
October 3, 2001

MEMORANDUM TO: Biweekly Notice Coordinator

FROM: Jon B. Hopkins, Senior Project Manager, Section 2   /RA/
Project Directorate III
Division of Licensing Project Management

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR PUBLICATION IN BIWEEKLY FR NOTICE -
NOTICE OF CONSIDERATION OF ISSUANCE OF AMENDMENT
TO FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE, PROPOSED NO
SIGNIFICANT HAZARDS CONSIDERATION DETERMINATION,
AND OPPORTUNITY FOR A HEARING (TAC NO. MB2975)

AmerGen Energy Company, LLC, Docket No. 50-461, Clinton Power Station, Unit 1, DeWitt

County, Illinois

Date of amendment request:  September 17, 2001

Description of amendment request:  The proposed amendment would modify the Technical

Specification (TS) surveillance requirement for the containment spray nozzles by changing

the test frequency from �once per 10 years� to �following activities that could result in nozzle

blockage.�

Basis for proposed no significant hazards consideration determination:  As required by

10 CFR 50.91(a), the licensee has provided its analysis of the issue of no significant

hazards consideration which is presented below:

Does the change involve a significant increase in the probability or consequences of
an accident previously evaluated?

The proposed change revises the testing requirements for the containment
spray nozzles to only require verification that each spray nozzle is
unobstructed following activities that could result in nozzle blockage.  The
only event for which the containment spray system is considered an initiator
is the maximum containment negative pressure event.  This event involves
inadvertent actuation of containment spray following a break in the reactor
water cleanup system inside containment described in Updated Safety
Analysis Report (USAR) Section 6.2.1.1.4.2.  This change does not increase
the likelihood for an inadvertent actuation of the containment spray system. 
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The proposed change does not have a detrimental impact on the integrity of
any plant structure, system, or component that initiates an analyzed event.
No active or passive failure mechanisms that could lead to an accident are
affected.  The proposed change will not alter the operation of, or otherwise
increase the failure probability of any plant equipment that initiates an
analyzed accident.  As a result, the probability of any accident previously
evaluated, is not significantly increased.

The consequences of a previously evaluated accident are not significantly
increased.  The proposed change revises the current Surveillance Frequency
from 10 years to following activities that could result in spray nozzle
blockage.  Since activities that could introduce foreign material into the
system (such as inadvertent actuation of the containment spray system or
loss of foreign material control) are the most likely cause for obstruction,
testing or inspection following such activities would verify the nozzle(s) being
unobstructed, and the system capable of performing its safety function.  No
other evolutions require the system boundary to be breached, so introduction
of debris during times when maintenance activities are not in progress are
precluded.  Introduction of foreign materials into the system from the exterior
is highly unlikely due to the location of the spray headers, the passive nature
of the nozzles, and the fact that the containment spray headers are
maintained dry which does not lend itself to active degradation mechanisms
such as corrosion.  The proposed testing requirements are considered
sufficient to provide a high degree of confidence that containment spray flow
will be available when required.  Therefore, the proposed change does not
significantly increase the consequences of an accident previously evaluated.

Does the change create the possibility of a new or different kind of accident from any
accident previously evaluated?

The proposed change to the test frequency for the containment spray system
nozzles does not involve the use or installation of new equipment.  Installed
equipment is not operated in a new or different manner.  No new or different
system interactions are created, and no new processes are introduced.  The
current foreign material exclusion practices have been reviewed and judged
sufficient to provide high confidence that debris will not be introduced during
times when the system boundary is breached.

Therefore, this proposed change does not create the possibility of a new or
different kind of accident from any accident previously evaluated.

Does the change involve a significant reduction in a margin of safety?

The revision to the containment spray nozzle testing frequency does not
introduce any new setpoints at which protective or mitigative actions are
initiated.  No current setpoints are altered by this change.  The design and
functioning of the containment spray system is unchanged.  Since the system
is not susceptible to corrosion induced obstruction nor is the introduction of
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foreign material from the exterior likely, the proposed testing frequency is
sufficient to provide high confidence that the containment spray system will
be available to provide the flow necessary to ensure that the effects of
drywell bypass leakage and low energy line breaks are mitigated.  Therefore,
the capacity of the system will remain unchanged.  As a result, this change
does not involve a significant reduction in a margin of safety.

The NRC staff has reviewed the licensee's analysis and, based on this review, it

appears that the three standards of 10 CFR 50.92(c) are satisfied.  Therefore, the NRC

staff proposes to determine that the amendment request involves no significant hazards

consideration.

Attorney for licensee:  Robert Helfrich, Mid-West Regional Operating Group, Exelon

Generation Company, LLC, 1400 Opus Place, Suite 900, Downers Grove, IL  60515

NRC Section Chief:  Anthony J. Mendiola
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