purge supply and exhaust 
valves are maintained closed.  

With the number of OPERABLE Channels one less than the Total 
Number of Channels, restore the inoperable channel to OPERABLE 
status within 48 hours or be in at least HOT STANDBY within the 
next 6 hours and in COLD SHUTDOWN within the following 30 hours.  

1 3/4 3-22 Amendment No. 63, 141, 16• 
202

3.
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APPLICABILITY

BASES 

instead, provided the other specified conditions are satisfied. In this case, 
this would mean that for one division the emergency power source must be 
OPERABLE (as must be the components supplied by the emergency power source) 
and all redundant systems, subsystems, trains, components and devices in both 
divisions must also be OPERABLE. If these conditions are not satisfied, 
action is required in accordance with this specification.  

In MODES 5 or 6, Specification 3.0.5 is not applicable, and thus the individual 
ACTION statements'for each applicable Limiting Condition for Operation in 
these MODES must be adhered to.  

3.0.6 LCO 3.0.6 establishes the allowance for restoring equipment to service 
under administrative controls when it has been removed from service or declared 
inoperable to comply with ACTIONS. The sole purpose of this Specification is 
to provide an exception to LCOs 3.0.1 and 3.0.2 (e.g., to not comply with the 
applicable Required Action[s]) to allow the performance of SRs to demonstrate: 

a. The OPERABILITY of the equipment being returned to service; or 

b. The OPERABILITY of other equipment.  

The administrative controls ensure the time the equipment is returned to 
service in conflict with the requirements of the ACTIONS is limited to the time 
absolutely necessary to perform the allowed SRs. This Specification does not 
provide time to perform any other preventive or corrective maintenance.  

An example of demonstrating the OPERABILITY of the equipment being returned to 
service is reopening a containment isolation valve that has been closed to 
comply with Required Actions and must be reopened to perform the SRs.  

An example of demonstrating the OPERABILITY of other equipment is taking an 
inoperable channel or trip system out of the tripped condition to prevent the 
trip function from occurring during the performance of an SR on another channel 
in the other trip system. A similar example of demonstrating the OPERABILITY 
of other equipment is taking an inoperable channel or trip system out of the 
tripped condition to permit the logic to function and indicate the appropriate 
response during the performance of an SR on another channel in the same trip 
system.  

4.0.1 This specification provides that surveillance activities necessary to 
insure the Limiting Conditions for Operation are met and will be performed 
during the OPERATIONAL MODES or other conditions for which the Limiting 
Conditions for Operation are applicable. Provisions for additional 
surveillance activities to be performed without regard to the applicable 
OPERATIONAL MODES or other conditions are provided in the individual 
Surveillance Requirements. Surveillance Requirements for Special Test 
Exceptions need only be performed when the Special Test Exception is being 
utilized as an exception to an individual Specification.

Amendment No. 78, 162, 202B 3/4 0-3SEQUOYAH - UNIT 1



APPLICABILITY

BASES 

4.0.2 Specification 4.0.2 establishes the limit for which the specified time 
interval for Surveillance Requirements may be extended. It permits an 
allowable extension of the normal surveillance interval to facilitate 
surveillance scheduling and consideration of plant operating conditions that 
may not be suitable for conducting the surveillance; e.g., transient conditions 
or other ongoing surveillance or maintenance activities. It also provides 
flexibility to accommodate the length of a fuel cycle for surveillances that 
are performed at each refueling outage and are specified with an 18-month 
surveillance intetval. It is not intended that this provision be used 
repeatedly as a convenience to extend surveillance intervals beyond that 
specified for surveillances that are not performed during refueling outages.  
The limitation of Specification 4.0.2 is based on engineering judgement and the 
recognition that the most probable result of any particular surveillance being 
performed is the verification of conformance with the Surveillance 
Requirements. This provision is sufficient to ensure that the reliability 
ensured through surveillance activities is not significantly degraded beyond 
that obtained from the specified surveillance interval.  

