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UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA
NUCLEAR REGULATCRY COWM SSI ON
+ + + + 4+
PUBLI C SCOPI NG MEETI NG FOR LI CENSE RENEWAL
SURRY POAER STATI ON

+ + + + 4+

VEDNESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 19, 2001
+ 4+ + + +
The Public Scopi ng Meeting took place at
the Surry Combined District Courtroom Surry County
Gover nment Center, 45 School Street, Surry, Virginia,
at 7:00 p.m, Chip Cameron, Facilitator, presiding.
PRESENT:
CH P CAMERON
CHRI' S GRI MES
BOB PRATO
ANDY KUGLER
ERNEST BLOUNT
TERRY LEW S
JI' M DI SHNER
Rl CHARD BLOUNT
Bl LL BOLIN

SENATOR FRED QUAYLE
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(7:00 p.m)
FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Good eveni ng,
everybody. | would |ike to wel cone all of you to the

Nucl ear Regul at ory Conm ssi on's Scopi ng Meeting onthe
preparation of an environnental inpact statenent for
Dom nion's |icense application for renewal of |icense
at Surry Units 1 and 2.

My nane is Chip Caneron, |I'mthe Speci al
Counsel for Public Liaison at the Nucl ear Regul atory
Conmi ssion. |'mpleased to be your facilitator for
toni ght's neeting.

And | just want to cover three things
briefly about the neeting process before we go to the
substance of the discussion tonight.

The first is the objectives for tonight's
nmeeting. Secondly | would like to go over the format
and ground rul es for the neeting tonight. And, lastly
| would liketotalk alittle bit about the agenda, so
t hat you know what to expect.

In terms of the objectives for the
neeting, the NRC is going to provide you wth
i nformation, tonight, onthe license renewal process,

specifically the environnmental analysis that is done
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to assist the NRCin determ ning whether to renewthe
| i censes at Surry.

This is called a scoping neeting. And
scoping is atermthat is used in connection with the
preparation of Environmental |npact Statenents. The
Envi ronnmental Inpact Statenment is a document that
serves to assi st the Nucl ear Regul atory Conmmi ssion in
maki ng its deci sion on the renewal applications.

And scoping is an opportunity for the NRC
to find out any information that they shoul d consi der
i n preparing the Environnental |npact Statenment. And
we are going to hear nore on that whol e process in a
m nut e.

The nost inportant part of the neeting
tonight is to hear fromyou out there on potenti al
envi ronnental inpacts that the NRC shoul d consider in
preparing the Environnmental |npact Statenent.

The NRC will also be taking witten
comments on the scoping issues, but we wanted to be
here with you tonight to talk to you in person. And
you may hear information tonight fromthe NRC staff,
or frommenbers in the conmmunity that may help you
prepare, if you want to do so, help you to prepare

your witten comrents.
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But | would just enphasize that any
comments that the NRC hears tonight will carry the
same weight as any conmments that are submitted in
witing.

Internms of format there are two segnents
to tonight's nmeeting. The first segnment is going to
consi st of two brief presentations fromthe NRCstaff,
and we will go on to you for any questions you m ght
have about the issues that are discussed in those
present ati ons.

And then we wll nove to the second
segnment, which in that segnent we wll give anybody
who wants to make a formal conmment, an opportunity to
come up here and nake a formal comrent that the NRC
wi || consider in devel opi ng the Environnmental | npact
St at enent .

W do have a st enographer with us tonight,
we are keeping a transcript of the meeting, and that
transcript will be available to the public.

In ternms of ground rules, because we are
keeping a transcript, if you do want to either ask a
guestion, or make a formal statement, | woul d just ask
you to give us your name, and affiliation, if

appropri ate.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

7

| would also ask that only one person
speak at a time tonight so that the stenographer can
get a clear transcript of who is talking. But, nore
i mportantly, so that we can give our full attentionto
whonever has the floor at the tine.

| do want to make sure that everybody who
wants to speak has an opportunity to speak tonight.
So I would just ask you to be concise. W don't have
a whole lot of people who are going to be nmaking
formal comments, so that we can be a little bit
rel axed about tine.

But | would offer as a guideline
approximately five mnutes for any formal coments
that you mi ght have tonight.

Interns of the agenda, we are going to go
first to M. Chris Ginmes, who is right here. And
Chris is goingto be tal king about the |license renewal
process, generally. He is the branch chief of -- I'm
going to pull this out of ny pocket, again, so |
remenber it, the License Renewal and Standardization
Branch, wthin Qur Ofice of Nuclear Reactor
Regul ati on.

And Chris and t he peopl e who work for him

are responsible for evaluating the safety issues
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associated wth wevaluating the |I|icense renewal
appl i cati on.

They al so take the i nformati on t hat cones
in fromthe Environmental |npact Statement, and any
i nspection findings, and they integrate that with the
analysis of the safety issues, and make an initi al
recommendati on on whether the |icense application
shoul d be renewed.

So Chris is going to give us that
overview. He has been with the NRC since 1973, and
now has this inportant responsibility. He has a
bachel or' s degree in nucl ear engi neering fromOregon
St at e.

And t he second presentationis goingto be
by Andy Kugler, Andy is the environnental project
manager for the preparation of the Environnental
| npact Statenment on the Surry |Ilicense renewal
appl i cati ons.

And he is going to talk about what is
involved in the Environmental |[Inpact Statenent
preparation process, and how you can gi ve us comment s
on scopi ng, and what is going to happen further down
the line.

Andy, by way of background, has a

bachel or' s degree from Cooper Union in New York City,
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and a master's in technical managenent from Johns
Hopki ns University. And before he came to the NRC he
was a senior |icensed reactor operator for Gul f States
Uilities.

So they are going to make a presentati on,
we wi Il see if you have any questions, nake sure that
what they present is clear, and then we will goto the
formal comments for this evening.

And | woul d just thank you for being here.
W do have sonet hing called a feedback formthat is a
survey, a questionnaire | should say, that provides
information to us, fromyou, on how well we did in
terms of this public neeting.

I n other words, what areas could we have
i mproved on. That is out at the registration desk
out si de. So if you do have some thoughts, please
provide themto us.

And what | would like to do nowis go to
Chris Gimes and have him tell us about I|icense
renewal process, generally.

MR. GRIMES: Thank you, Chip. As Chip
nmentioned ny nanme is Chris Gines, |'mthe chief of
t he Li cense Renewal and St andardi zati on Branch in the

NRC s O fice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation. And I'm
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responsi bl e for the overall prograns rel ated to power
reactor |icense renewals.

The current operating |licenses for Surry
Units 1 and 2 expire in 2012, and 2013. And as Chip
mentioned, we have received an application for the
renewal of those licenses from Virginia Power, now
Domi ni on Ener gy.

The purpose of ny presentation is | want
to provide a context and an overall description of
what the license renewal process involves, as it
relates to the descriptionthat M. Kugler is goingto
describe, related to the specific process for
devel opi ng an Envi ronmental | npact Statement for this
Surry application.

The license renewal process mrrors the
sane process that was used when the operating
| i censes were originally, when the operating |icenses
were originally granted, when the plants were
construct ed.

