
UNITED STATES 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

REGION I 
475 ALLENDALE ROAD 

KING OF PRUSSIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19406-1415 

April 23,1998 

Docket No. 99990001 License No. General licensee 

Mr. Gregory P. Roberts 
Chief Executive Officer 
Marlboro Psychiatric Hospital 
State of New Jersey 
Department of Human Services 
546 County Road 520 
Marlboro, NJ 07746-1099 

SUBJECT: LOSS OF TRITIUM EXIT SIGNS AND INSPECTION NO. 99990001/98-006 

Dear Mr. Roberts: 

This is in reference to the loss of three tritium 25-curie exit signs which you discovered missing 
on February 26, 1998 from Cottages 10 and 12 of the Marlboro Psychiatric Hospital. On April 
15, 1998, Sheri Minnick of this office conducted a safety inspection at the above address of 
activities authorized by the above listed NRC license. The inspection was limited to 
observations by the inspector, interviews with personnel, and confirmatory surveys of Cottages 10 and 12 consisting of wipe samples. The wipes were analyzed by the NRC Region I office.  
The analysis shows that there are no levels of contamination above the removable 
contamination criteria of 1,000 disintegrations per minute (dpm) per 100 centimeters squared 
(cm2), listed in Table 1 of the "Guidelines for Decontamination of Facilities and Equipment Prior to Release for Unrestricted Use or Termination of Licenses for Byproduct, Source or Special 
Nuclear Material" (Enclosure 1). The results of our analysis are attached for your review (Enclosure 2). The initial findings of the inspection were discussed with you at the conclusion of 
the inspection.  

It should be noted as this time that the NRC may have further questions or concerns related to this event and therefore, considers Inspection No. 99990001/98-006 open. Thank you for your 
cooperation during this matter.  

No response to this letter is required.  

Sincerely, 

A. .andolplough hirector 
Division of clear aterials Safety
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Enclosures: 
1. "Guidelines for Decontamination of Facilities 

and Equipment Prior to Release for Unrestricted 
Use or Termination of Licenses for Byproduct, 
Source or Special Nuclear Material" 

2. NRC Wipe Test Results 

cc: 
Vince Giampeitro, Director, 
Office of Operations Support 
State of New Jersey



ENCLOSURE 2

RESULTS OF NRC WIPE TESTS TAKEN ON APRIL 15, 1998 AT
THE MARLBORO PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL

LOCATION TRITIUM (H-3) 
DPMW100 cm2 

Cottage 10 - Floor near Door 226 -2 +8 

Cottage 10 - Floor near Door 226 20+9 

Cottage 10 - Floor near Door 227 5+9 

Cottage 10 - Floor near Door 227 29 + 10 

Cottage 10 - Center of Room between 226 and 227 3 +9 

Cottage 12 - Floor near basement tunnel 8 + 10 

Cottage 12 - Floor near basement tunnel 35 + 11
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DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

PO Box 700 
TRENTON NJ 08625-0700 

CHRISTINE TODD WHITMAN 
WILLIAM WALDMAN 

Governor 
Commissioner 

TEL (609) 292-3717 

March 6, 1998 

Judy Joustra 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
475 Allendale Road 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 

Dear Ms. Joustra: 

As per our discussion, attached is a report from Marlboro Psychiatric Hospital 

concerning the missing, self-illuminating, exit signs. Unfortunately, the signs 

were not located.  

Subsequent to our conversation, I did some calling around and did determine 

that the facility was in error. Self-Powered Lighting is, indeed, still in business.  

In addition to Self-Powered and SRB Technologies, I provided the facility with 

phone numbers for Isolite and Co Physics. Between these vendors, I am sure 

we can arrange for appropriate return shipment.  

As indicated in the report, there is no evidence of any damage to the signs. I 

will update you, should additional information become available, and would 

appreciate your letting me know if there are any other steps which need to be 

taken.  

Sincerely, 

Vince Giampeitro, Director 

Office of Operations Support 

Attachment 

c: Alan Kaufman 
Terri Wilson 
Greg Roberts 
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MARLBORO PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL

r

Office Memorandum 

March 2, 1998 

TO: Vince Giampeitro, Director 
Office of Operations Support 
Department of Human S es 

FROM: Greg Robert 
Chief Exec ve Officer 

SUBJECT: Missing Exit Signs 

Attached is a report from Garry Jackson, Fire Chief, Marlboro Psychiatric Hospital, detailing the 
events in chronological order from when the exit signs were first reported missing to present. I would 
like to add several points not written in Mr. Jackson's report: 

1. The longest time period for a missing sign to be unnoted is one week, since we instituted a weekly 
visual check of all signs and all were accounted for on the 2/19/98 check.  

