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November 3, 2001

Dr. Richard Meserve, Chairman
United States Nuclear Rogulatory Commission }:
Via

Subject: NRC must halt nuclear waste shipments — as has DOE

Dear Chairman Meserve:

Tn mid-October, the U.S. Department of Energy suspended a planncd s
from the defense industry for at {cast six months due to concerns about
moving waste trains. It scoms that the NRC would already havc halted
by the only U.S. utility transparting the deadly matcrial - Carolina Povy
of an organization rcpresenting thousands of North Carolina residents,

ax: 301-415-1672

hipment of irradiated fucl assemblies
possible terrorist attacks on slow-

similar shipments of such waste fuel
er & Light/Progress Energy. As head

[ call on you to act now — without

dclay — and order CP&L 10 ccasc all waste shipments to the Shcaron Harris Nuclear Plant.

DOE and NRC have both been long criticized for succumbing to nucl

r industry influence, which could

explain why DOE officials twice ordered the shipment from New York to resume after its initial cancellation

on September 11%. The fact that it was halted a third and final time r
rigorous intemal debate about safcty — resulting in the decision that it i
target for terrorists that, if attacked, could rclease a large amount of rad
a waterway.

Tt would be inconsistent, and in this case highly dangcrous, for one fedg
findings regarding public safety involving trains carrying high-level nu

This year, the NRC placud an enormous burden en the people of centr

Harns waste pool cxpansion aftgr refusing 10 ¢yen consider the warninz
could initiate a catastrophic nuclear waste pool firc. It is now clcar that
"remotc risk" is hardly that after thc September 11 WTC disaster. With

Carolina will be home to the nation’s fastest growing nuclear stockpile
waste sitc — and a potential target that grows larger each time CP&L ref

Nuclear waste trains make slow-moving targcts, and represent an entire
counties throngh which these train shipments pass have no cmergency
there any evacuation procedures in place.

Should the NRC allow CP&L to continue this practice, you will havc by
numerous communities across the Carolinas that if capitalized on by ter]
with lost homes and property. The public now lives with the anxiety of]
trains pass near their homes (since the shipments arc kept secrct even fi
whether some night they might be awakened by the dreaded sirens signz
in extreme danger.

ects that there must have been a
100 dangerous to create a potential

joactivity into the atmospherc and/or
ral agency to contradict another’s
Clear waste.

| North Carolina by approving the
s of top experts that a terrorist act

the NRC was wrong. The so-called
out your action, central North

- with four reactors feeding one
els any of its reactors.

ly unnecessary risk to the public. The
lanning for such an accident, nor are

¢ default left in place a threat to
rorists, could cost many lives along
wondering when the nuclear wastc
bm emergency personnel), and

ling that they and their families are
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On October 10™, public officials from three counties called on CP&L tp cease transporting the waste. The
company has not yet acted, so the NRC must make that call. The threat of terrorism will likely never fully
abate; therofore your order should be permanent. At the very least, shipments should be stopped pending
open hearings, with public and local government involvement, in ordex to fully evaluate the risks of transport
versus alternative means of managing the nuclear waste, plus a comprehensive environmental impact

statemont. | am surc you will agree that the public deserves that much|

In the current “War on Terrorism”, CP&L's shipments and crowded waste pools put the citizens of central

N.C. on the front lines with no defensc o speak of, scanty information, and no evacuation plan for most of a

very large potential accident zone. Should you choose not to stop the spipmcnts, I must insist that you

present a full explanation to us, and to Sen. Jessc Helms, Sen. John Edwwards, Rep. David Price, and Attorney
y.

General Ashcroft, as copicd below. I look forward to your prompt repl

Sincerely,

Ao e
Warren

Executive Director

cc Sen. Jessc Helms
Sen. John Edwards
Rep. David Price
Attorney General John Ashcroft
Ormangc County Board of Commissioners




