
November 21, 2001

MEMORANDUM TO: File

FROM: Darl S. Hood, Senior Project Manager   /RA/
Project Directorate III-1
Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

SUBJECT: PALISADES PLANT, CLOSURE OF TAC NO MB2506

By letter dated July 30, 2001, Nuclear Management Company (the licensee) requested Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) approval to use American Society of Mechanical Engineers
(ASME) Code Case N-504-1, �Alternative Rules for Repair of Class 1, 2, and 3 Austenitic
Stainless Steel Piping Section XI, Division 1,� for the repair of control rod drive mechanism
(CRDM) upper housing assemblies at the Palisades Plant.  TAC No. MB2506 was opened and
a work request issued for NRC technical branches to review this request.  However, the
requested code case is applicable to piping components, but the intended application was to a
non-piping component (the CRDM pressure housing is a vessel appurtenance, designed and
fabricated to the ASME Pressure Vessel Code, Section III, 1965 edition, for Class A vessels per
Paragraph N-131).  Accordingly, during a public meeting with the licensee on August 1, 2001, I
informed the licensee that the request could not be processed in its current form because such
application required a relief request.  Notwithstanding the need for a revised submittal from the
licensee in the form of a relief request, the NRC staff initiated a review of the technical content
of the July 30, 2001, letter.

By letter dated September 17, 2001, the licensee submitted a revised request in the form of a
relief request in order to apply the code case to CRDMs.  TAC No. MB3001 was opened and a
revised work request issued for NRC technical review.  All subsequent review under TAC No.
MB2506 is being reviewed under TAC No. MB3001.  

Accordingly, TAC No. MB2506 is now considered closed. 
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