
December 5, 2001

The Honorable Paul B. Eccard
First Selectman
Town of Waterford
Fifteen Rope Ferry Road
Waterford, Connecticut  06385-2886

Dear Mr. Eccard:

I am responding on behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) to your
letter dated October 2, 2001, in which you asked that the NRC verify that all steps necessary to
meet the security demands of a �heightened state of awareness� are being taken at Millstone
Nuclear Power Station.

I want to assure you that the NRC has verified that the necessary actions are being
taken at the Millstone Nuclear Power Station.  NRC inspectors, including those permanently
stationed at the facility, were involved in the verification process. 

Although nuclear power plants are among the most hardened and secure civilian
facilities in the United States, the recent terrorist attacks have focused attention on the need to
review policies and practices related to safeguards and physical security measures for civilian
nuclear facilities.  The NRC has actively monitored the security situation at nuclear facilities
since the day of the terrorist attacks, and has taken measures to ensure the protection of public
health and safety.  As you are aware, immediately after the attacks of September 11, the NRC
advised licensees to implement the highest level of security, and all promptly did so.  The
specific actions are understandably sensitive and, therefore, cannot be discussed in a public
document, but they generally include additional patrols and security posts, augmented security
forces and capabilities, heightened coordination with law enforcement and military authorities,
and more restricted access of personnel and vehicles to the sites.  

On October 18 and 19, 2001, an NRC Security Specialist conducted an audit of
Millstone�s security posture and determined that the additional actions taken at the site, which
included the assistance of a local law enforcement agency, were acceptable.  With continued
uncertainty about the possibility of additional terrorist activities, the Nation�s nuclear power
plants remain at the highest level of security and the NRC continues to closely monitor the
situation.

For the longer term, I, with the full support of the Commission, have directed the NRC
staff to reevaluate the NRC�s safeguards and physical security programs thoroughly.  This
reevaluation will be a top-to-bottom analysis involving all aspects of these programs.  The NRC
is currently interacting with the Office of Homeland Security, the Federal Bureau of
Investigations, the Department of Defense, and other intelligence and law-enforcement
agencies to ensure that any changes to the NRC�s programs are informed by pertinent input
from other relevant U.S. agencies.



-2-

In the meantime, I again want to assure you that the NRC is actively monitoring the
security situation at nuclear facilities, including Millstone, and that the agency has taken
measures to ensure the protection of public health and safety.

I appreciate the opportunity to respond to your concern.  Please do not hesitate to
contact me if you have any further questions.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Richard A. Meserve



Identical letter sent to:

The Honorable Melodie Peters
Connecticut Senate
Fifteen Rope Ferry Road
Waterford, Connecticut  06385-2886

The Honorable Andrea Stillman
Connecticut House of Representatives
Fifteen Rope Ferry Road
Waterford, Connecticut 06385-2886