2. The search for the missing sign consisted of both inside and outside the two cottages involved. There 
is no evidence of damage to the signs. The search was first done on Friday and repeated on Saturday.  

3. We have removed signs from all unoccupied buildings and Mr. Jackson is going to re-survey occupied 
buildings to remove all signs without necessitating extensive wiring or the requesting of variances. As 
soon as buildings become unoccupied we would remove the remaining signs.  

4. We are still working out the procedures for returning signs to the manufacturer. As you know, one 
manufacturer (Self-Powered Lighting) has apparently gone out of business and the other (SRB 
Technologies) is not on the accounting system. We are in the process of getting all the necessary 
information so that they can be entered in the system. SRB Technologies has unofficially quoted a 
price of $100 to take another manufacturer's sign. I would appreciate your office providing us with 
other vendors that can take these signs so that we can bid this out. If you wish, my Business Office 
can contact NRC directly to get such a vendor list.  

Marlboro Psychiatric Hospital is eager to remove these exit signs as safely and as quickly as 
possible. Your advice and help is always appreciated. Please contact me if there are any other questions.  

Thank you.  

GR/aph 
Attachment 
Pc: A. Kaufman, Director, DMHS 

T. Wilson, Assistant Director, DMHS 
J. Whitenack, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, MPH



MARLBORO PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

TO: John Whitenack 

FROM: Garry Jackson 

DATE: March 2, 1998 

RE: Missing Self-Luminous Exit Signs 

On Thursday February 26, 1995 while conducting a visual inspection of 

self-luminous exit signs Assistant Fire Chief James Kelly noted three 

signs missing.  

Two were missing from the second floor dayroom of Cottage 10 and one 

was missing from the basement of Cottage 12. Both of these units are 

unoccup ied.  

I was advised by AFC Kelly of the missing signs when I relieved him at 

0700 hours Friday 2-27-98. I checked the areas myself and asked john 

Perry, Jr., Electric Shop supervisor if he had taken the signs down 

which he istated he had not.  

At 0345 the same date I notified the Human Services Police Department 

of the missing signs. At 0850 I notified your office.  

As per your request at 1050 I called the DEP Hotline 603-964-5462 and 

spoke to a staff member who identified herself as Joyce. She indicated 

that a missing sign was not reportable but referred me to Bill Csaszar 

of DEP's radiation section at 609-984-5463. I left a message on Mr.  

Csaszars voice mail to call me.  

At 1305 Mr. Csaszar called back and referred me to Robert Bores of the 

Nuclear Regulatory Corn. at 610-337-5213. I left a message on Mr. Bores 

voice mail to call. As per your instructions since leaving the 

message I have not spoken to anyone from the NRC.  

As per our policy draft for incidents involving self-luminous signs a 

search for the missing signs was conducted on both Friday and Saturday.  

All results were negative.
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Li self-luminous sions were removed from unoccupied buildings on 

Aturday 2-28-98. This includes the 23 surplus signs which were at the 

Lectric Shop. A total of 77 have been placed in a secure room in 

ottage 12 pending shipment back to the manufacturer.  

he return protocol for signs manufactured by SRET was forwarded to 

our office last week. They charge $15. per sign with no more than 10 

igns per package pre-paid or with payment.  

le have been unable to locate Self-Powered Lighting Inc. the 

Ranufacturer of many of our signs. SRBT will accept competitors signs 

=t a charge of $100. per sign.  

I believe we have three options regarding S-F' Lighting Signs.

1) 
2) 
3)

Ship them to SRBT at $100. per sign.  

Request bids from disposal firms authorized to accept the sions.  

Request the NRC to locate S-m Lighting and determine if they are 

still in business.

Options 2 3 will require we eep the signs in storage.  
Signs in occupied areas remain in use and accounted for. As you know 

proper egress signage is required by both the New Jersey Uniform Fire 

Code and NFPA 101. Removal of the self-luminous signs would require an 

alternate code compliant replacement.  

If a code compliant replacement such as electricalLy wired sions is not J_ mt e D v s on 01F r •-:et fc 

feasible we can request a variance from the Division of Fire Sft 

I would point out that even if we were granted a variance to reduce 

signage below standards it would effect our position with JCAHO as 

their standards are independent of local or state agencies.  

I am of course available to meet at your convenience to discuss this 

issue in greater detail.  

p_: M. Corbett, Safety Office
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