
October 23, 2001

Mr. M. Reddemann
Site Vice President
Kewaunee and Point Beach Nuclear Plants
Nuclear Management Company, LLC
6610 Nuclear Road
Two Rivers, WI  54241

SUBJECT: NRC INSPECTION REPORT 07200005/2001-001(DNMS) - POINT BEACH

Dear Mr. Reddemann:

On October 4, 2001, the NRC completed a special inspection of the construction of four
concrete dry fuel storage cask overpacks at your Point Beach Nuclear Generating Plant.  The
results of this inspection were discussed on October 4 with members of your staff.  The
enclosed report presents the results of that inspection.

The purpose of the inspection was to observe various portions of the construction of the dry fuel
cask concrete overpacks.

Based on the results of this inspection, no violations of NRC requirements were identified. 
Overall, the construction of the dry fuel storage cask overpacks was performed well.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.790 of the NRC's "Rules of Practice," a copy of this letter 
and its enclosure will be available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public
Document Room or from the Publicly Available Records (PARS) component of NRC's
document system (ADAMS).  ADAMS is accessible from the NRC Web site at
http://www.nrc.gov/NRC/ADAMS/index.html  (the Public Electronic Reading Room).

We will gladly discuss any questions you have concerning this inspection.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Bruce L. Jorgensen, Chief
Decommissioning Branch

Docket No. 07200005

Enclosure: Inspection Report 07200005/2001-001(DNMS)

See Attached Distribution
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cc w/encl: R. Grigg, President and Chief
  Operating Officer, WEPCo
M. Wadley, Chief Nuclear Officer, NMC
J. Gadzala, Licensing Manager
S. Cartwright, Nuclear Asset Manager
F. Cayia, Plant Manager
J. O�Neill, Jr., Shaw, Pittman, 
  Potts & Trowbridge
K. Duveneck, Town Chairman
  Town of Two Creeks
B. Burks, P.E., Director
  Bureau of Field Operations
A. Bie, Chairperson, Wisconsin
  Public Service Commission
S. Jenkins, Electric Division
  Wisconsin Public Service Commission
State Liaison Officer
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Point Beach Nuclear Generating Plant, Units 1 & 2
Point Beach Inspection Report 07200005/2001-001(DNMS)

This special inspection included direct observation by the inspector of various portions of
construction of dry fuel cask concrete overpacks.  Overall, the construction of the overpacks
was performed well.  Additionally, a repair of the transfer cask was reviewed and found
acceptable.
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Report Details

1.0 Concrete Overpack Construction

a. Inspection Scope (60853)

The inspection evaluated whether the construction of four concrete overpacks met the
requirements of the license (cask numbers 13-16).

b. Observations and Findings

Prior to the concrete pours, the licensee had two members of the Palisades Cask
Storage Project come to Point Beach and perform a readiness review and also share
lessons learned from their own recent concrete pours.

The reinforcing steel was of the right size, was properly placed, and was tied-off
appropriately according to drawing WVCC-24-006, sheets 1 and 2.  The insides of the
forms were clean and free of any debris.

The inspector inspected the concrete batch plant which was found to be acceptable. 
The bins for the fine and coarse aggregate operated so as to discharge efficiently and
freely, with minimum segregation, into the weighing hoppers.  The operator had fine
control of the amount being placed in the weighing hoppers.  The hoppers were
constructed so as to eliminate accumulations of tare weight material and fully discharge
to a clean conveyor belt dumping into the mixing truck.  The scale indicating devices
were just certified/calibrated earlier this year.  The scales were in full view of the
operator and he had convenient access to all controls.  Water and a liquid admixture
that was charged with the water appeared to be added to the dry material at the correct
times.

The mixing trucks were pre-certified by the licensee to be used for this job.  Careful
attention was placed on the truck revolution limit of 300.  Super plasticizer was added at
the job site with the corresponding additional 30 revolutions.

The correct sampling and testing of the concrete was performed.  Slump, air-content,
and temperature tests were routinely performed along with break cylinder specimens.

Advance planning assured that the concrete was of the highest quality before it was
placed.  Placement consisted of pumping the concrete into the forms.  Care was taken
to ensure that the concrete had an unrestricted vertical drop to the point of placement. 
The concrete was not allowed to separate by hitting reinforcing steel.  Proper
consolidation of the pour was accomplished by using a systematic pattern of vibration to
ensure that all the concrete was adequately consolidated.  The use of experienced and
competent vibrator operators ensured a satisfactory and successful consolidation of
concrete as observed by the lack of honeycombing and unacceptable air voids.

c. Conclusions

The use of previous lessons learned and experienced people resulted in quality
concrete pours which met the license requirements.
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2.0 Repair of Transfer Cask

a. Inspection Scope (60855)

The inspection evaluated whether the licensee had effectively implemented site
procedures to ensure that the transfer cask met requirements.

b. Observations and Findings

During the annual non-destructive examination of the transfer cask, required by ANSI
N14.6, a small linear indication was found on the groove weld which fastens the door rail
shield to the multi-assembly sealed basket.  The licensee documented this on Condition
Report 01-2296.  A screening and safety evaluation, No. 2001-0643, was performed in
accordance with 10 CFR 72.48,  which concluded that the proposed repair activity would
not change or affect the transfer cask as described in the licensing basis.  The same
standards cited in the licensing basis, specifically, conformance to ANSI N14.6
requirements and welding repair per ANSI/ANSI D1.1 requirements, were used.

c. Conclusions

This repair was performed in a manner which ensured that the transfer cask stayed
consistent with the licensing basis.

3.0 Storage Capacity Update

Public hearings were held by the Public Service Commission (PSC) of Wisconsin on
December 18 and 20, 2000 for the purpose of hearing arguments for and against PSC
authorization of additional casks at Point Beach.  On March 27, 2001, the PSC granted
permission for Nuclear Management Company to construct and place in service up to 
36 additional dry storage casks.  Since Kewaunee is also operated by the Nuclear
Management Company, the PSC approval would permit fuel from the Kewaunee plant to be
placed in casks at Point Beach�s ISFSI [Independent Spent Fuel Storage Installation]. 
However, this would not be permitted under current NRC licenses and would require prior
NRC approval.

4.0 Exit Meeting Summary

The inspector presented the inspection results to members of licensee management at an exit
meeting on October 4, 2001.  The licensee did not identify any information discussed as being
proprietary.
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PARTIAL LIST OF PERSONS CONTACTED

J. F. Becka Dry Storage Supervisor

INSPECTION PROCEDURES USED

IP 60855 Operation of an ISFSI
IP 60853 On-site Fabrication of Components and Construction of an ISFSI

LIST OF ACRONYMS USED

ANSI American National Standards Institute
ISFSI Independent Spent Fuel Storage Installation
PSC Public Service Commission