4.0.3 This specification establishes the failure to perform a Surveillance 
Requirement within the allowed surveillance interval, defined by the 
provisions of Specification 4.0.2, as a condition that constitutes a failure 
to meet the OPERABILITY requirements for a Limiting Condition for Operation.  
Under the provisions of this specification, systems and components are assumed 
to be OPERABLE when Surveillance Requirements have been satisfactorily 
performed within the specified time interval. However, nothing in this 
provision is to be construed as implying that systems or components are 
OPERABLE when they are found or known to be inoperable although still meeting 
the Surveillance Requirements. This specification also clarifies that the 
ACTION requirements are applicable when Surveillance Requirements have not 
been completed within the allowed surveillance interval and that the time 
limits of the ACTION requirements apply from the point in time it is

Amendment No. 78, 162, 202 1SEQUOYAH - UNIT 1 B 3/4 0-3a



UNITED STATES 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001 

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY 

DOCKET NO. 50-328 

SEQUOYAH NUCLEAR PLANT, UNIT 2 

AMENDMENT TO FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE 

Amendment No. 192 

License No. DPR-79 

1. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (the Commission) has found that: 

A. The application for amendment by Tennessee Valley Authority (the 
licensee) dated April 6, 1995, complies with the standards and 
requirements of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended (the Act), 
and the Commission's rules and regulations set forth in 10 CFR 
Chapter I; 

B. The facility will operate in conformity with the application, the 
provisions of the Act, and the rules and regulations of the 
Commission; 

C. There is reasonable assurance (i) that the activities authorized by 
this amendment can be conducted without endangering the health and 
safety of the public, and (ii) that such activities will be 
conducted in compliance with the Commission's regulations; 

D. The issuance of this amendment will not be inimical to the common 
defense and security or to the health and safety of the public; and 

E. The issuance of this amendment is in accordance with 10 CFR Part 51 
of the Commission's regulations and all applicable requirements have 
been satisfied.
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2. Accordingly, the license is amended by changes to the Technical 
Specifications as indicated in the attachment to this license amendment 
and paragraph 2.C.(2) of Facility Operating License No. DPR-79 is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

(2) Technical Specifications 

The Technical Specifications contained in Appendices A and B, as 
revised through Amendment No. 192, are hereby incorporated in the 
license. The licensee shall operate the facility in accordance with 
the Technical Specifications.  

3. This license amendment is effective as of its date of issuance, to be 
implemented within 45 days.  

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

Frederick J. Hebd M, Director 
Project Directorate 11-3 
Division of Reactor Projects - I/II 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

Attachment: Changes to the Technical 
Specifications

Date of Issuance: Jume 13, 1995



ATTACHMENT TO LICENSE AMENDMENT NO. 1,2 

FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE NO.. DPR-79

DOCKET NO. 50-328 

Revise the Appendix A Technical Specifications by removing the pages 
identified below and inserting the enclosed pages. The revised pages are 
identified by the 'captioned amendment number and contain marginal lines 
indicating the area of change.

REMOVE

3/4 0-1 
3/4 3-22 

B3/4 0-3

INSERT

3/4 0-1 
3/4 3-22 

B3/4 0-3 
B3/4 0-3a



3/4 LIMITING CONDIT1'AS FOR OPERATION AND SURVEILLANCt•REQUIREMENTS 

3/4.0 APPLICABILITY 

LIMITING CONDITION FOR OPERATION 

3.0.1 Compliance with the Limiting Conditions for Operation contained in the 
succeeding Specifications is required during the OPERATIONAL MODES or other 
conditions specified therein; except that upon failure to meet the Limiting 
Conditions for Operation, the associated ACTION requirements shall be met.  

