
September 10, 2001

J. H. Swailes, Vice President of
  Nuclear Energy
Nebraska Public Power District
P.O. Box 98
Brownville, Nebraska  68321

SUBJECT: LICENSED OPERATOR POSITIVE ALCOHOL TEST

Dear Mr. Swailes, 

On August 27, 2001, you reported in Event Report 38236, that one of your NRC-licensed senior
reactor operators tested positive for alcohol on a fitness-for-duty test administered by your staff
on August 27, 2001.  In order to facilitate our review of this matter, we require information
beyond what you have reported to date which is relevant to this matter.  Therefore, we request
that you provide, within 30 days after the date of this letter, answers to the questions listed in
the enclosure and any other records or information you may have on this operator's fitness for
duty.  Any personal, proprietary, or safeguards information in your response should be
contained in a separate attachment and appropriately marked.  An affidavit required by
10 CFR 2.790(b) must accompany your response, where applicable.

You should determine whether the operator meets the requirements of 10 CFR 55.33(a)(1). 
You should ensure that (1) the operator meets the general health requirements of 
ANSI/ANS-3.4-1983, (2) the operator does not have a disqualifying condition under 
Section 5.3 of that standard, and (3) that documentation describing the designated physician's
conclusion that the operator meets the requirements of ANSI/ANS-3.4-1983 is available for
review by the NRC.  If a conditional license is requested per 10 CFR 55.25, that condition
should be documented on NRC Form 396 and transmitted to the NRC.

If you determine that the operator no longer meets the medical qualifications described in 
10 CFR 55.33(a)(1), then, in accordance with 10 CFR 55.25, you must notify the NRC via letter
of the operator's permanent incapacitation.  For example, you must notify the NRC if you
determine, based on your employee assistance program in consultation with your designated
physician, that the operator can no longer meet the medical criteria of ANSI/ANS-3.4-1983.

The NRC will evaluate the information in your reply to this letter to determine if further action is
warranted pursuant 10 CFR Parts 50 or 55.  The information provided by you will be subject to
the Privacy Act of 1974 and it will be maintained in the Privacy Act System of Records, NRC-16,
�Facility Operator Licensees Records Files.�  
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If you have any questions, please contact Anthony T. Gody, Chief, Operations Branch at 
(817) 860-8159.  Your cooperation is appreciated.

Sincerely,

/RA/
Arthur T. Howell III, Director
Division of Reactor Safety

Docket:   50-298
License:  DPR-46

Enclosure: 
Licensed Operator Fitness-For-Duty
  Questionnaire

cc w/enclosure:
G. R. Horn, Senior Vice President
  of Energy Supply
Nebraska Public Power District
1414 15th Street
Columbus, Nebraska  68601

John R. McPhail, General Counsel
Nebraska Public Power District
P.O. Box 499
Columbus, Nebraska  68602-0499

D. F. Kunsemiller, Risk and 
  Regulatory Affairs Manager
Nebraska Public Power District
P.O. Box 98
Brownville, Nebraska  68321

Dr. William D. Leech
Manager - Nuclear
MidAmerican Energy
907 Walnut Street
P.O. Box 657
Des Moines, Iowa  50303-0657

Ron Stoddard
Lincoln Electric System
1040 O Street
P.O. Box 80869
Lincoln, Nebraska  68501-0869
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Michael J. Linder, Director
Nebraska Department of Environmental 
  Quality
P.O. Box 98922
Lincoln, Nebraska  68509-8922

Chairman
Nemaha County Board of Commissioners
Nemaha County Courthouse
1824 N Street
Auburn, Nebraska  68305

Sue Semerena, Section Administrator
Nebraska Health and Human Services System
Division of Public Health Assurance
Consumer Services Section
301 Centennial Mall, South
P.O. Box 95007
Lincoln, Nebraska  68509-5007

Ronald A. Kucera, Deputy Director
  for Public Policy
Department of Natural Resources
205 Jefferson Street
Jefferson City, Missouri  65101

Jerry Uhlmann, Director
State Emergency Management Agency
P.O. Box 116
Jefferson City, Missouri  65101

Vick L. Cooper, Chief
Radiation Control Program, RCP
Kansas Department of Health
  and Environment
Bureau of Air and Radiation
Forbes Field Building 283
Topeka, Kansas  66620
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ENCLOSURE

Licensed Operator Fitness-for-Duty Questionnaire

Nebraska Public Power District is requested to provide the following information concerning the
fitness-for-duty occurrence of August 27, 2001 (Event Report 38236), regarding the involved
licensed operator:

1. Name and responsibilities of the operator.

2. A summary of the operator's entire fitness-for-duty testing history.  Please include the
dates and times the operator was tested, the reasons for the tests (i.e., random, for-
cause, or follow-up), the results of the tests, and the dates that any tests were confirmed
positive.  

3. A detailed chronology (time line) associated with this event, including all the information
developed as a result of your review of this the event (e.g., the report documenting your
review of this matter, summaries of interviews, etc.).

4. Whether the operator consumed alcoholic beverages within the protected area.  If so,
please provide the details of the circumstances surrounding such consumption.

5. Whether the operator was at the controls or supervising licensed activities while under
the influence of alcohol.  If so, please provide the details of the operator's performance
of licensed duties while under the influence of alcohol.

6. Whether the operator was involved in procedural errors related to this occurrence.  If so,
please provide the details of the procedural errors and the consequences of the errors.

7. Your intentions with regard to the operator's resumption of duties under the 10 CFR
Parts 50 and 55 licenses, including your plans for follow-up testing.

8. Any other relevant information, which will facilitate the NRC review of this matter.