The authority that the NRC has is fromthe
At om ¢ Energy Act of 1954, and it provides that the
Nucl ear Regulatory Comm ssion is responsible for
protecting public health and safety, for protecting
the environment, and for providing for the common

def ense and security.
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The Atom c Energy Act provided that the
| icense term for power reactors would be 40 years.
But the Act al so recognized and provided that there
woul d be an opportunity to renew the |icenses.

As aresult inthe early '80s the Nucl ear
Regul at ory Commi ssi on | ooked at a process for naking
a decision on a license renewal application. And we
devel oped regulations in Part 54 to Title 10 of the
Code of Federal Regul ations, which you will hear us
refer to as 10 CFR 54.

And it incorporates provisions for the
conduct of an Environnental |npact Statenment in Part
51 to Title 10, or 10 CFR 51

Uilities are currently maki ng
applications for license renewal, even though their
applications don't expire until 2012, 2013, or
sonewhere in that tinme frane, because there is
approxi mately a 10 year pl anni ng hori zon for autility
to devel op pl ans and start construction for maj or new
generating capacity.

The utility's interest right now is in
under st andi ng what t he expectations are for conti nued
pl ant operation beyond the current license term in
order for themto be able to assess whether or not it

i s econom cal ly feasi bl e to continue plant operation.
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And so the Nucl ear Regul atory Conmi ssi on
established this process so that the utilities would
have a cl ear understandi ng of what the expectations
woul d be.

The |icense renewal process consists of,
essentially, two basic tasks. Upon receipt of an
application we have a safety review, as well as an
envi ronnental revi ew.

The revi ew process al so provi des that the
safety review is independently reviewed by the
Commi ssi on' s Advi sory Commi tt ee on React or Saf eguar ds,
or ACRS.

That conmmttee is made up of recognized
experts from the industry and academ a who have
particul ar expertise. They make judgenents about the
staff's evaluation, and they present their findings
separately to the Conm ssion.

W al so have an i ndependent -- excuse ne,
we have an inspection program that verifies the
contents of the application, the condition of the
plant, and the basis in the staff's safety eval uation
report, and that is also provided to the Commi ssi on.

The scope of the |license renewal reviewas

it relates to the safety issues, is based on the
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ability of the utility to manage aging effects for
passive long-lived system structures and components.

The Commi ssi on concl uded that that coul d
be a focus for deciding on |license renewal, because
t he ongoi ng regul atory process provides for routine
noni tori ng and changes to the current |icensing basi s,
and t o ot her processes that essentially are nmai nt ai ned
on an ongoi ng basi s.

For exanpl e emergency pl ans and security
plans are things that are routinely updated and
revised as there is a need. But for the purpose of a
deci si on about the underlying design margins of the
pl ant, the Conm ssi on concl uded t hat focusi ng on agi ng
effects, and ensuring that there are adequate
i nspection and nai nt enance prograns to provi de for the
mai nt enance of the margi ns of safety for passive | ong-
| i ved systens, structures and conponents, for exanpl e,
structures, piping, vessels, those things that aren't
routinely tested through active testing.

| would like to introduce Bob Prato. Bob
Prato is the safety project mnmanager, he is M.
Kugler's counterpart. Bob Prato is responsible for
preparing a safety eval uati on t hat woul d apply to both
Surry and North Anna, because Dom nion submtted a

conbi ned application.
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W will have two separate environmental
reviews, however, Dbecause there are two sites
i nvolved. M. Pratoand | will be avail able after the
neeting if there are any specific questions that you
m ght have about the safety review, or the safety
| ssues.

But unl ess there are any questi ons about
t he general overall process description, I'mgoingto
ask M. Kugler to go into nore detail about the
envi ronnent al process.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Any questions?

(No response.)

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Ckay. Thank you,
Chris. Andy?

MR. KUGLER  Thank you, Chip. Again, ny
nane i s Andy Kugl er, and I' mt he envi ronnment al proj ect
manager for the review of the |license renewal
applications for both Surry and North Anna. Toni ght
we are just focusing on Surry.

"' ml eading ateamof experts who will be
revi ewi ng t he environnmental inpacts of the action that
i s proposed. The teamis nade up of a nunber of staff
fromthe NRC, as well as personnel from sone of our
nati onal |abs, who we have brought in as experts in

certain areas, to assist us in the eval uati on.
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The Nati onal Environnental Policy Act was
enacted in 1969, and it provides for a systematic
approach to evaluate environnental inpacts. Ve
eval uate the environnmental inpacts of the action that
i s proposed, and we al so consider mtigation for any
significant inpacts that we may find.

I n additi on we al so consi der the inpacts
of any alternatives that may be available to the
proposed action. And that woul d i ncl ude what we cal |
the "no-action"” alternative. |In other words, sinply
not renewi ng the |icenses.

W eval uat e t he i npacts of the action, and
any al ternatives, and thenin the Environnental |npact
St at ement we descri be those and i ndi cate whi ch of the
alternatives is best.

The process that we are goi ng through, in
devel oping the Environnental | npact St at enent
i nvol ves the di sclosure of information to the public,
al l owi ng you to understand what we are doi ng, maki ng
information available to you on the environnenta
i mpacts, and | ooking for input fromyou on areas of
concern that you may have.

In particular we look to see if there are
any specific issues that we m ght not be aware of, at

a given site, that you are aware of, or specific
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concerns that you may have, that we should address in
our Environnental |npact Statenent.

In the context of t he Nat i onal
Envi ronnental Policy Act we consider |icense renewal
to be a major federal action. And what that neans is
we are required to develop an Environnental | npact
St at enent .

There are sone | esser docunents that can
be prepared for | esser actions. But in this case we
wi | | be devel opi ng an Envi ronment al | npact St at enent,
and as part of that process we will be collecting
comments fromthe public.

I'm sorry, | failed to give you that
sl i de. In this slide we talk about the decision
standard that we use in our environmental review. In
essence what we are doing is looking at the
environnmental inpacts of the proposed action to
determine whether or not, from an environnental
standpoi nt, the action would be acceptabl e.

Once we reach our decision, and let's
assune, for the sake of argunent in this case, that we
decide that it is acceptable to renew the |icenses,
t hat doesn't necessarily nean that the plant will be

operated for an additional 20 years.
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That deci sionis made by t he owners of the
plant, and by state and |ocal officials who have a
role in determ ning the energy policy for the state.
Qur decision sinply gives them the permi ssion to
continue operation. But the decision whether or not
they dolieswithothers. It is adistinctionthat is
I mportant in some cases.

Thisisalittlebit nore detail ed | ook at
the environnmental review process. W received the
application, as indicated, in May of this year. In
the mddl e of August we issued a notice of intent,
t hat we were goi ng to prepare an Environnental | npact
St at enent .

And in that notice we al so announced t hat
we woul d performscopi ng. And, in essence, scopingis
sinply the coll ecti on of cormments and i nformati on t hat
we will need in our review And a portion of that,
obviously, is comments fromthe public.

During this period we are also visiting
the site. W are out here this week visiting the
site, and the area around the site, to gather
i nformation for our review.

| f we have questions that we need answer ed
we will issue questions to the |icensee, what we cal

requests for additional information. Those will be

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

18
public docunents, as will be the responses fromthe
| i censee.

