
RECUQn , UNITED STATES 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

SALNREGION II 
ATLANTA FEDERAL CENTER 

61 FORSYTH STREET, SW, SUITE 23T85 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303-3415 

September 4, 1998 

Tennessee Valley Authority 
ATTN: Mr. Richard T. Purcell 
Site Vice President - Watts Bar Plant 
"P.0. Box 2000 
Spring City, TN 37381-2000 

SUBJECT: INTIMIDATION OF TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY (TVA) EMPLOYEE 

Dear Mr. Purcell: 

On August 28, 1998, TVA's licensing manager informed the NRC Senior Resident 
Inspector of an incident involving a TVA employee who received a threatening 
note via internal TVA mail on August 27. 1998. Although we ar'e not aware of 
all the facts associated with this incident, the threatening note may have 
been sent in response to concerns the employee has raised.  

The NRC considers retaliation for individuals who raise safety concerns a 
serious matter, particularly given its potential negative impact on the 
willingness of employees to freely raise safety concerns at TVA in the future.  

We understand that TVA initiated a number of actions in response to the 
------i incident. These actions included, 1) immediate notification of the TVA 

Inspector General, Employee Concerns staff and your Office of General Counsel; 
2) initiation of an investigation by the Inspector General; 3) an August 28.  
1998, meeting to discuss the significance of the incident and to determine the 
actions.to be taken in response and 4) your issuance of an August 28, 1998, 
memorandum to site management which discussed TVA's policy of zero tolerance 
for intimidation in the workplace, and directed management to convey this 
policy to site employees and to advise you in writing of the manner by which 
employees were advised of the policy.  

We acknowledge the prompt actions you have taken in response to this incident.  
Please keep us advised of any developments in this case including the outcome 
of your.investigative efforts. If you have any questions regarding this 
letter, please contact Mrs. Anne T. Boland. Director. Enforcement and 
Investigations Coordination Staff at (404) 562-4421.  

Sincerely, 

9uis A. ieyes 

Regional Administrator
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Tennessee Valley Authority 
ATTN: Mr. J. A Scalice 

Chie* Nuclear Officer and 
Execut've Vice President 

6A Lookout Place 
1101 Market Street 
Chattanooga, TN 37402-28D1 

UWB- ECT: TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY (TVA) RESPONSE TO NUCLEAR REGULATORY 
COMMISSION (NRC) REQUEST REGARDING DEPARTMENT OF. L ABOR C.ASE 
NO. 97-ERA-S3 (TVA VS. CURTIS C. OVERALL) 

Dear Mr. Scalice.  

By letter from R. Purcell to L. Reyes dated May 28, 1998. TVA. requested that 
the NRC refrain from InItiating escalaTed enforcement actior regarding a 
J. S. Department of Labor (OOL) Adrinistrative Law JuDge (ALJ) Recoa1rended 
Decision and Order CRDO) in the case of Curtis C. Overall vs. TVA (97-ERA-53) 
The NRC. by letter, from L. Reyes to J. Scalice dated July 17. 1998. requestel 
that TVA submit to the NRC a description of the tases for TVA's appeal of the 
ALJ RDO and documents filed with the DOL Admrinistrative Review Board (ARB) In 
this case. The NRC request of July 17, 1998. was made to assist us in o4.ir 
determina:ion of whether to defer Agency action in this case pendn .  
completior of the DOL rev'ew process. TVA responded to the NRC'ý-" 
July 17, 1998. request by 1etters dated August 7 and 24. 1998.  

The NRC has revyited the TVA responses of August 7 and 24. 1998. and hes 
decided tkfer Agency action in this case pendint complet ionof the L.  
revi ease continue to provide the NRC •itf all TVA filings in te INTL case..  

... -I."yr-rtvany-qazst1ons -regvrding ttis letter, please contact Anne Boland, 
Director.' Enforcement and Investigations Coordination Staff. of my staff at 
404-562-4421.  

