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November 7, 2001 

Richard A. Meserve 
Chairman 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
One White Flint North Building 
11555 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, Maryland 20852 

Dear Chairman Meserve: 

I was alarmed to learn of plans to reopen a liquefied natural gas (LNG) unloading facility 

near Cove Point, Maryland. Shipping to this facility, with foreign vessels and foreign crews 

transporting flammable fuel fribm Algeria or other countries, could create a new vulnerability to 

terrorism. I am particularly concerned because the Cove Point facility is within 3 V½ miles of the • 

Calvert Cliffs nuclear power plant, which is directly on the shore of the Chesapeake Bay.  

I know the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NaRC) is taking seriously the terrorist threat 

to America's nuclear reactors. Unfortunately, not every agency is as attentive to security needs 

as we receive warnings of further terrorism. It was on October 11, the one-month anniversary of 

the attacks on America, that the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) granted 

preliminary approval for the Cove Point LNG facility to reopen.  

I hope the NRC will immediately look into the potential threat to the safety of the Calvert 

Cliffs nuclear power plant and the people of Maryland by the proposed reopening of Cove Point 

to LNG shipments. I have written to Homeland Security Director Ridge and FBI Director Muller 

on this issue because of the national security implications.  

I look forward to hearing from you soon on this important safety issue.  

Sincerely, 

Barbara A. Mikulski 
United States Senator 
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