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Subject: Clarifications to the NRC Safety Evaluation in Support of Revision 1 to the 
FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company (FENOC) Quality Assurance Program 
Manual (QAPM) (TAC Nos. MB0914 and MB0915) 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

By letter dated December 27, 2000, as supplemented by letters dated June 4, 2001 and June 28, 

2001, FENOC submitted to the NRC for review and approval, Revision I of the FENOC QAPM.  
On August 17, 200 1, the NRC staff issued a Safety Evaluation documenting their conclusion that 
Revision 1 of FENOC's QAPM continues to satisfy the criteria of Appendix B to 10 CFR Part 
50. FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company staff have reviewed the NRC staff 's Safety 
Evaluation and identified two items that FENOC requests be clarified.  

The first item appears on page 3 of the Safety Evaluation under Section 3.3.1, "Audits," 
concerning the frequency of Corrective Action Program (CAP) audits. The second to last 
sentence in the first paragraph of this section states: 

"The NRC staff has found acceptable a 12-month minimum frequency for audits 
of CAPs and a 24-month minimum frequency for audits of TSs and license 
conditions." 

The audit frequency of the Corrective Action Program was not proposed for change in the 
FENOC submittals supporting Revision 1 to the QAPM. Revision 0 of the FENOC QAPM, 
Section C.2, "Audit" item a.2.c states: 

"[Audit schedules assure that the following areas are audited at the indicated 
frequencies, or more frequently as performance dictates.] The results of actions 
taken to correct deficiencies occurring in unit equipment, structures, systems or 
method of operation that affect nuclear safety at least once per 24 months."
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As shown in Attachment 3 of the December 27, 2000, submittal, this section of Revision 0 of the 
QAPM was included in the proposed Revision 1 as it existed and was not indicated as being 
revised. It is therefore requested that the Safety Evaluation supporting Revision 1 to the FENOC 
QAPM be revised to state, 

"The NRC staff has found acceptable a 24-month minimum frequency for audits 
of CAPs, TSs and license conditions." 

The second item is on page 4 of the Safety Evaluation under Section 3.4.1, "Relocation of Certain 
QAPM Commitments." The second paragraph states: 

"The licensee proposes to relocate commitments to RG 4.15, "Quality 
Assurance for Radiological Monitoring Programs (Normal Operation) Effluent 
Streams and the Environment," and RG 1.78, "Assumptions for Evaluating the 
Habitability of a Nuclear Power Plant Control Room During a Postulated 
Hazardous Chemical Release," from the QAPM to the UFSARs for the 
individual plants. These RGs provide guidance in specific technical areas 
covered by 10 CFR Part 20 and 10 CFR Part 50, Appendix A, respectively.  
Subsequent to relocation, changes to these commitments would be controlled by 
the change control process established by 10 CFR 50.59. Therefore, the 
proposed relocation of these commitments is acceptable." 

The FENOC's commitment to Regulatory Guides (RG) 4.15 and 1.78 were specifically addressed 
in the FENOC's June 4, 2001 submittal in response to the NRC staff's request for additional 
information (RAI) dated April 12, 2001. The NRC staff's RAI Question 6 pertained to 
commitments to regulatory guides (including RG 4.15) that were proposed to be removed from 
the QAPM. The NRC staff requested that if commitments to the regulatory guides were 
duplicated elsewhere in the Final Safety Analysis Reports (FSARs), to provide the reference to 
applicable FSAR sections for each plant. The June 4, 2001, FENOC response stated that the 
Beaver Valley Power Station Units 1 and 2 and the Perry Nuclear Power Station were not 
committed to RG 4.15 and it is not considered to be part of their quality assurance program 
description. The Davis-Besse Nuclear Power Station (DBNPS) was the only FENOC facility that 
committed to revising its FSAR to include its commitment to RG 4.15. Attachments 3 through 6 
of the June 4, 2001, FENOC submittal included the FSAR excerpts and/or markups for each 
facility for those regulatory guides that were being relocated to the FSAR or for those that were 
already maintained in their FSARs. The DBNPS was the only facility that included pages of the 
FSAR with markups committing to RG 4.15. Therefore, it is requested that the aforementioned 
paragraph in the NRC staff's Safety Evaluation approving Revision 1 to the FENOC QAPM be 
revised to state: 

"The licensee proposes to relocate commitments to RG 1.78, "Assumptions for 
Evaluating the Habitability of a Nuclear Power Plant Control Room During a 
Postulated Hazardous Chemical Release," from the QAPM to the UFS ARs for 
the individual plants. This RG provides guidance in specific technical areas 
covered by 10 CFR Part 50, Appendix A. Davis-Besse also proposed to relocate 
its commitment to RG 4.15, "Quality Assurance for Radiological Monitoring 
Programs (Normal Operation) Effluent Streams and the Environment." This RG 
provides guidance on technical areas covered by 10 CFR Part 20. Subsequent to 
relocation, changes to these commitments would be controlled by the change 
control process established by 10 CFR 50.59. Therefore, the proposed relocation 
of these commitments is acceptable."
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Since the above changes are clarifying items in documentation and do not affect the basis for 
concluding Revision 1 to the FENOC QAPM continues to satisfy the criteria of Appendix B to 
10 CFR 50, it is requested that these clarifications be processed by the NRC by October 11, 2001 
to support FENOC's implementation schedule.  

If you have questions or require additional information, please contact William R. Kanda, 
Director of Oversight and Process Improvement at (440) 280-5579.  

Very truly yours, 

Attachment 

cc: NRC Project Manager, Beaver Valley Power Station 
NRC Project Manager, Davis-Besse Nuclear Power Station 
NRC Project Manager, Perry Nuclear Power Plant 
NRC Senior Resident Inspector, Beaver Valley Power Station 
NRC Senior Resident Inspector, Davis-Besse Nuclear Power Station 
NRC Senior Resident Inspector, Perry Nuclear Power Plant 
NRC Region I 
NRC Region III 
Utility Radiological Safety Board
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COMMITMENT LIST 

The following list identifies those actions committed to by the Davis-Besse Nuclear 
Power Station (DBNPS) in this document. Any other actions discussed in the submittal 
represent intended or planned actions by the DBNPS. They are described only as 
information and are not regulatory commitments. Please notify the Manager - Regulatory 
Affairs (419-321-8450) at the DBNPS of any questions regarding this document or 
associated regulatory commitments.  

COMMITMENTS DUE DATE

None N/A