3.0.2 Noncompliance with a Specification shall exist when the requirements of 
the Limiting Condition for Operation and associated ACTION requirements are 
not met within the specified time intervals. If the Limiting Conditions for 
Operation is restored prior to expiration of the specified time intervals, 
completion of the ACTION requirements is not required.  

3.0.3 When a Limiting Condition for Operation is not met, except as provided 
in'the associated ACTION requirements, within one hour action shall be 
initiated to place the unit in a MODE in which the Specification does not apply 
by placing it, as applicable, in: 

1. At least HOT STANDBY within the next 6 hours, 
2. At least HOT SHUTDOWN within the following 6 hours, and 
3. At least COLD SHUTDOWN within the subsequent 24 hours.  

Where corrective measures are completed that permit operation under the ACTION 
requirements, the ACTION may be taken in accordance with the specified time 
limits as measured from the time of failure to meet the Limiting Condition for 
Operation. Exceptions to these requirements are stated in the individual 
Specifications.  

3.0.4 Entry into an OPERATIONAL MODE or other specified condition shall not be 
made unless the conditions for the Limiting Condition for Operation are met 
without reliance on provisions contained in the ACTION requirements. This 
provision shall not prevent passage through OPERATIONAL MODES as required to 
comply with ACTION requirements. Exceptions to these requirements are stated 
in the individual Specifications.  

3.0.5 When a system, subsystem, train, component or device is determined to be 
inoperable solely because its emergency power source is inoperable, or solely 
because its normal power source is inoperable, it may be considered OPERABLE 
for the purpose of satisfying the requirements of its applicable Limiting 
Condition for Operation, provided: (1) its corresponding normal or emergency 
power source is OPERABLE; and (2) all of its redundant system(s), subsystem(s), 
train(s), component(s) and device(s) are OPERABLE, or likewise satisfy the 
requirements of this Specification. Unless both conditions (1) and (2) are 
satisfied, within 2 hours action shall be initiated to place the unit in a MODE 
in which the applicable Limiting Condition for Operation does not apply by 
placing it as applicable in: 

1. At least HOT STANDBY within the next 6 hours, 
2. At least HOT SHUTDOWN within the following 6 hours, and 
3. At least COLD SHUTDOWN within the subsequent 24 hours.  

This Specification is not applicable in MODES 5 or 6.  

3.0.6 Equipment removed from service or declared inoperable to comply with 
ACTIONS may be returned to service under administrative control solely to 
perform testing required to demonstrate its OPERABILITY or the OPERABILITY of 
other equipment. This is an exception to LCO 3.0.1 and 3.0.2 for the system 
returned to service under administrative control to perform the testing 
required to demonstrate OPERABILITY.

SEQUOYAH - UNIT 2 Amendment No. 1923/4 0-1



TABLE 3.3-3 (Continued)

TABLE NOTATION 

#Trip function may be bypassed in this MODE below P-11 (Pressurizer 
Pressure Block of Safety Injection) setpoint.  

##Trip function automatically blocked above P-11 and may be blocked below 
P-11 when Safety Injection on Steam Line Pressure-Low is not blocked.  

###The channel(s) associated with the protective functions derived from the 
out of service Reactor Coolant Loop shall be placed in the tripped mode.  

####When Associated Diesel Generator is required to be OPERABLE By LCO 3.8.1.2, 
"AC Sources-Shutdown." The Provisions of Specification 3.0.4 are not 
applicable.  

*The provisions of Specification 3.0.4 are not applicable.  

ACTION STATEMENTS

ACTION 15 

ACTION 16 

ACTION 17 -

ACTION 18 

ACTION 19 

ACTION 20 -

SEQUOYAH - UNIl

With the number of OPERABLE Channels one less than the Total 
Number of Channels, be in HOT STANDBY within 12 hours and in 
COLD SHUTDOWN within the following 30 hours; however, one 
channel may be bypassed for up to 4 hours for surveillance test
ing per Specification 4.3.2.1.1 provided the other channel is 
OPERABLE.  

Deleted.  

With the number of OPERABLE Channels one less than the Total 
Number of Channels, STARTUP and/or POWER OPERATION may proceed 
provided the following conditions are satisfied: 

a. The inoperable channel is placed in the tripped condition 
within 6 hours.  

b. The Minimum Channels OPERABLE requirements is met; however, 
the inoperable channel may be bypassed for up to 4 hours 
for surveillance testing of other channels per 
Specification 4.3.2.1.1.

With the number of OPERABLE Channels one less than the Total 
Number of Channels, operation may proceed provided the inoper
able channel is placed in the bypassed condition within 6 hours 
and the Minimum Channels OPERABLE requirement is met; one addi
tional channel may be bypassed for up to 4 hours for surveil
lance testing per Specification 4.3.2.1.1.  

With less than the Minimum Channels OPERABLE, operation may 
continue provided the containment purge supply and exhaust 
valves are maintained closed.  

With the number of OPERABLE Channels one less than the Total 
Number of Channels, restore the inoperable channel to OPERABLE 
status within 48 hours or be in at least HOT STANDBY within the 
next 6 hours and in COLD SHUTDOWN within the following 30 hours.  

2 3/4 3-22 Amendment No. 55, 132, 158, 
192
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BASES 

3.0.5 (Continued) 

specified conditions are satisfied. In this case, this would mean that for 
one division the emergency power source must be OPERABLE (as must be the 
components supplied by the emergency power source) and all redundant 
systems, subsystems, trains, components and devices in both divisions must 
also be OPERABLE. If these conditions are not satisfied, action is required 
in accordance with this specification.  

In MODES 5 or 6, Specification 3.0.5 is not applicable, and thus the 
individual ACTION'statements for each applicable Limiting Condition for 
Operation in these MODES must be adhered to.  

3.0.6 LCO 3.0.6 establishes the allowance for restoring equipment to 
service under administrative controls when it has been removed from service 
or declared inoperable to comply with ACTIONS. The sole purpose of this 
Specification is to provide an exception to LCOs 3.0.1 and 3.0.2 (e.g., to 
not comply with the applicable Required Action[s]) to allow the performance 
of SRs to demonstrate: 

a. The OPERABILITY of the equipment being returned to service; or 

b. The OPERABILITY of other equipment.  

The administrative controls ensure the time the equipment is returned to service in conflict with the requirements of the ACTIONS is limited to the 
time absolutely necessary to perform the allowed SRs. This Specification 
does not provide time to perform any other preventive or corrective 
maintenance.  

An example of demonstrating the OPERABILITY of the equipment being returned 
to service is reopening a containment isolation valve that has been closed 
to comply with Required Actions and must be reopened to perform the SRs.  

An example of demonstrating the OPERABILITY of other equipment is taking an 
inoperable channel or trip system out of the tripped condition to prevent 
the trip function from occurring during the performance of an SR on another 
channel in the other trip system. A similar example of demonstrating the 
OPERABILITY of other equipment is taking an inoperable channel or trip 
system out of the tripped condition to permit the logic to function and 
indicate the appropriate response during the performance of an SR on another 
channel in the same trip system.  

4.0.1 This specification provides that surveillance activities necessary to 
insure the Limiting Conditions for Operation are met and will be performed 
during the OPERATIONAL MODES or other conditions for which the Limiting 
Conditions for Operation are applicable. Provisions for additional 
surveillance activities to be performed without regard to the applicable 
OPERATIONAL MODES or other conditions are provided in the individual 
Surveillance Requirements. Surveillance Requirements for Special Test 
Exceptions need only be performed when the Special Test Exception is being 
utilized as an exception to an individual Specification.