Sincerely, 

i Luis A. Reyes 
Regional Adminirstrator 

Docket Nos. 50-390. 50-391 
License Nos. NPF-90. CPPR-92

cc: See Page 2
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By letter from R. Purcell to L. Reyes dated May 28, 1998. TVA requested tnart 

the NRC refrain from Initiating escalated enforcement action regarding a 

u. S. Department of Labor (DOLT AdninistratIve Law %Juoge (AlA) R.couliUfed 

Decision and Order (RDO) in the case of Curtis C. Overall vs. TVA (97-ERA-53) 

Thq NRC. by letter from L.. Reyes to J. Scalice dated July 17, 199e. requested 

thaf TVA submit to the . RC a description of the bases for TVA's apel of the 

AlW RDO and docwUnSt filed with the DOL Administrative Revie Board (MB) in 

this case. The NRC request of July 17. 1998. was made to assist us in o.r 

determination of whether to defer Agency action in this case gp3 , 
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July 17. 19918. reqiuest bletters dated August 7 and 24, 1998,
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W ~oral Admnistrator
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"Tennessee Valley Authority 
ATTN: Mr. Richard T. Purcell 
Site Vice President - Watts Bar Plant 
P.O. Box 2000 
Spring City, TN 37381-2000 

SUBJECT: INTIMIDATION OF TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY (TVA) EMPLOYEE 

Dear Mr. Purcell: 

On August 28, 1998. TVA's licensing manager informed the C Senior Resident 
Inspector of an incident involving a TVA employee who r eived a threatening 
note via internal TVA mail on August 27, 1998. Alth gh we are not aware of 
all the facts associated with this incident, the t eatening note may have 
been'sent in response to concerns the employee raised.  

The NRC considers retaliation for individua who raise safety concerns a 
serious matter, particularly given its p ntial negative impact on the 
willingness of employees to freely rai safety concerns at TVA in the future.  

We understand that TVA initiated a umber of actions in resoiohse to the 
incident. These actions include , 1) immediate notification of the TVA 
Inspector General. Employee Co erns staff and your Office of General Counsel: 
2) initiation of an investi ion by the Inspector General: 3) an August 28.  
1998, meeting to discusst significance of the incident and to determine the 
actions to be taken in ponse and 4) your issuance of an August 28, 1998.  
memorandum to site ma ement which discussed TVA's policy of zero tolerance 
for intimidation in e workplace. and directed management to convey this 
policy tosite em yees and to advise you in writing of the manner by which 
employees.were a ised of the policy.  

We acknowled the prompt actions you have taken in response to this incident.  
Please kee us advised of any developments in this case including the outcome 
of your vestigative efforts. If you have any questions regarding this 
letter please contact Mrs. Anne T. Boland, Director, Enforcement and 
Inves gations Coordination Staff at (404) 562-4421.  

Sincerely, 

Luis A. Reyes 
Regional Administrator 
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Tennessee Valley Authority 
ATIN: Mr. Richard T. Purcell 
Site Vice President - Watts Bar Plant 
P.O. Box 2000 
Spring City, TN 37381-2000 

SUBJECT: INTIMIDATION OF TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY (TVA) EMPLOYEE 

Dear Mr. Purcell: 

On August 28, 1998, TVA's licensing manager informed the NRC nior Resident 
Inspector of an incident involving a TVA employee who rec * ed a threatening 
note via internal TVA mail on August 27. 1998. Althou we are not aware of 

all the facts associated with this incident, it appe s that the threatening 
note was sent in response to concerns the employee as raised.  

The NRC considers this a serious matter, parti ularly given its potential, 
negative impact on the willingness of empl ees to freely rais-e safety 
concerns at TVA in the future.  

We understand that TVA initiated a ber of actions in response to the 
incident. These actions included immediate notification of the TVA 
Inspector General, Employee Con ms staff and your Office of General Counsel; 
2) initiation of an investiga on by the Inspector General: 3) an August 28.  
1998, management meeting t discuss the significance of the incident and to 
determine the actions to e taken in response and 4) your issuance of an 
August 28. 1998. memor um to site management which discussed TVA's policy of 
zero.tolerance for.i imidation in the workplace. and directed management to 

convey this polic o site employees and to advise you in writing of the 
manner by which ployees were advised of the policy.  

We acknowle e the prompt actions you have taken in response to this incident.  
Please ke us advised of any developments in this case including the outcome 
of your nvestigative efforts. If you have any questiont regarding this 
lette . please contact Mrs. Anne T. Boland. Director. Enforcement and 
Iv tigations Coordination Staff at (404) 562-4421.  

Sincerely.  

Luis A. Reyes Regional Administrator
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