January 30, 1989

Docket No.: 50-425

Mr. W. G. Hairston, III

Senior Vice President -
Nuclear Operations

Georgia Power Company

P.0. Box 1295

Birmingham, Alabama 35201

Dear Mr. Hairston:

SUBJECT: VOGTLE UNIT 2 - ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT RE: TEMPORARY EXEMPTION
FROM 10 CFR 50.33(k)(1) (TAC 71437)

Enclosed is a copy of an "Environmental Assessment and Finding of No
Significant Impact" for your information. This notice relates to your request
of December 13, 1988, for an exemption from the schedular requirement of

10 CFR 50.33(k)(1). 1In essence, the exemption would extend the date to submit
the Vogtle Unit 2 decommissioning fund report until July 26, 1990.

This notice has been forwarded to the Office of the Federal Register for

pubTication.
Sincerely,
Jon B. Hopkins, Project Manager
Project Directorate 1I-3
Division of Reactor Projects - 1/11
O0ffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
Enclosure:
As stated

cc: See next page
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‘Mr. W. G. Hairston, III
Georgia Power Company

cc:

Mr. J. P. Kane

Manager, Licensing and Engineering
Georgia Power Company

P.0. Box 4545

Atlanta, Georgia 30302

Mr. Ruble A. Thomas

Executive Consultant

Southern Company Services, Inc.
P.0. Box 1295

Birmingham, Alabama 35201

Mr. Paul D. Rice

Vice President & Project Director
Georgia Power Company

Post Office Box 282

Waynesboro, Georgia 30830

Mr. J. A. Bailey

Project Licensing Manager
Southern Company Services, Inc.
P.0. Box 1295

Birmingham, Alabama 35201

Ernest L. Blake, Jr.

Bruce W, Churchill, Esq.

Shaw, Pittman, Potts and Trowbridge
2300 N Street, N. W, |
Washington, D. C. 20037

Mr. G. Bockhold, Jr.

General Manager, Nuclear Operations
Georgia Power Company

P.0. Box 1600

Waynesboro, Georgia 30830

Regional Administrator, Region II
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
101 Marietta Street, N.W., Suite 2900
Atlanta, Georgia 30323

Office of the County- Commissioner
Burke County Commission
Waynesboro, Georgia 30830

0ffice of Planning and Budget
Room 615B

270 Washington Street, S.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Vogtle Electric Generating Plant

Resident Inspector

Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P.0. Box 572

Waynesboro, Georgia 30830

Deppish Kirkland, III, Counsel

Office of the Consumers' Utility
Council

Suite 225

32 Peachtree Street, N.E.

Atlanta, Georgia 30302

James E. Joiner

Troutman, Sanders, Lockerman,
& Ashmore

1400 Candler Building

127 Peachtree Street, N.E.

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Danny Feig
1130 Alta Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia 30307

Carol Stangler

Georgians Against Nuclear Energy
425 Euclid Terrace

Atlanta, Georgia 30307

Mr. R. P. McDBonald

Executive Vice President -
Nuclear Operations

Georgia Power Company

P.C. Box 1295

‘Birmingham, Alabama 35201

Mr. J. Leonard Ledbetter, Commissioner
Department of Natural Resources

270 Washington Street, NW

Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Attorney General

Law Department

132 Judicial Building
Atlanta, Georgia 30334
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UNITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
GEORGIA POWER COMPANY

OGLETHORPE POWER CORPORATION

MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC AUTHORITY OF GEORGIA

CITY OF DALTON, GEORGIA

DOCKET NO. 50-425

ENVIRCNMENTAL ASSESSMENT ANC FINDING OF

NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission (the Commission) is
considering issuance of an exemption from the schedular requirement of
10 CFR 50.33(k)(1) to Georgia Power Company, Oglethorpe Power Corporation,
Municipal Electric Authority of Georgia, and the City of Dalton, Georgia (the
licensee) for Vogtle Electric Generating Plant, Unit 2 (Vogtle 2) located at
the licensee's site in Burke County, Georgia.

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Identification of Proposed Action:

10 CFR 50.33(k)(1) states, "Each application shall state: for an
application for an operating license for a production or utilization facility,
information in the form of a report, as described in 50.75 of this part,
indicating how reasonable assurance will be provided that funds will be
available to decommission the facility." 10 CFR 50.75 establishes
requirements for indicating how reasonable assurance will be provided that
funds will be avai]éble for decommissioning. By letter dated December 13,
1988, the licensee requested an exemption from the schedular reguirement of 10
CFR 50.33(k)(1) for Vogtle 2. Each holder of an operating license is required

to submit a decommissioning funding plan on or before July 26, 1990. The licensee
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proposes to submit the decommissioning funding plan for Unit 2 at the time it submits
the decommissioning funding plan for Unit 1 for which it holds an operating license,
that is by July 26, 1990.