W expect to conpl ete preparing our draft
envi ronnment al i mpact statenment toward t he end of April
of next year. At that point we will issue it for
public coment. You will have a period of time in
which to review the docunent, determne if you have
any comments on it, indicate if we m ssed sone point,
or maybe m scharacterized sonething, or agreement.

W will also cone back at that time and
hol d anot her public nmeeting |ike this one to coll ect
comments fromyou if you wish to provide comrents in
the neeting format.

W expect toissuethe final Environnental
| npact Statement in Decenmber of next year. So it is
a rather |engthy process.

We gather information from a nunber of
sources, as |'veindicated. In additionto our review
of the environnental report submtted by the
Applicant, and our review of the site, and the area
around the site, during this week, we gather your
conment s. W also talk to the people in state
Federal, and |ocal agencies. W talk to social
servi ce agencies, gather all the information that we

need to perform our eval uation.
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As | indicated our teamis nmade up of a
nunber of experts invarious fields. This slide gives
you an i dea of the types of areas that we are | ooki ng
at . W ook at the air, water usage, we |ook at
cul tural resources, and archeol ogy.

W al so | ook at soci oecononi cs, somet hi ng
that a | ot of people don't necessarily consider when
we say environnmental. But we do consi der the econom c
i mpact s of operation of the plant, or non-operation of
the plant, or of any of the alternatives.

A basic mlestone, as |'ve nmentioned, we
are in the scoping process right now W wll -- the
conment period cl oses on Cctober 15th. At that point
we wll conplete witing the draft. It will take us
sone nonths fromthere.

W will issue it at the end of April, and
by Decenber of next year we expect to issue the final
report.

The docunents rel ated to t he envi ronnent al
revi ew are avail abl e on our website. Many of themare
al so available in ADAMS, if any of you are famliar
with that system it is our docunment system

But we are al so putting the docunentsinto
a local library. The nane of it is the SwemlLibrary

on the canpus of the Coll ege of WIlliamand Mary. For
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t hose of you who may be famliar withit, it is what

used to be the |l ocal public document rooma few years

back. So the docunments are also available there.

That was a nore local spot for us to make them
avai |l abl e.

| amthe agency's point of contact for the

envi ronnental review. | have given you ny phone

nunber here. |f you have any questions, or concerns,

particul arly about the process, feel free to call ne.

The -- as | indicated, the docunents are
avai lable in several |ocations. But if you have
troubl e accessi ng sonmet hing call me about that, | can

hel p you out with that, as well.

In ternms of submtting comments, other
than in this neeting, as Chip nmentioned, any comments
you nmake this evening will be transcribed, and will be
treated the sane as witten comments.

But there are other ways to submt
comments. You can mail themto the address shown here.
You can al so drop themoff in person, although not too
many peopl e t ake advant age of that option. But if you
want to conme up to Rockville.

We al so have a mail box established, so

t hat you can email conments in, if you prefer. So we
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try to give you as many opti ons as possi bl e, whatever
suits you best.

That is the conclusion of ny points. |
want to thank you all for com ng here this evening,
and thank you for your attention.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you, Andy.
Before we go into the segnment of the neeting where we
are going to hear formal coments fromall of you, are
t here any questions to Andy about the Environnental
| npact Statenment process that he just described?

(No response.)

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: | woul d note that
Andy, Chris Gines, the other NRC staff people are
going to be here after the neeting, so that if you
need i nformation, you want to talk to them they wll
be here to talk to you.

And what | would like to do nowis | would
like to go to M. Ernest Blount, who is the Chair of
the Surry County Board of Supervisors for a first
comrent. M. Blount, you can either use that one, or
if you are nore confortable, come on up here. There
is a place to put your notes if you want.

MR. BLOUNT: Good evening citizens, and
the public. M name is Ernest Blount, Chairman of

Surry County Board of Supervisors. | would like to
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thank the NRC for inviting nme, and have the
opportunity to make comments and input about the
| i cense renewal of the Surry Nucl ear Power Pl ant.

|'ve had opportunities to tour the power
pl ant, and some input that | will give to you tonight
wi |l be hands-on. |In touring the power plant, and
had a tour through the vice president, whose nane was
Ri chard Bl ount.

It was an excellent tour, it nade ne feel
even nore confortabl e about the operations, and what
goes on at Surry Nucl ear Power Pl ant.

Safety, in touring the plant, was one of
the top priorities at the Surry Plant. The station
being here in the county has a history of safe and
reliable operations. Every day the station earns
respect from people on the NRC side, because | feel
that in ny tour, you had nenbers of the NRC that are
residents, that are there on a daily basis, checking
for the safe operations and unsafe, as well, of the
Surry Power station.

The station's pr of essi onal peopl e
continually nonitor the station's operations on a
daily basis to ensure that the station conplies with
the regulations and the units do not have adverse

i mpact on the |l ocal environnents herein Surry County.
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It has an excellent operation record,
primarily because of the maintenance testing and
corrective actions that take place at the Surry Power
station.

Electricity provided by Surry power
station is electric that does not give off em ssions,
em ssion-free type, and it is very inportant to the
econony of Surry, Virginia, and other areas as well.

Again, safety is atop priority at Surry,
and it is planned in its daily work activities, and
its safe practices are reinforced through training
i ssues, and continuous training throughout the
comuni ty.

They even reach outside to the comunity,
training with various rescue and fire agencies
t hroughout the county to keep us informed on what
happens at the power station.

It was built with safety in mnd, and
again, safety | feel is one of the main issues why we
are here this evening.

Surry, even on the environnental side, it
isquality, beingthat it does not give off em ssions,
eveninthe air it does not give off the products that
are associated with some em ssion fuels. So that is

even safe for our natural resources.
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And, again, our waterways, our water
streans, they have safety in mnd, you know, w th our
fish and wildlife, even at the intake. And they have
designed a special fish separating system intake
screen that separates, and where it goes into the
James river as well. They al so have a mgratory bird
policy, which | ooks out for our birds, as well.

Surry's inpact and i nportance to state and
| ocal economics, the Surry power station plays a
crucial rolein providing|owcost energy whi ch makes
Virginia nore attractive to businesses, as well as
Surry county.

The power station, itself, creates and
devel ops a type of electricity and relicensing the
power station will ensure the Comobnwealth has an
abundant and econonical generating resource as it
enters into the conpetitive era.

Surry power station provides a significant
tax revenue for Surry county. Since operation | think
somewhere around 130 mi |l lion dollars has generated in
property taxes in Surry, and even the year 2000 it
paid 10.3 mllion to Surry. And it plays a very
i mportant inpact to us, as well.

Surry enpl oynent provi des enpl oynent for,

| guess, 900 to 1,000 people at the power station,
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whi ch contributes to the | ocal economcs here in the
conmuni ty, and surroundi ng areas t hroughout Virgini a.

For many years Surry power station has
denonstrated conmitnent to the conmunity. Agai n,
trai ning, the enpl oyees have prograns, United Way has
generated i ncone outside of the plant itself to help
t hroughout the conmunities when people are in need.