Amendment No. 69, 152, 19ZB 3/4 0-3SEQUOYAH - UNIT 2



APPLICABILITY

BASES 

4.0.2 Specification 4.0.2 establishes the limit for which the specified 
time interval for Surveillance Requirements may be extended. It permits an 
allowable extension of the normal surveillance interval to facilitate 
surveillance scheduling and consideration of plant operating conditions that 
may not be suitable for conducting the surveillance; e.g., transient 
conditions or other ongoing surveillance or maintenance activities. It also 
provides flexibility to accommodate the length of a fuel cycle for 
surveillances that are performed at each refueling outage and are specified 
with an 18-month surveillance interval. It is not intended that this 
provision be used repeatedly as a convenience to extend surveillance 
intervals beyond that specified for surveillances that are not performed 
during refueling outages. The limitation of Specification 4.0.2 is based on 
engineering judgement and the recognition that the most probable result of 
any particular surveillance being performed is the verification of 
conformance with the Surveillance Requirements. This provision is 
sufficient to ensure that the reliability ensured through surveillance 
activities is not significantly degraded beyond that obtained from the 
specified surveillance interval.  

4.0.3 This specification establishes the failure to perform a Surveillance 
Requirement within the allowed surveillance interval, defined by the provisions 
of Specification 4.0.2, as a condition that constitutes a failure to meet the 
OPERABILITY requirements for a Limiting Condition for Operation. Under the 
provisions of this specification, systems and components are assumed to be 
OPERABLE when Surveillance Requirements have been satisfactorily performed 
within the specified time interval. However, nothing in this provision is to be 
construed as implying that systems or components are OPERABLE when they are 
found or known to be inoperable although still meeting the Surveillance 
Requirements. This specification also clarifies that the ACTION requirements 
are applicable when Surveillance Requirements have not been completed within the 
allowed surveillance interval and that the time limits of the ACTION 
requirements apply from the point in time it is identified that a surveillance 
has not been performed and not at the time that the allowed surveillance 
interval was exceeded. Completion of the Surveillance Requirement within the
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DOCKET NOS. 50-327 AND 50-328 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

By application dated April 6, 1995, the Tennessee Valley Authority (the 
licensee) proposed an amendment to the Technical Specifications (TS) for 
Sequoyah Nuclear Plant (SQN) Units 1 and 2. The requested changes would add a 
limiting condition for operation that would allow equipment to be returned to 
service under administrative control to perform operability testing. Related 
Bases changes would also be incorporated. Another proposed change would 
establish the time interval to place an inoperable channel in the bypass 
condition.  

The first change would be accomplished by incorporating Limiting Condition for 
Operation (LCO) 3.0.6, which would state: 

Equipment removed from service or declared inoperable to comply 
with ACTIONS may be returned to service under administrative 
control solely to perform testing required to demonstrate its 
OPERABILITY or the OPERABILITY of other equipment. This is an 
exception to LCO 3.0.1 and 3.0.2 for the system returned to 
service under administrative control to perform the testing 
required to demonstrate OPERABILITY.  

The change to the Bases would provide amplifying information and explanation 
related to this LCO.  

The second proposed change would modify Table 3.3-3, Action Statement 18, by 
specifying that the applicable channel must be placed in the bypass condition 
"within 6 hours" of it becoming inoperable.  

2.0 EVALUATION 

2.1 Operability LCO 

TS 3.0.1 requires compliance with the LCOs during the operational modes or 
other conditions specified in the TS except upon failure to meet the LCO, the 
applicable action requirements must be met. TS 3.0.2 specifies that 
noncompliance with a specification shall exist when the requirements of the 
LCO and associated action statements are not met within the specified time 
interval. In addition, if the LCO is restored prior to expiration of the 
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specified time interval, completion of the action statement is not required.  
Neither of these specifications address placing equipment in service to verify 
its operability. Therefore, it could be interpreted that such action is not 
allowed, which could create problems in performing some operability 
surveillances necessary to return equipment to service. In the past, however, 
such surveillance tests have been performed with the understanding that the 
intent of TS 3.0.1 and 3.0.2 is consistent with this position. To clarify 
this condition, the licensee submitted an amendment to add LCO 3.0.6 that will 
clearly allow such tests to be performed prior to declaring the equipment or 
other related equipment operable.  

The purpose of performing surveillance tests following a period when equipment 
was not operable, is to ensure that the equipment is capable of performing its 
intended safety function prior to it being declared operable. At times it is 
necessary to return the equipment to service for a short period of time under 
administrative controls in order to perform a valid test. Thus, the benefit 
of allowing this condition to be established under adequate controls is 
important from an operable safety consideration. In addition, the proposed 
change is consistent with the Westinghouse Standard TS (STS), NUREG-1431.  
Based on this analysis, the staff has determined that the proposed change is 
acceptable.  

The staff also finds the related change to add Bases 3.0.6 acceptable since it 
contains information to explain how the LCO will be used that is consistent 
with the STS.  

2.2 Channel To Bypass 

Table 3.3-3, "Engineered Safety Feature Actuation System Instrumentation," 
Action 18 is applicable to the following Functional Units: 

a. Containment Spray System, Containment Pressure High-High 
b. Phase "B" Isolation, Containment Pressure High-High 
c. Steam Line Isolation, Containment Pressure High-High 
d. Automatic Switchover to Containment Sump on RWST level low 

coincident with Containment Sump level high and Safety Injection.  

Action 18 contains the allowable conditions for continued unit operation if 
one of these instruments is inoperable provided that the instrument channel is 
placed in the bypass condition. It does not, however, specify a time interval 
for placing the inoperable channel into the bypass condition. Therefore, the 
licensee has proposed to specify that this must be accomplished within 6 hours 
in order to eliminate any potential confusion caused by this lack of a defined 
duration.  

Placing the inoperable instrument into the bypass condition reduces the 
potential for equipment damage that could result from unnecessary containment 
spraydown or premature containment sump swapover that may occur due to an 
inoperable instrument. Even though this action results in a reduction in the 
safety system function actuation afforded by the instrument, this is offset by
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the ability to maintain the integrity of the safety equipment, prevention of 
equipment damage caused by premature actuation, and the redundancy built into 
the design of the safety systems.  

The requirement in Action 18 to place an inoperable instrument listed above 
into the bypass condition is already contained in the present TS, only the 
time interval of 6 hours would be added. This change does not result in a 
decrease in nuclear safety and is consistent with the Westinghouse Standard 
Technical Specifiqations, NUREG-1431. Therefore, the staff finds the proposed 
change satisfactory.  

3.0 STATE CONSULTATION 

In accordance with the Commission's regulations, the Tennessee State official 
was notified of the proposed issuance of the amendment. The State official 
had no comments.  

4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATION 

The amendment changes a requirement with respect to installation or use of a 
facility component located within the restricted area as defined in 10 CFR 
Part 20. The NRC staff has determined that the amendment involves no 
significant increase in the amounts, and no significant change in the types, 
of any effluents that may be released offsite, and that there is no 
significant increase in individual or cumulative occupational radiation 
exposure. The Commission has previously issued a proposed finding that the 
amendment involves no significant hazards consideration, and there has been no 
public comment on such finding (60 FR 20530). Accordingly, the amendment 
meets the eligibility criteria for categorical exclusion set forth in 10 CFR 
51.22(c)(9). Pursuant to 10 CFR 51.22(b) no environmental impact statement or 
environmental assessment need be prepared in connection with the issuance of 
the amendment.  

5.0 CONCLUSION 

The Commission has concluded, based on the considerations discussed above, 
that: (1) there is reasonable assurance that the health and safety of the 
public will not be endangered by operation in the proposed manner, (2) such 
activities will be conducted in compliance with the Commission's regulations, 
and (3) the issuance of the amendment will not be inimical to the common 
defense and security or to the health and safety of the public.  
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