
Dr. John Ahearne, Director September 25, 2001
Sigma Xi
99 Alexander Drive
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709

Dear Dr. Ahearne:

I am writing to express my appreciation for your contribution to the outstanding work of the
Expert Panel in addressing issues related to the role and direction of regulatory research.  In
particular, I want to thank you for your willingness to participate and your thoughtful suggestions
on issues related to regulatory research.  Stakeholder input is valuable to us and critical to
carrying out the NRC’s mission of ensuring adequate protection of public health and safety and
the environment in the use of nuclear materials.  Your effort and willingness to share your input
and perspectives on regulatory research and related issues are much appreciated.  I expect to
see many of the Expert Panel recommendations reflected in our research programs in the near
future. 

Draft copies of the Expert Panel report “Role and Direction of Nuclear Regulatory Research”
have been widely distributed. The report has generated a great deal of interest both internally
and externally.  The panel is to be commended for producing a quality product.   The final
report is currently with our Publishing Services Organization and we expect it to be published by
the end of October.  However, the draft final report can now be viewed on the NRC web site at
www.nrc.gov/RES/nrc.html.  You will be provided with a hard copy of the final report as soon as
it is available.   

I am deeply appreciative of your interest and willingness to volunteer your time and resources to
assist in defining the role and direction of nuclear regulatory research.

Sincerely,
/RA/

William D. Travers
Executive Director
   for Operations
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