
October 11, 2001

Mr. John Petkewich
Assistant Regional Administrator
  for Public Buildings Services 9(P)
450 Golden Gate Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102

Dear Mr. Petkewich:

The purpose of this letter is to request your assistance and to express our concern over your
staff�s recent telephone notification to us that the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is not
an acceptable tenant for space in the Foley Building projected to be available in early 2004. 
Our need for space is to conduct hearings on the Department of Energy�s (DOE) anticipated
application to construct a geologic repository for spent nuclear fuel at the proposed Yucca
Mountain site. 

I am requesting that you reconsider that decision and, if that decision is not reversed, provide
me with a written explanation of the basis for your denial and your plan to provide alternative
space.

We have had discussions with your local representative, Robert W. Nimmo, regarding options
to accommodate our needs.  Based on these discussions, it appeared that space within the 
Foley Building would be ideal.  It provides an enhanced level of security in a Federal building 
that would meet many of our basic security requirements and, following the scheduled building
refurbishment, would meet our anticipated occupancy requirement of October 2004.  

After our discussion with Mr. Nimmo, we submitted a formal request for occupancy in the Foley
Building (copy enclosed).  GSA then requested that we furnish our space plans and
construction requirements.  These plans were in development when we were informed that the
opportunity to occupy space in the Foley Building was withdrawn, apparently because another
agency in the building did not want NRC as a tenant.

The conduct of the Yucca Mountain hearing is a matter of significant national importance and a
high priority for the NRC.  Because of the concern and interest of the people of Nevada and
their elected Federal, State, and local representatives in the proposed Yucca Mountain
repository, the NRC believes it is most important to conduct the public adjudicatory licensing
proceeding in Nevada and, more specifically, in the Las Vegas area, which is the locality closest
to the proposed repository that is likely to have the technology support infrastructure needed for 
the hearing process that could take up to 36 months.  Moreover, the NRC believes that there
are significant security advantages to holding these hearings in a Federal facility that cannot be
efficiently and economically met in any other fashion.
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Accordingly, I would appreciate your review of the situation and request that you reconsider
your position.  The NRC stands ready to answer any of your questions and meet with you at
any time should you find that helpful.  Please feel free to call me at (301) 415-6222 if I may be
of assistance.  We need to move forward expeditiously on this matter.  To assist us in that
regard, we need to have available a full and detailed written explanation of your findings. 
Therefore, I would appreciate your forwarding your findings to me as soon as practicable so
that we can determine what future course of action we need to take to meet our space
requirement in your region. 
    
Thank you for your immediate attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

/RA/
Michael L. Springer, Director
Office of Administration

Enclosure:  As stated
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