They have partnered with Chi ppokes State
Park and has an ongoi ng program the enpl oyees even
have vol unt eer prograns to go and cl ean t he roads, and
the road even to the power plant is cleaned by the
enpl oyees on their tinme off. And so that is a very
significant inpact to us, as well.

| would just like to say going into 2002,
it will celebrate its 350th anniversary. And the head
designer, | forgot to bring it with us today, and the
design of the cap itself was volunteered, and Surry
power allowed its chief designer to prepare the |ogo
for Surry County, which we are proud of.

So, again, we support the relicensing of
the Surry Nucl ear Power Plant. And, again, we know
safety is in mnd, and safety is a key i ssue with you
all. Thank you for your tine.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you very nmuch,

Chai r man Bl ount .
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Next | would like M. Terry Lewis. Terry
is the County adm nistrator for Surry County, to cone
up and talk to us.

MR. LEWS: Thank you, and good evening to
everyone. | will be very brief, | won't take | ong at
all. M. Blount has covered many of the topics that
are of concern to Surry county as far as the plant's
operation in the county is concerned.

And | won't be redundant by repeating
t hose comments that he has nmade. There are several
things, though, | just sinply wuld like to
underscore. And first off is the fact that Surry
power stationis very, very inportant to Surry County.

And we feel that it has been of
significant benefit to the county through the years
that it has been |ocated here, and certainly we do
| ook forward to having a very good relationship with
the plant, its operators, its managers, as far as the
future i s concerned.

And when | say that the Surry power
station has been of great benefit to the county, M.
Blount saidit very well, interns of the tax revenues
that are generated by the plant for Surry county.

Those revenues have hel ped the county to

do many things to inprove itself. For instance we
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have probably one of the better education systens in
the state of Virginia. And certainly if you | ook at
t he nunber of dollars that are spent in the education
system of Surry county, we have a superior one,
because the nunber of dollars that we spend ranks
Surry county in the top ten localities within the
state, as far as dollars spent in education.

The other localities that are in that top
ten happen to nostly be in the northern Virgini a area.
And, of course, many people recognize that northern
Virginia is the nost wealthy area of the state of
Vi rgi ni a.

So, again, by having the revenues that
come fromVirgi nia Power it enabl es us to spend a good
tax dollar in our school system one that allows us to
rank very high in the rankings, along with localities
within the northern Virginia area.

W have three nodern school plants that
have been erected in Surry county. And | doubt
seriously if we did not have the revenue com ng from
the plant that the county would have been able to
provi de the kind of school conpl exes that we have.

We are all very proud of them and we hope
to be able to continue to do those ki nds of things for

our systemin the future.
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Secondly | would just sinply like to
underscore the fact that the Surry power station is
not only of benefit to Surry county. It is of benefit
to the region.

And, again M. Blount did underscore the
fact that we | ooked at the fact that we have the pl ant
here as being one of those things that enabl e other
busi nesses to | ook at this regi on and see t hat we have
the infrastructure, certainly power-w se, to be able
to supply their needs.

But one of the things that many of you may
not be aware of, and that is the plant being in Surry
county, enables Surry county to be a net producer of
jobs. That is to say that we have nore people in
comuting to jobs here in Surry county, than we have
peopl e commuting out of Surry county to jobs.

Now, it just so happens that that
rel ati onship neans that many Surry people who are
enpl oyed in businesses outside of the county, are
enpl oyed in jobs that are on the | ow end of the wage
scal e.

The j obs that are avail abl e at Surry power
station are high end, high paying jobs, highly
skill ed, highly technical people are enpl oyedin those

j obs.
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And that, again, neans that we are out
producing in ternms of wealth for citizens in this
region, we are producing nore wealth by way of the
i ncone t hat people earn here, and are ableto carry it
to the communities that they reside in.

By the same token we tend to | ose when we
| ook at the incone that people bring back to Surry
county. So that is of significant benefit, again, to
t he regi on on a whol e, and bear in m nd we have peopl e
that are enployed at the Surry power station that
commut e here fromas far away as Virgi ni a Beach, from
the western side of Ri chnond.

So a large nunber of people throughout
this region are benefitting by virtue of the plant
being here in Surry county.

The ast thingthat | would sinmply liketo
underscore is the fact that Virginia Power is a very,
very safe operation. I think many of us are very
concerned about nuclear power production, nuclear
power plants, and it becane an even nore al arm ng
concern when we recogni zed t he ki nd of acci dents that
coul d happen, such as we witnessed at Three Mle
| sl and, or the Chernobyl plant.

Surry power plant, | happen to feel, is

probably t he saf est plant of that particul ar type that
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you will find, not only just in Virginia, or in the
U S., but perhaps in the world.

| al so have had opportunity to wi tness t he
kind of training that individuals go through at the
plant in order to be enpl oyed there, and in order to
make certain that the system the plant itself is
mai ntai ned in a safe operating condition.

I'"'m very, very proud of the kind of
security that the plant has by way of protecting it
fromthe kind of terrorist attacks that we saw occur
in New York and in the northern Virginia area over the
past week.

There is a news article [ ATTACHED] which
| would like to | eave with you all which appeared in
today's newspaper. And it tal ks about the fact that
the area | acks terrori smevacuation plans. There is
an exception to that statenent that you will find in
t he paper, and that exception is Surry Nucl ear Power
Pl ant .

And what the article goes on to say is
that Surry power plant is the only industry in this
area that does have an evacuation plan, not only for
just the enpl oyees at the plant, and not only for just
the citizens that are in Surry county, but for the

entire region.
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It isaplanthat we practice continually,
trying to make certain that it will work, and is
wor kabl e.

And | would just sinply say that if you
recogni ze that in this region of the state, that we
have many facilities here, mlitary facilities, that
have nucl ear armanment, mlitary facilities that are
prime targets for terrorist attacks, and to recogni ze
that those facilities do not have evacuation pl ans,
kind of leaves us a little bit at the mercy of any
attacks that m ght happen here.

But, agai n, because of the foresight, and
| recognize that NRCplays arole inthis as well, but
because of the foresight that we have in this
comunity, on the part of the Surry Power Station we
do have the ability to nove our people out of here,
and quickly, if there is an attack threatened.

That again, just a couple of points,
several points, that | just sinply would |i ke to nmake
at this tine to just underscore the fact that Surry
Power Station is very inportant to the county.

You rai sed t he questi on what woul d be the
condition of the county if the plant was not | ocated
here, that is if it was closed dow. And | would

sinply say to you that rather than having the asset
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t hat we recogni ze that Surry Power Stationis at this
poi nt we woul d, instead, be looking at it as being a
liability.

If we <close down that facility we
recogni ze the fact that we would have to put into
pl ace all types of security just to nmake certain that
what remains in the county, the residue in ternms of
radi oactive material, would have to be guarded.

And nost likely a lot of that work wll
fall to the staff, the security people, the police
departnent, the sheriff's departnent of Surry county.
Those kinds of security things will cost noney.

Soit isnot only amatter of losingit in
terns of being a tax asset to the county, but also we
pick up the liability in ternms of having to provide
the services that would be necessary to keep Surry
county secure in the event that the plant itself is
cl osed.

