
October 23, 2001
Mr. S. K. Gambhir
Division Manager - Nuclear Operations 
Omaha Public Power District
Fort Calhoun Station  FC-2-4 Adm.
Post Office Box 399
  Hwy. 75 - North of Fort Calhoun
Fort Calhoun, NE  68023-0399

SUBJECT: FORT CALHOUN STATION, UNIT NO. 1 - WITHDRAWAL OF AN
AMENDMENT REQUEST (TAC NO. MB0641)

Dear Mr. Gambhir:

By letter dated October 27, 2000, Omaha Public Power District (OPPD) applied for an
amendment to the Fort Calhoun Station Facility Operating License No. DPR-40.  OPPD had
proposed a revision to the Fort Calhoun Technical Specifications (TS) to eliminate the
requirement for the 13.8 kV transmission line surveillance test at each refueling outage.  OPPD
is re-evaluating the benefit of maintaining this TS.  Subsequently, by letter dated October 5,
2001, OPPD proposed to withdraw this request while it performs this re-evaluation.  You have
stated that should OPPD determine at a later date to pursue this change, OPPD will make a
new license amendment request.  With issuance of this letter, TAC No. MB0641 is closed.  

The Commission has filed the enclosed Notice of Withdrawal of Application for Amendment to
Facility Operating License with the Office of the Federal Register for publication.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Alan B. Wang, Project Manager, Section 2 
Project Directorate IV
Division of Licensing Project Management 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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Ft. Calhoun Station, Unit 1

cc:
Winston & Strawn
ATTN:  James R. Curtiss, Esq.
1400 L Street, N.W.
Washington, DC  20005-3502

Mr. Jack Jensen, Chairman
Washington County Board
  of Supervisors
Blair, NE  68008

Mr. Wayne Walker, Resident Inspector
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Post Office Box 309
Fort Calhoun, NE  68023

Regional Administrator, Region IV
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 1000
Arlington, TX  76011

Mr.  John Fassell, LLRW Program Manager
Health and Human Services
Regulation and Licensure
Consumer Health Services
301 Cententiall Mall, South
P. O. Box 95007
Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-5007

Mr. Richard P. Clemens
Manager - Fort Calhoun Station
Omaha Public Power District
Fort Calhoun Station FC-1-1 Plant
Post Office Box 399
Hwy. 75 - North of Fort Calhoun
Fort Calhoun, NE  68023

Mr. Mark T. Frans
Manager - Nuclear Licensing
Omaha Public Power District
Fort Calhoun Station FC-2-4 Adm.
Post Office Box 399
Hwy. 75 - North of Fort Calhoun
Fort Calhoun, NE  68023-0399
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UNITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

OMAHA PUBLIC POWER DISTRICT

DOCKET NO. 50-285

NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL OF APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT

TO FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (the Commission) has granted the request of

Omaha Public Power District (OPPD/the licensee) to withdraw its October 27, 2000, application

for proposed amendment to Facility Operating License No. DPR-40 for the Fort Calhoun

Station, Unit 1, located in Washington County, Nebraska. 

The proposed amendment would have eliminated the refueling requirement for the 13.8

kV transmission line surveillance test.  Fort Calhoun receives 161 kV and 345 kV off-site power

from the switchyard at the plant site.  Power from a 13.8 kV supply is also available in the

switchgear room.  The ability to use the 13.8 kV power supply, originally a construction power

supply, was added to the technical specifications (TSs) during the licensing of the Fort Calhoun

Station because in the NRC�s review of the Fort Calhoun Final Safety Analysis Report, it was

noted that the 345 kV lines passed over the 161 kV lines, and should a 345 kV line fall for any

reason, the 161 kV line might also be lost.  OPPD maintained that this line is not capable of

supplying post-design basis accident loads and it is not credited in the licensing basis for

mitigation of design basis accidents.  In addition, OPPD stated the surveillance test places a

significant burden upon the operating crew and involves the switching of many components. 

After several discussions with the staff, OPPD has decided to withdraw this request to re-

evaluate the basis for this TS change.



-2-

The Commission had previously issued a Notice of Consideration of Issuance of

Amendment published in the FEDERAL REGISTER on December 27, 2000 (65 FR 81927). 

However, by letter dated October 5, 2001, the licensee withdrew the proposed change.

For further details with respect to this action, see the application for amendment dated

October 27, 2000, and the licensee�s letter dated October 5, 2001, which withdrew the

application for the license amendment.  Documents may be examined, and/or copied for a fee,

at the NRC�s Public Document Room, located at One White Flint North, 11555 Rockville Pike

(first floor), Rockville, Maryland.  Publicly available records will be accessible electronically from

the Agencywide Documents Access and Management Systems (ADAMS) Public Electronic

Reading Room on the internet at the NRC Web site, http://www.nrc.gov/NRC/ADAMS/index/html. 

Persons who do not have access to ADAMS or who encounter problems in accessing the

documents located in ADAMS, should contact the NRC Public Document Room (PDR)

Reference staff by telephone at 1-800-397-4209, 301-415-4737 or by email to pdr@nrc.gov.

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 23 rd day of October 2001.

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

/RA/

Alan B. Wang, Project Manager, Section 2
Project Directorate IV
Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation


