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OVERNIGHT MAIL

C. William Reamer, Chief

High Level Waste Branch

Division of Waste Management

Office of Nuclear Materials Safety
and Safeguards

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Two White Flint North

Rockville, MD 20852

RESPONSE TO U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION (NRC) LETTER
RELATED TO UNSATURATED AND SATURATED ZONE FLOW UNDER ISOTHERMAL
CONDITIONS (USFIC) KEY TECHNICAL ISSUE (KTI) AGREEMENTS

This letter transmits information requested by the NRC in their June 20, 2001, letter. Enclosure
1 is a compact disk containing the two synthetic meteorological data files requested in the NRC
letter (Item 3a in Section 3). Enclosure 1 also completes the Total System Performance
Assessment and Integration agreement 3.20.

In addition, Enclosure 2 to this letter is a U.S. Department of Energy response to the attachment
to NRC’s letter proposing clarifications to existing USFIC agreements, agreements considered
closed, and request for response to NRC audit observations identified in February 2001.

Please direct any questions concerning this letter and its enclosures to Timothy C. Gunter at

Assistant Manager, Office of
OL&RC:TCG-1748 Licensing and Regulatory Compliance

Enclosures:

1. CD Containing Two Synthetic Meteorological
Data Sets

2. DOE Comments on NRC’s Clarification of
NRC/DOE Agreements and Discussion of
New Items pertaining to the Unsaturated and
Saturated Flow Under Isothermal Conditions
Key Technical Issue \ m S
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cc w/encls:

K. C. Chang, NRC, Rockville, MD

M. M. Comar, NRC, Rockville, MD

D. D. Chamberlain, NRC, Arlington, TX

R. M. Latta, NRC, Las Vegas, NV

S. H. Hanauer, DOE/HQ (RW-2) FORS

B. J. Garrick, ACNW, Rockville, MD

Richard Major, ACNW, Rockville, MD

W. D. Barnard, NWTRB, Arlington, VA

Budhi Sagar, CNWRA, San Antonio, TX

W. C. Patrick, CNWRA, San Antonio, TX

Steve Kraft, NEI, Washington, DC

J. H. Kessler, EPRI, Palo Alto, CA

J.R. Curtiss, Winston & Strawn, Washington, DC

R. R. Loux, State of Nevada, Carson City, NV

John Meder, State of Nevada, Carson City, NV

Alan Kalt, Churchill County, Fallon, NV

Irene Navis, Clark County, Las Vegas, NV

Harriet Ealey, Esmeralda County, Goldfield, NV
Leonard Fiorenzi, Eureka County, Eureka, NV
Andrew Remus, Inyo County, Independence, CA
Michael King, Inyo County, Edmonds, WA

Mickey Yarbro, Lander County, Battle Mountain, NV
Jason Pitts, Lincoln County, Caliente, NV

L. W. Bradshaw, Nye County, Pahrump, NV

Geneva Hollis, Nye County, Tonopah, NV

Josie Larson, White Pine County, Ely, NV

Judy Shankle, Mineral County, Hawthorne, NV

R. I Holden, National Congress of American Indians, Washington, DC
Allen Ambler, Nevada Indian Environmental Coalition, Fallon, NV
R. N. Wells, DOE/YMSCO (RW-60) Las Vegas, NV

cc w/o encls:

N. K. Stablein, NRC, Rockville, MD

W. L. Belke, NRC, Las Vegas, NV

L. H. Barrett, DOE/HQ (RW-1) FORS

A. B. Brownstein, DOE/HQ (RW-52) FORS
R. A. Milner, DOE/HQ (RW-2) FORS
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cc w/o encls: (continued)
C. E. Einberg, DOE/HQ (RW-52) FORS
N. H. Slater, DOE/HQ (RW-52) FORS
S. J. Cereghino, BSC, Las Vegas, NV
N. H. Williams, BSC, Las Vegas, NV
K. M. Cline, MTS, Las Vegas, NV

. B. Bradbury, MTS, Las Vegas, NV

. P. Gamble, MTS, Las Vegas, NV

. C. Murray, MTS, Las Vegas, NV

. D. Rogers, MTS, Las Vegas, NV
ichard Goffi, MTS, Washington, DC

. W. Hellstrom, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV
. P. Mellington, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV
. E. Spence, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV

. F. Torii, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV
ephan Brocoum, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV
. Williams, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV

. Gil, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV
. Gunter, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV
. Hanlon, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV
. Harrington, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV
. Morris, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV

. Tynan, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV

. Lachman, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV

. Coleman, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV
C. M. Newbury, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV
J. T. Sullivan, DOE/YMSCO, Las Vegas, NV
C. A. Kouts, DOE/YMSCO (RW-2) FORS
OL&RC Library
Records Processing Center =
(ENCLS =READILY AVAILABLE)
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DOE Comments on
NRC'’s Clarification of NRC/DOE Agreements and
Discussion of New Items pertaining to the
Unsaturated and Saturated Flow Under Isothermal Conditions Key Technical Issue

Clarification of USFIC Agreements. DOE and the NRC discussed the information
requested by NRC regarding Subissue 4, Agreements 1 through 5, at the Total System
Performance Assessment and Integration (TSPAI) Technical Exchange (TE), held the
week of August 6, 2001, in Las Vegas. New and modified agreements were
established at the conclusion of that meeting.

Completed USFIC Agreements. DOE notes the closed status of USFIC Subissue 5,
Agreements 7 and 14.

New Items
USFIC Subissue 3: The two synthetic meteorological data files of interest to the

NRC are contained on a CD enclosed with this letter. These files are associated
with DTN GS000208311221.003.

USFIC Subissue 4. This item was discussed at the August 6, 2001 TSPAI TE.
See TSPAI agreement 3.25.

USFIC Subissue 4. This item was discussed at the August 6, 2001 TSPAI TE.
See TSPAI agreement 3.29.

USFIC Subissue 4. This item was discussed at the August 6, 2001 TSPAI TE.
See TSPAI agreement 3.26.

Other Items. DOE discussed the NRC Audit Observer Inquiries ARP-01-02-1, RP-
01-02-2, and ARP-01-02-3 at the August 6, 2001 TSPAI TE. NRC Audit Observer
Inquiry ARP-01-02-4 and ARP-01-01-01 were addressed by letter dated August 16,
2001

Enclosure 2