Agai n, | thank you for taking the tine to
come to Surry and giving us the opportunity to be able
to speak to you this evening.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you very nuch,
M. Lewis. Wiat | would like to dois we will give a

copy of this tothe NRCstaff, but wewill alsotryto

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

33

attach thisto the transcript. So | can keep this for
now?

MR LEWS: You certainly nmay. And |
would like to also leave with you, if | may, Dr.
Grayson MIller, who is the director of the Crater
Heal t h Departnent, and Surry happens to be served by
the Crater Health Departnment [ ATTACHED) .

| leave that with you because I know from
timetotine people doraiseissuesrelativeto health
concerns. Andinny talkingto Dr. Gayson MIler, he
is not aware of any health concerns on the part of
people in this area.

So | leave that with you in case you need
to contact himdirectly.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: The NRC staff can
contact himand talk to Dr. MIler. Thank you very
much, M. Lew s.

MR. LEWS: Certainly.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Next we are going to
go to M. Jim Dishner, and M. D shner is the
assi stant chief and the fire marshal for York County.
M. Dishner.

MR. DI SHNER: Good evening. As he said

|'mthe assistant chief and fire marshal, but let ne

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

34

change hats, and |I'm now the deputy coordi nator, as
needed.

On behalf of the county adm nistrator,
James MReynol ds, and Steve Kochinski, who is the
enmer gency coordi nator for the county, | thank the NRC,
Surry Power Station, and Dom ni on Generations for this
opportunity to speak tonight.

| ' ve been i nvol ved i n ener gency nanagenent
t hrough the county for over 20 years. And | believe
| can speak for the county saying that the county
enjoys a great working relationship with the Surry
Power Station and Dom ni on Generati on.

VWil e the county is across the river from
Surry we can see the dones fromtinme to tine. But we
are certainly within a ten mle radius of the power
pl ant . And we view the power station as a great
cor porate nei ghbor to the county.

The power station has assi sted the county
in a nunber of different ways. One, they have
provided us with a | ot of equi pment and training, and
certainly classes to benefit us to be able to help the
power station and the county to maintain that high
| evel of readiness in the event of an energency here

at the power station.
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And that is due to Virginia Power, Surry
Power Station. And | believe | can speak saying t hat
this year we have enjoyed probably the best VOPEX
(Virginia Operation Exercise) exercise in the county
t hat we have ever had, through sone of that training
t hat they have provided.

On anot her note because I'ma little bit
different than nost people and | enjoy playing in
VOPEX drills all thetinme, and | think there shoul d be
one a year so that we stay focused, and we are up on
top of rules, regulations, SOPs [Standard QOperating
Procedures] and traini ng, that have convi nced Dom ni on
Generation to let nme play at both power stations
during the VOPEX exercises, which | think is great.

One reason it is great isit allows neto
stay proficient. It provides a networking service so
that we can talk to other coordi nators and energency
managemnment, | ook at North Anna's pl an versus our pl an.
W get toplay inthe drills up there with them then
we cone back and we |ook at our plan and make the
necessary changes, so that we can certainly inprove
our operation here to the power station.

It al so allows the county to hel p mai ntain
t hat high |l evel of readiness that we strive to keep.

| strive for one hundred percent on every drill so
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that we can stay proficient, and stay up on top of
different things for the power station.

In closing I would like to say that |
personal |y have enjoyed a great working relationship
with the Surry Power Station personnel, the plant, and
Dom ni on Generation, as the radiological officer as
wel | .

And |I'm sure and confident that this
relationship will only get better as tine goes al ong.
Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CANMERON: Thank you, M.
Di shner. Let's go to two representatives from
Domi ni on Energy. And | apol ogi ze, | think | have been
calling it Dom nion Power, and maybe | still have it
W ong.

M. Richard Bl ount, site vice president at
Surry, can correct that if necessary.

MR. BLOUNT: Good evening. M nane is
Richard Blount, 1'm the site vice president of
Dom ni on Surry Nucl ear Power Station.

First | would like to thank the NRC for
having this nmeeting. | would like to thank everyone
el se who has cone out here for public input.

Il will try to explain, | am part of

Domi nion CGeneration. It isalittle confusing thing,
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| work for Dom nion Energy, and Dom ni on Generation,
Dom ni on Energy, and Dom nion. So it is all one
conmpany, Domi nion. Stick with Domnion, it makes life
a lot easier.

Dom nion Virginia Power is the one that
sends you the bill for those who get a bill, and takes
care of the distribution.

|"mexcited to be here to tal k about the
| i cense renewal process for the Surry Power Stati on.
Not just ne, but the 850 enployees at Surry Power
Station.

License renewal wll ensure that Surry
Power Station continues to operate. It produces about
15 percent of the electricity in the state of
Virginia. It will also ensure that our |ocal economny
will continuetoreap the benefits of alarge enpl oyer
in the area.

Surry County will continue to receive the
tax revenue fromthe station operation. As already
stated, since 1966 Surry Power Station has provided
130 mllion dollars to the tax base of Surry county.

For nme personally, and for the 850
enpl oyees at Surry Power Station, we will continue to

have jobs well into this century.
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| would Iiketo take a nonent and tell you
alittle bit about nyself, and how! relate with Surry
Power Station. | grew up about 20 mnutes fromthe
power station. | attended Smthfield H gh School, |
went to Main Street Baptist Church in Smthfield,
Vi r gi ni a.

Al'though | grewup in Smithfield, ny wife
and | nowlive in York County, ny parents, mny friends
still liveinlsle of Wght County, and Surry county.
My son lives in Newport News, and he works over in
Nor f ol k.

| came to Surry Power Station in 1974 as
a summer intern, and as a |aborer, while | was
majoring in physics at Add Dom nion University. |
qgui ckly devel oped an affinity for Surry Power Stati on,
and the nucl ear technology that was used to produce
electricity.

| becanme a full tinme enployee in 1977 as
an engi neering technician, and I worked ny way up to
where I'm now site vice president. My career path
i ncl uded goi ng t hr ough supervi sor of mai ntenance, |&C
i nstrunentation, chem stry, and engi neering. |n 1997
| was pronmoted to director of nuclear safety and

licensing. 1n 1998 | assuned the duties of director
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of nucl ear operation, and mai ntenance, and in 2000 I
was pronoted to ny position that | currently hold.

Surry Power Station has a history of safe
and efficient operation. Since the 1990s Surry has
consistently been ranked one of the nost efficient
producers of nuclear generated electricity in the
United States.

The station has also achieved, and
continues to achieve, high levels of safety and
performance as neasured by the Nuclear Regul atory
Commi ssion, and the Institute of Nuclear Power
Oper ati ons.

From 1992 to 1998 the Nucl ear Regul atory
Conmission in its systematic assessnent of |icense
performance reports gave the station high marks for
saf ety.

Under the NRC s new oversight process
whi ch i s updated on a quarterly basis on the agency's
website, Surry Power Station has maintained green
wi ndows in all areas of safety performance, neaning
all the NRC safety cornerstones are fully net.

The I nstitute of Nucl ear Power Operations
al so has consistently given Surry Power Station high
mar ks for nuclear safety and excellence. Since we

began commerci al operation in 1972 utility
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representatives from30 countries have come to Surry
Power Station to learn. W have |earned fromthem
al so. And we continue to inprove.

