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The Olean Times Herald: Sunday, September 16, 2001

Concerns over radiation exposure often misplaced

By MARY GEORGE

This is in response to two
recent letters to the editor con-
cerning the shipment of
radioactive materials through
Olean. We live in a radioactive
world. There are many natural

.sources of radiation which have
been present since the earth
was formed. Some of these
materials are ingested with food
and water, while others, such as
radon, are inhaled.

For an average person, the
natarally eccurring sources con-
tribute about four to five times
as much to one’s exposure to
radiation as the human-made
sources. Natural sources include
cosmic radiation, natural
radionuclides such as potassium
that emanate from our bodies
and sources in the earth’s crusts
(soil, water, vegatation). Some of
us are exposed to radon gas, a
current health concern, occur-
ring from the decay of natural
uranium in soil. The average .
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American receives 360 mil-
lirems of radiation each year,
300 from natural sources and 60
from man-made activities.

Man-made sources of radia-
tion include consumer products
such as TVs, some smoke detec-
tors, lantern mantles, building
materials, combustible fuels
(gas, coa), etc.), tobacco and the
shipment of radioactive materi-
als. By far, the most significant
source of man-made radiation
exposure to the public is from
medical procedures, such as
diagnostic x-rays (40 mrem per
year), nuclear medicine and
radiation therapy (14 mrem/yr.).

Yes, we can assess and limit
the risks of radiation exposure
to ourselves and our children.
We can choose our hometown

and live in cities of low eleva-
tion. We can also live outside a
50-mile perimeter of a nuclear

_power plant, which adds 0.009

mrem/yr. to our exposure. We
may be mare wise, however, to
live outside a perimeter of a
coal-fired electrical utility plant,
which adds .03 mrem/yr. to our
exposure. We have little control
over our children going to |
school, working or living in a
stone, brick or concrete build-
ing, but we can limit their trav-
el on jet planes, we can skip the
gas lantern mantles when we
take them camping, we can use
our own discretion in limiting
their exposure to diagnostic x-
rays and we can certainly edu-
cate them to brush their teeth
so they dan't have to receive
porcelain crowns or false teeth
in their later years.
We may be just as wise to

spend our time stressing the
negative health effects to our

which adds an estimated 1,300
mrem/yr. due to radon decay
products. -
About three million ship- -
ments of radioactive materials-
are made each year by highway,
railroad, aircraft and ship. No_
deaths or serious injuries have .
ever been attributed to the
radivactive nature of any mataz-
ial involved in a trapsportation
accident. It may be beyond the..
control of Olean residents at ..
this time to go to the beach on..
the day of the shipment of
radioactive materials becausa
the public doesn’t know the
date. However, regardless of -
when that occurs, we can cer- .
tainly exercise good coramon
sense and make our children
aware of the very obvious, real
danger of playing next to rail-
road tracks, which has nothing
to do with shipmentas of radioac-
tive materials. :

adolescents from radiation expo- (Ms. George lives in Olean.)

sure that occurs when smoking,

el



The QOlean Times Herald; Tuesday, September 18, 2001

Come visit the

First Monthly Public Tour -
Saturday, September 29, 2001
10 a.m. - Noon y
CaII 942-4555 to make reservations -

(At least three days before tour - 9/26101
Open to adults and It
children over the age of 12
Can’t make it on the 29th? .
These monthly public tours will be offered,.
the last Saturday of every month. ~ -3




The Ruffalo News, Wednesday, September 19, 2001

Attacks delay

shi;)ment"-_

of West Valley N-wastes-

By JOHN F. BONFATTI
News Staff Reporter

Plans for a rail shipment of nu-
clear wastes from the West Valley
Demonstration Project have been
put on hold indefinitely following
the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks in
New York City and Washington.

John Chamberlain, a spokes-
man for the project, confirmed
Tuesday that the day after the at.
tacks, federal Energy Department
officials in Washington announced
a halt 1o all shipments of nuclear
materials, including West Vzlley’s
shipment of 125 highly radioactive
nuclear waste fuel rods. '

“In light of what happened, the
DOE is evaluating a lot of activities
and certainly shipping of any nucle-
ar material,” he said.

“My assumption is that when it
begins again, 1t will go on a case-
by-case basis.”

The proposed shipment was be-
lieved to be the largest commercial
nuclear fuel shipment in U.S. histo-

'Because of security concerns,
officials weren’t releasing a date
for the shipment, but the West

Valley Project had been planning.
on completing the five-day journéy’
before Oct. 31, the day the federal
Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s
certificate for compliance for the
shipment ends.

“It has to be in Idaho by the end
of October,” Chamberlain said, ac-
knowledging that, with the post-
ponement, “our time is getting
short.”

Two specially designed casks
containing the waste were to be
placed on rail cars and transported
through 11 states to a temporary
destination, the Idaho National
Engineering and Eunvironmental
Laboratory m Idaho Falls.

The $16 million shipmeat,
which involved planning and nego-
tiating with the states and with the
four railroads that were to carry it,
was to have gone through Butler,
Pa.; Youngstown, Ohio; Fort
Wayne, Ind.; Springfield, Ill.; Kan-
sas City; Topeka, ; Keamney,
Neb.; Julesburg, Colo.; Cheyenne,
Wyo.; and Pocatello, Idaho, before
reaching the laboratory.

e-mail: jbonfatti @buffrnews com




