September 27, 2001

Mr. Jeffrey S. Forbes

Site Vice President

Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant
Nuclear Management Company, LLC
2807 West County Road 75
Monticello, MN 55362-9637

SUBJECT: MONTICELLO NUCLEAR GENERATING PLANT - REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION REGARDING REQUEST TO WITHHOLD INFORMATION FROM
PUBLIC DISCLOSURE (TAC NO. MB2855)

Dear Mr. Forbes:

By your application dated August 30, 2001, which included Global Nuclear Fuel-Americas,
LLC’s (GNF-A’s), affidavit dated July 2, 2001, executed by G.A. Watford, you submitted a
license amendment request for Monticello Cycle 21 Safety Limit Minimum Critical Power Ratio
(SLMCPR) and requested that Exhibit D-2 (GNF-A letter dated June 29, 2001, “Additional
Information Regarding the Cycle Specific SLMCPR for Monticello Cycle 21") be withheld from
public disclosure pursuant to 10 CFR 2.790. Your application also provided Exhibit D-3, a
nonproprietary version of Exhibit D-2. A nonproprietary version of your application has been
placed in the NRC public document room and added to the Agencywide Documents Access
and Management Systems Publicly Available Records System (ADAMS PARS) Library.

Section 2.790(b)(1)(ii) of 10 CFR Part 2 of the Commission’s regulations requires that each
supporting affidavit contain a full statement of the reasons on the basis of which it is claimed
that the information should be withheld from public disclosure. The section further requires the
statement to “address with specificity” the considerations listed in 10 CFR 2.790(b)(4).

Your affidavit has been reviewed in light of the aforementioned paragraphs of the regulations
and it is unclear that all of the information marked as proprietary in Exhibit D-2 meets the
requirements of 10 CFR 2.790(b)(4). Specifically, in Table 1, “Comparison of the Monticello
Cycle 21 and Cycle 20 SLMCPR,” the number of bundles in the core, the reload fuel type, the
power distribution uncertainty correlation, and the actual value of calculated SLMCPR, do not
appear to meet the criteria of 10 CFR 2.790(b)(4) for proprietary information.

Accordingly, consideration should be given to supplementing the present record with additional
factual information. If such action is taken, it is suggested that you furnish specific factual
information for your application indicating why the quantities noted above for Table 1 are
proprietary, or revise Table 1 to clearly separate proprietary and nonproprietary information.

In summary, we have determined that your affidavit is not in conformity with 10 CFR 2.790(b)
of the Commission’s regulations inasmuch as it fails to address the considerations of
paragraph (b)(4) with sufficient specificity to enable us to make the required determination
under 10 CFR 2.790(b). Consequently, we are unable to conclude at this time that the
information referenced in the affidavit is proprietary.
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In accordance with 10 CFR 2.790(c), the information sought to be withheld will be placed in the
Commission’s Public Document Room 30 days after your receipt of this letter unless you either
seek to withdraw the information requested to be withheld or provide the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission with an amended affidavit meeting the requirements of 10 CFR 2.790(b). If you
request that the information be withdrawn, your request will be considered in light of

applicable statutes and regulations and a determination made whether the documents will be
withheld from public disclosure and returned to you.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, | may be reached at 301-415-2296.
Sincerely,
/RA/
Carl F. Lyon, Project Manager, Section 1
Project Directorate Ill

Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant
cc:

J. E. Silberg, Esquire

Shaw, Pittman, Potts and Trowbridge
2300 N Street, N. W.

Washington, DC 20037

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Resident Inspector's Office

2807 W. County Road 75

Monticello, MN 55362

Site Licensing Manager

Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant
Nuclear Management Company, LLC
2807 West County Road 75
Monticello, MN 55362-9637

Robert Nelson, President
Minnesota Environmental Control
Citizens Association (MECCA)
1051 South McKnight Road

St. Paul, MN 55119

Commissioner

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, MN 55155-4194

Regional Administrator, Region |l
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
801 Warrenville Road

Lisle, IL 60532-4351

Commissioner

Minnesota Department of Health
717 Delaware Street, S. E.
Minneapolis, MN 55440

Douglas M. Gruber, Auditor/Treasurer
Wright County Government Center

10 NW Second Street

Buffalo, MN 55313

Commissioner

Minnesota Department of Commerce
121 Seventh Place East

Suite 200

St. Paul, MN 55101-2145

Adonis A. Neblett

Assistant Attorney General
Office of the Attorney General
445 Minnesota Street

Suite 900

St. Paul, MN 55101-2127

Mr. Roy A. Anderson
Executive Vice President and
Chief Nuclear Officer
Nuclear Management Company, LLC
700 First Street
Hudson, W1 54016

Nuclear Asset Manager
Xcel Energy, Inc.
414 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, MN 55401

Mr. Glen A. Watford

Manager, Nuclear Fuel Engineering
Global Nuclear Fuel - Americas, LLC
Castle Hayne Road

Wilmington, NC 28401

September 2001