Many of you are aware that the State Hog
Island Wldlife Preserve is on both sides of the power
station. W designed Surry Power Station such that
when the water that is released from the power
station, that it does not inpact the oyster beds. The
station was turned such that water goes out, and by
the time it gets to the oyster beds it is all cool ed
down agai n.

W al so, as was al ready di scussed, we have
devel oped the structure such that when fish are conm ng
in, the structure picks up the fish, and puts them
back into the river w thout being harned.

That was a state of the art that was
devel oped at Surry Power Station, and is now used
wor | d-wi de.

I n preparing for this application we have
50 dedicated enployees that made up our |icense
renewal team They worked diligently, the report that
was concluded by us noted that Surry Power Station
could go beyond the 40 years w thout negatively

i mpacting the environnent.
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Inanmment Bill Bolinw Il sharew th you
the i nformati on about our environnental report. One
of the things we thought about when we considered
whet her to apply for the license or not, we | ooked at
the fact that Surry Power Station generates about 1600
megawatts of electricity, enough for 400,000 hones.

The station was relatively i nexpensively
built based on today's economny. It only cost 400
mlliondollars to build Surry Power Station. That is
a bargainif youlook at any plant that is being built
t oday.

Inthe future nore el ectricity, not |ess,
wi |l be needed. Because of Surry Power Station's | ow
production costs and overall safety performance, we
believe that relicensing the station is the best
option for neeting the future electricity needs for
the state of Virginia.

Finally I would Iike to thank all of you
on behal f of the conpany, Dom nion, for allowingusto
do business in Surry County. W have strived to be a
good corporate «citizen, and have enjoyed a
prof essi onal supportive working relationship with
i ndividuals in the county, and other counties around

Surry.
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Many of the enployees at Surry Power
Station denonstrated their commtnent to participate
i n the Adopt - A-H ghway program Thanksgi vi ng baskets
for the needy, blood drives, supporting the Boy
Scouts, the Grl Scouts, Special Aynpics, United Wy,
and ot her community activities.

Qur vol unteer prograns and participation
i s key to Dom nion's corporate phil osophy. And we’l|
continue this commtnent to our conmunities in the
future.

Agai n | appreciate the opportunity totalk
to you today about the Surry |icense renewal plan, and
| would like to turn it over to Bill Bolin. Thank
you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you very much,
M. Blount, and we are going to hear fromBill Bolin
ri ght now, who is the manager for the environnental
bi ol ogy for Dom nion. **

MR. BOLIN: Thank you very rmuch, Chip, and
t hank you Ri chard. And, again, nmy nane is Bill Bolin,
l"m-- ny official title is manager of environnental
bi ol ogy, ny unofficial title is chief biologist.

And before | begin, I"'msorry M. Lew s
| eft, because | wanted to commend him for his keen

observation that we are highly skilled and highly
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techni cal enpl oyees. | want to quote that to my boss,
but he is gone, so | can't get his perm ssion to do
t hat .

| began ny career at Surry nearly 30 years
ago, being the first station biologist that was hired
by what was then VEPCO When Congress passed the
Clean Water Act inthe early '70s, utility conpanies,
such as mne, had to decide whether they wanted to
conmply with the provisions of the Clean Water Act,
ei ther through i n-house staff, or through consul tants.

I n what | consider, personally, as a very
brilliant nove, VEPCO decided to hire in-house, and |
was fortunate to be asked to join the conpany.

As such we were one of the first utilities
nati onw de to staff with environnmental professionals.
| started work here at Surry, and was primarily
responsi bl e for conducting environnental nonitoring
for the station, nmuch of which forns the basis for our
envi ronnental report.

Let me share with you a few exanpl es of
what |'mreferring to. Richard has al ready nenti oned
that there are several key design features when the
station was constructed.

He menti oned t he exanpl e of the di scharge

bei ng pl aced upstreamto keep the war mwat er away from
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t he oyster beds downstream Another exanple of the
design feature was the fact that the containnment
structures were constructed below grade so as to
reduce the visual inpact to the historic Janmes Town
and Col onial WIIiansburg.

What we did with the excavated material s
we used those excavated materials and nade roads and
di kes out on Hog Island State Wl dlife Refuge. And
that has fulfilled their goal of being a waterfow
managemnment ar ea.

| think M. Lewis nmentioned the trapping
Screens. | was fortunate to be involved in the
devel opnment of those state of the art wi thdraw screens
for the intake structure which, as previously
nmenti oned, are nowused i ndustry-w de to protect fish.

| could go on for quite a while about
ot her environnmental considerations at Surry. But
maybe | should spend a little bit of my time talking
about the essence of our environnmental report for the
station.

Firstly, as you' ve heard fromthe NRC, an
environmental report is required in any nuclear
| i cense renewal process as a part of the Nationa

Envi ronmental Policy Act, or NEPA
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The NRC has identified nearly 100
environnmental issues that nust be addressed in the
environnmental report by all applicants, whichinthis
case i s us.

Most of these issues were determ ned by
the NRC to be of mnor environnmental inpact, and
therefore nmay be addressed generically. In our
envi ronnental assessnment we perforned a review of
t hese sane issues, and reached the sanme concl usion
that the NRC did, that they are of m nor consequence.

Sone of the issues are site-specific for
each facility, and nust therefore be addressed
accordingly. Sone of the issue categories we | ooked
at Surry included aquatic biology, terrestrial
bi ol ogy, denographics, and transm ssion |ineinpacts.

For exanpl e issues that we | ooked at, at
Surry, include such things as waste heat, water
wi t hdrawal , and threatened and endangered speci es.
The termwast e heat refers to heat that is transferred
to water as it passes through the station to cool the
steam during the electrical generation process.

In the md to late '70s we conducted a
study that | ooked at the i mpacts of this waste heat on
t he bi ol ogy of the Janmes River. Basically we found no

| ong-term del eterious effects.
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And the Virginia State Witer Control
Board, which is now called the Departnent of
Envi ronnmental Quality, agreed with our findings.

Water wi thdrawal issues were |ooked at,
al so. Water withdrawal represents the water, that |
mentioned earlier, that is used for cooling. The
Virginia Institute of Marine Sciences studied the
wat er wi t hdrawal i ssue, and agai n t hey denonstrat ed no
| ong-term deleterious effects on the James River
ecosystem which the water board agreed with, also.

The evaluation  of t hreatened and
endangered species was a little different, in that we
had to go to state and Federal agencies to investigate
possi bl e i npacts on | i sted speci es, since species are
continually being |isted.

The research showed no inpact to any
t hreatened and/ or endangered species as a result of
the operation of the station, and its associated
transm ssion |ines.

In fact one of the nost long-lived and
successful bald eagle nests in the Chesapeake Bay
popul ation is |ocated on the station property.

A coupl e of site-specific issues that we
| ooked at i ncl uded soci oeconom c i npacts, and i npacts

on cultural resources. Wth regard to soci oeconomni c
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i ssues, we found positive contribution to the |ocal
infrastructure, much of which you' ve heard about
t oni ght .

