
July 17, 2001

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE PNO-II-01-023

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE safety or public
interest significance. The information is as initially received without verification or evaluation, and is
basically all that is known by Region II staff in Atlanta, Georgia on this date.

Facility    Licensee Emergency Classification
Burlington Industries, Inc.    Notification of Unusual Event
Hurt Finishing Plant    Alert
Hurt, Virginia    Site Area Emergency

   General Emergency
X Not Applicable

Subject: MISSING GENERAL LICENSED DEVICE

On July 13, 2001, the NRC Operations Center was notified by Burlington Industries, Inc.,
Greensboro, North Carolina, of an event regarding the discovery of a missing General Licensed
device at its Hurt, Virginia facility.

On May 15, 1977, the licensee received a Panametrics, Inc. Model No. 4000 X-Ray
Spectrochemical Analyzer containing 10 millicuries of americium-241 for research and
development purposes at its Hurt, Virginia facility.  On July 7, 2001, the licensee received a
request to register the device with the NRC.  Attempts by the licensee to determine the location of
the device revealed that during October 1997, the facility had undergone renovations that included
the research and development lab where the device had been stored.  Prior to October 1997, the
licensee had placed the device in storage and had not used it since 1980.  After discussions with
personnel and a review of shipping manifests, the licensee was able to determine that on
October 31, 1997, the licensee had inadvertently placed the device in scrap metal that was picked
up by a scrap metal dealer located in Lynchburg, Virginia.  Discussions between the licensee and
the scrap metal dealer had not determined the whereabouts of the missing device.

The licensee is continuing its efforts to determine the whereabouts of the missing device.

The Commonwealth of Virginia was informed by Region II.

Region II received notification of this occurrence from the NRC Operations Center.  Region II will
continue to followup on this event with the licensee.  The information presented herein has been
discussed with the licensee, and is current as of 8:15 a.m., July 17, 2001.

 Contact:   Wade T. Loo
                  (404)562-4727


