
November 20, 2001

Mr. W. E. Cummins, Director
Passive Plant Development
Westinghouse Electric Company
P.O. Box 355
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania  15230-0355

SUBJECT: AP1000 LICENSING

Dear Mr. Cummins:

In your letter dated October 12, 2001, to Samuel J. Collins, you confirm Westinghouse plans to
submit an application for design certification of the AP1000 in CY 2002.  This information is
helpful to us as we continue to prioritize our resources.  We plan to commence the design
certification review shortly after the application is submitted.

The staff is currently reviewing the technical areas defined in Phase 2 of the pre-application
process.  The final responses to our request for additional information were received on
November 9, 2001.  Therefore, our review is not scheduled to be completed until January 2002. 
The staff�s evaluation will be presented to the responsible Advisory Committee on Reactor
Safeguards (ACRS) subcommittees in February 2002, and to the full ACRS committee in March
2002.  The staff�s recommendations will then be provided to the Commission for approval.

Recently, the Commission released the staff�s assessment of its readiness to review new
reactor applications for licenses, SECY-01-0188, �Future Licensing and Inspection Readiness
Assessment.�  In this paper we included our estimate of the NRC resources needed for the
AP1000 review.  You may find this information useful.  

In your letter, you also expressed an interest in meeting with Sam Collins to discuss the costs,
schedule, and expectations for the AP1000 design certification review.  It would be more
productive for such a meeting to be scheduled after the staff has completed the pre-application
review.  Please contact me to schedule a mutually agreeable time for our meeting.  I can be
reached at 301-415-1126.

Sincerely,

/RA/

James E. Lyons, Director
New Reactor Licensing Project Office
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Project No. 711

cc:  See next page
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