And also Dbecause we are getting,
hopefully, a license for an existing facility, there
will be no new construction activity of a mgjor
consequence, so therefore the cultural resource
i mpacts woul d be negligible.

These are but a few exanples of specific
i ssues addressed in the environnental report. Inthe
eval uation of these specific issues we consulted with
representatives from state and Federal resource
agencies, such as the Virginia Departnent of
Conservati on and Recreation, the Virgini a Departnent
of Transportation, Hi storic Resources, the Gane and
I nl and Fi sheries, and U.S. Fish and Wl dlife Service,
the Marine Resources Conmm ssion, as well as people
fromuniversities.

In every issue we examned it was
determ ned that the continued generation of
electricity fromSurry Power Station best benefits our
custoners, and the community, while at the sanme tine
m ni m zi ng environnmental inpact.

Surry has a history of excellent

envi ronnment al st ewar dshi p. |"m very proud to have
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been but small part of the Surry story, and the even
bi gger Dom nion story. Over the years it has been ny
distinct privilege to be a part of numerous conpany-
wi de envi ronment al enhancenent projects, such as the
recent peregrine falcon restoration project, that we
initiated in Virginia, that was conducted in
partnership with several state and Federal agencies,
as well as some | ocal business interests.

And in conclusion | would like to thank
everyone for your interest, as well as your
participation and input in this process. Believe ne,
it is very inportant.

Now |"m going to do sonething a little
unusual . 1'"mgoing to turn ny Dom ni on badge around.
| was asked to proxy for Tony Castillo, who is the
Ref uge Manager at Hog Island. He couldn't be here,
but he asked nme to speak on his behalf, and this is
just another way that signifies the relationship, the
very positive relationship that we have with the
r ef uge.

Tony coul dn't be here, but he wanted ne to
share with you all that heis very proud to have Surry
as a neighbor. He said that there were three things

that he wanted for nme to enphasize for him
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First and forenpst is safety. He said
that he is very confortable living, with his famly,
on the refuge next to the station. In fact he
appreci ates the safety concerns that are being put
forth nowin this tinme of stress.

He also wanted for ne to recognize the
energency response fromthe station. You know, they
are pretty far out on a peninsulain the mddle of the
river. And if they have a situation, typically, the
peopl e that are going to respond i medi ately are the
people at the power station, who are trenmendously
trai ned for energency response.

In fact when they had a shooti ng acci dent
a couple of years ago, it was our fol ks who went out
there and admi nistered the first aid.

And finally he wanted to enphasize the
educat i onal and environnental prograns that they share
with the information center. And what they do is
typically a school group will come in and they will
split up the tinme between the information center and
the refuge, and they get to tell, basically, two
di fferent nmessages about energy and t he environnent,
which is extrenely inportant.

Thank you very nuch.
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FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you, Bill.
Now, we have Senator Fred Quayle with us tonight, from
the Virginia Senate. Senator Quayle.

SENATOR QUAYLE: Thank you very nmuch. It
is a pleasure to have the opportunity to speak to you
for just a nmoment tonight.

| represent the 13th Senatorial District
in the Senate of Virginia. | don't |ook very
senatorial tonight, | look like I'mon the campaign
trail. Fortunately | don't have to do that this year,
| will do that a couple nore years fromnow But |
have just conme from school, so that is why | don't
| ook nore senatorial, | guess, than | do.

But notwi thstanding that, it has been ny
pl easure to represent Surry County for the last ten
years, and | have another two years in ny term and |
hope anot her four years after that.

And | want to talk to you not so nuch
about the details that you have been listening to,
about the operation of the Surry Power Station,
because I'm not that close to it, to be able to go
t hrough those, and you have heard those, anyway.

But what | want to talk to you is about

what | have observed as far as the Surry Power Station
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is concerned, as a neighbor to the people in the
county of Surry.

For the tine that, since 1966, the Surry
Power Station has punped 130 million dollars into the
econony of this county. It has provided jobs for 850
peopl e, many of whomlive in this county.

The people who work at the Surry Power
St ati on are good nei ghbors, they are good nei ghbors to
this community, they are good neighbors to the
surroundi ng conmunities. They take part in the
activities that go on in Surry county. They
contributetheir time, they contribute their resources
to this community.

| happen to serve as Chai rman of the Board
of Trustees of the Chippokes Farm Foundation, as a
result of representing Surry county and | know t hat
t hey have participated with Chi ppokes in sonme of the
proj ects that take place over at Chi ppokes, and we are
forever grateful for that.

There is no question but what the Surry
Power Station is one of the best operated nuclear
power stations in the country. It is providing |ow
cost energy to this community, and this part of the

st at e.
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And there are three things that we really
need to be concerned with today. One is enploynent.
|"ve already nentioned that they enploy 850 peopl e,
and they are good jobs, they are high paying jobs.

But we are also concerned with the | ow
cost of energy, and we don't want to | ose one of the
nost | ow cost producers of energy. You don't have to
remenber many nont hs back when our gas bills began to
skyrocket because of a nunber of factors.

One of those factors is that nore power
pl ants today are being powered by natural gas. W
al so have a -- we don't have enough transm ssion |ines
to get the gas to the custoners. A nunber of reasons.

That is another reason to renew the
i cense for the Surry Nucl ear Power Station, because
it is a low cost energy producer, and has been a
dependabl e one over the years.

Thirdly the environnental concerns that
are so nmuch on everybody' s m nd t oday, throughout this
country, throughout Virginia, Surry Power Station has
been a leader in this area of the state in their
awar eness of the environnental concerns, and t hey have
gone far beyond what they woul d have ever been asked
to do to nake sure that the functioning of that plant

there did not adversely affect the environnment

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

53
surroundi ng that plant, and in this conmunity, and in
this part of the state.

They are to be appl auded for their efforts
inthat regard. It seens to make no sense, regardl ess
of how you approach this possibility of not renew ng
this license. | think that there is no way that you
can nmake an argument for not renewing it.

It has been clearly shown that the life of
a nucl ear power plant is nuch | onger than the ori gi nal
termof thislicense. And | would sinply like to join
t hose forces that have cone here today and have asked
t hat you positively consider renewi ng the |icense for
this power station, because it is a good nei ghbor, it
i s a good source of enploynent, it is a good source of
| ow cost energy, which is what we need today.

| thank you very nuch.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you, Senat or
Quayle. | would like to have M. Janes Brown cone up.
M. Brown is the vice-chairman of the Surry County
| ndustrial Devel opment Authority.

MR. BROWN:. (Good evening, everyone. |'m
James Brown, |I'm retired from the Newport News
Shi pbui | di ng and Dry Dock Conpany, after 40 years of

service there.
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| was asked to come to speak on this

forum and |I've been wondering what to say. After

listening to all the experts | hardly have to say

anyt hi ng except that | agree wi th what has been said.
However, | won't be that blunt.

During ny years in the shipyard, | was
there in 1960, about 1963 | was placed in nuclear
work. | worked aboard nucl ear ships, submarines,
wor ked in the construction of those ships, and then I
was placed in the refueling part of the shipyard.

And being placed on the team | went on
several trips to other plants, up to Conbustion
Engi neering up in Connecticut, went to I|daho,
di fferent places.

