October 24, 2001

Mr. G. M. Eisenberg

Director, Nuclear Codes and Standards
American Society of Mechanical Engineers
Three Park Avenue

New York, NY 10016-5990

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR AN EXTENSION OF THE COMMENT PERIOD FOR THE
PROPOSED RULE TO UPDATE 10 CFR 50.55a, "CODES AND STANDARDS"

Dear Mr. Eisenberg:

By letter dated October 16, 2001, you requested for the American Society of Mechanical
Engineers (ASME) an extension of the public comment period for the proposed rule amending
10 CFR 50.55a that was issued on August 3, 2001 (66 FR 40626). The public comment period
for the proposed rule ended on October 17, 2001. You requested an extension of this deadline
to November 2, 2001.

On October 18, 2001, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) notified you that the ASME
request would be approved and that it would formally respond to your request via a letter. The
NRC has reviewed the ASME request and approves the request. Comments from the ASME
are to be submitted no later than November 2, 2001.

Sincerely,

Jack R. Strosnider, Director /RA/
Division of Engineering
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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