And then along in 1970 VEPCO cane to
Virginia, cane to Surry rather, and built a nucl ear
plant right in our back door, which I have never
obj ected to that.

But there is one thing, being in the
shi pyard, working in nucl ear work, day i n and day out,
it was a -- | wondered if | had to work in nuclear
wor k during the day, and then come hone at ni ght and
worry about the plant being close to ne. vell, |

didn't have to do that.
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| can say, with all honesty, they were

qgui ck to establish an outstandi ng safety record. And

as the years went by | was taking note of the

fissionable part of the nuclear work, I worked in the

non-fi ssionable part, in other words building the

reactor core, but they hadn't been activated.
However, it was still a form of nuclear work.

And as | was | ooking through this manual
| saw sonme of the flashers [casks] that we built. |
have built those flashers, those stores. Now, |
mention that because when we were building those
flashers for Virginia Power at that time, they would
come to the shipyard and inspect the work, because
t hey want ed out standi ng worKk.

They were safety consci ous, whatever you
did for Virginia Power, they were safety conscious
about it. And another thing that has inpressed ne
over the years, | have been in the shipyard, we would
attend neetings, neetings, mneetings, conferences on
safety. And fromtine to time the question would
ari se who had the best safety record.

And I'mglad I'mretired so | can say
this. But it would always be that Virginia Power
woul d have a better safety record than Newport News

Shi pbui | di ng.
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Now, | know that we did nore work, nore
nucl ear work, so the ratio would be a part there. But
even so -- it wasn't a | ack of situation, because at
Newport News Shi pbuil di ng we consi dered that we were
t he grandfather of nuclear. W had a good 10, 12
years on Virginia Power before they cane to Surry.

But now here cone t hese guys and t hey t ake
the safety record. So |' mhappy about that, |I' mhappy
about that.

In conclusion | won't try, even, to touch
what has been sai d about different things, except for
the noney that has been spent by Virginia Power,
Dom ni on Power now, in Surry.

W have spent that noney wi sely. W have
benefitted greatly. W have the outstandi ng school
systemt hat we have because of that noney. Because of
t hat noney we have been abl e to build school s, we have
been able to hire teachers of high caliber

And as a result of that our students have
benefitted. Just a fewyears ago one of our graduates
was a cadet nmjor at West Point. And that is a high
post. He doesn't get any further than that, because
he graduate and go on further.

W' ve al so been abl e to pl ace students in

such schools as Yale, Princeton, you nane the top
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school s, and we have put students in there, because of
our good tenant. | always call them our tenant
because they pay us nuch noney. They have been very
beneficial to us.

As vice chairman of the Industrial
Devel oprment Authority I must admt that we have not
been successful in attracting businesses into the
county, as of yet. However, we are still working in
that direction.

But one thing is for certain. Wthout
Domi ni on Power we won't get no busi nesses. Doninion
Power is our magnet, is our drawi ng card. W use that
to show that we have a | ow tax base, and we use that
to show t hat we have power to give you, if you cone to
Surry, just a few mles down the road, so you don't
have to have it brought in from sone distant plant,
whi ch woul d nean nore cost to you.

So we urge you, we urge the NRC to
strongly consider the renewal of the |license, so that
we can continue to grow in the prosperity that this
county has enjoyed over the 30 years that Doni nion
Power has been here.

| thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you, M.

Brown. Is M. Slocumw th us tonight?
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(No response.)

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: All right. Isthere
anybody el se that wants to make a statenent before we
adjourn? Yes, sir, do you want to say sonething?
Yes, conme on up, please. And if you could just tell
us who you are, and if there is an affiliation,
what ever .

MR. SUBJACK: My nanme is Bill Subjack, and
ny famly and | noved down here just a few nonths ago
fromnear New York City, actually. And I'maretired
phar maceuti cal industry worker.

And j ust considering the events that have
happened | ast week, ny question woul d be, the paradi gm
may be shifted from what we all believed to be the
case just a few days ago.

And t o what extent will the revi ewprocess
i ncl ude maybe a nore severe event than was consi dered?
It is nore than sonebody wal king up with a bonb, or
mal functi on of equipnment, or in fact kam kaze type
terrorist, if we look at what happened i n New Yor k and
Washi ngt on. And to what extent does the process
consi der this?

And, secondly, the second part of the

gquestion is, as we are all reflecting on this from
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conparable facilities country-w de, to what extent is
there a mechanismto share ideas?

So, | mean, obviously it is sonething
that, you know, it is obvious the county is very proud
of this, and we are very glad it is here. But | just
wonder ed, you know, in going to the next step howis
t his being considered?

Thank you.

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Thank you. That
will be treated as a conment, but also |I' mwondering
if, without getting into too nuch detail, if perhaps
the NRC staff could try to get a little bit of
i nformation in response to your question now, which I
t hi nk how are these types of issues treatedinlicense
renewal .

And | think we can answer that. And al so
what i s the NRC doi ng to address that particul ar fear.
And this is Bill Borchardt, who is the Associate
Director for Regul atory I nprovenent Progranms. | will
| et you do this.

MR. BORCHARDT: My nane is Bill Borchardt,
I'"'mwith the Ofice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation.
And | just wanted to take a nonent to expl ain what the
NRC is doing in response to the terrorist events of

| ast week.
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| mredi ately fol | ow ng t hose events of | ast
Tuesday the Agency issued an advisory to all nucl ear
power plants throughout the country to put themon a
hi gher security | evel status so that they woul d be at
a heightened | evel of sensitivity for their security
program

In addition to that the NRC has been in
conti nuous manni ng of its energency operations center
at headquarters in Rockville, Maryland, as well as the
four regional offices |ocated around the country.

We are continuing to interact with other
Federal agenci es and to provi de t he best assessnent of
the situation to all of the plants throughout the
country. To date there have not been any credible
t hreats agai nst any nucl ear power facilities in this
country.

Regar di ng your question of how woul d t he
| i cense renewal process evaluate the fallout, if you
will, fromthe security of terrorist events, security
is one of those prograns that is just as inportant
today as it would be after license renewal is issued.

So it receives continuous and ongoing
evaluation. If in fact as a result of these events

regul ations and rules are required to be adjusted
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because of |essons |earned, that would be done
regardl ess of the |license renewal proceeding.

So | really think you need to | ook at it
as a separate activity, it is really not closely
related to |icense renewal

FACI LI TATOR CAMERON: Okay, thank you
Bill. And Bill and other NRCstaff will be here after
the neeting if you want to talk further about that.
And we al so have our group of experts fromthe Pacific
Nort hwest Labs, and the other |abs who are here with
specialties in various environnental disciplines are
going to be avail abl e.

And | would just remind you that we do
have t hese feedback forns that are out there. If you
have any suggestions about how we can inprove on
providing information, and doing these neetings, we
woul d appreciate that.

| don't think we have anybody el se on the
agenda right now, so | think we are adjourned, and
thank you for being here, and thank you for your
concern, and pl ease avail yourself of the NRC s staff
that remains here. Thank you.

(Whereupon, at 8:15 p.m the above-

entitled matter was concl uded.)
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