The Need for the Proposed Action:

The licensee has stated that each of the plant's owners must evaluate the
funding options to determine which is most appropriate for them, and then the
owners collectively, or each owner separately, must effectuate their decisions
by financial instrument. The funding report and certification are complex and
require careful and deliberate financial planning. The proposed exemption is'
needed to provide the time necessary to perform this planning properly and h
provide an accurate and informed report.

Environmental Impacts of the Proposed Action:

The proposed exemption from 10 CFR 50.33(k)(1) will not increase the
probability or consequences of accidents, no changes are being made in the
types of any effluents that may be released offsite, and there is no
significant cumulative radiation exposure. Accordingly, the Commission
concludes that the proposed exemption would result in no significant
radiological environmental impact. Additionally, it does not affect
non-radiological plant effluents and has no other environmental impact.
Therefore, the Commission concludes that there are no significant
non-radiological environmental impacts associated with the exemption.

Alternative to the Proposed Action:

Since the Commission concluded that there are no significant
environmental effects that would result from the proposed action, any .

alternatives with equal or greater environmental impacts need not be evaluated.
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The principal alternative would be to deny the requested exemption. This
would not reduce environmental impacts, since the power would need to be
replaced by power generated by another source.

Alternative Use of Resources:

This action involves no use of resources not previously considered
in connection with the Final Environmental Statements (construction permit
and operating license) for the Vogtle Electric Generating Plant, Units 1 and 2.

Agencies and Persons Consulted:

The NRC staff has reviewed the licensee's request and did not consult
other agencies or persons. |

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The Commission has determined not to prepare an environmental impact
statement for the proposed exemption.

Based upon the foregoing environmental assessment, we conclude that the
proposed action will not have a significant effect on the quality of the human
envirocnment.

For details with respect to this action, see the request for exemption
dated December 13, 1988, which is available for public inspection at
the Commission's Public Document Room, 2120 L Street, N. W., Washington, D.C.,
and at the Burke County Public Library, 412 4th Street, Waynesboro, Georgia
30830.

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 30th day of January, 1989.

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

David B. Matthews, Director

Project Directorate II-3

Division of Reactor Projects - I/II
O0ffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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The principal alternative would be to deny the requested exemption. This
would not reduce environmental impacts, since the power would need to be
replaced by power generated by another source.

Alternative Use of Resources:

This action involves no use of resources not previously considered
in connection with the Final Environmental Statements (construction permit
and operating license) for the Vogtle Electric Generating Plant, Units 1 and 2.

Agencies and Persons Consulted:

The NRC staff has reviewed the licensee's request and did not consult
other agencies or persons.

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The Commission has determined not to prepare an environmental impact
statement for the proposed exemption.

Based upon the foregoing environmental assessment, we conclude that the
proposed action will not have a significant effect on the quality of the human
environment.

For details with respect to this action, see the request for exemption
dated December 13, 1988, which is available for public inspection at
the Commission's Public Document Room, 2120 L Street, N. W., Washington, D.C.,
and at the Burke County Public Library, 412 4th Street, Waynesboro, Georgia
20830.

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 30th day of January, 1989.

) FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:
David B. Matthews, Director
Project Directorate II-3
Division of Reactor Projects - I/II

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
*SEE PREVICUS CONCURRENCES
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The principal alternative would be to deny the requested exemption. This
would not reduce environmental impacts, since the power would need to be
replaced by power generated by another source.
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and operating license) for the Vogtle Electric Generating Plant, Units 1 and 2.
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The Commission has determined not to prepare an environmental impact
statement for the proposed exemption.

Based upon the foregoing environmental assessment, we conclude that the
proposed action will not have a significant effect on the quality of the human
environment.

For details with respect to this action, see the request for exemption
dated December 13, 1988, which is available for public inspection at
the Commission's Public Document Room, 2120 L Street, N. W., Washington, D.C.,
and at the Burke County Public Library, 412 4th Street, Waynesboro, Georgia
30830.

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 30th day of January, 1989.

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:

David B. Matthews, Director

Project Directorate II-3

Division of Reactor Projects - I/11

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
*SEE PREVIOUS CONCURRENCES
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Alternative Use of Resources:

This action involves no use of resources not previously considered
in connection with the Final Environmental Statements (construction permit
and operating license) for the Vogtle Electric Generating Plant, Units 1 and 2.

Agencies and Persons Consulted:

The NRC staff has reviewed the licensee's request and did not consult
other agencies or persons.

FINDING OF NO _SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The Commission has determined not to prepare an environmental impact
statement for the proposed exemption.

Based upon the foregoing environmental asséssment, we conclude that the
proposed action will not have a significant effect on the quality of the human
environment.

For details with respect to this actidn, see the request for exemption
dated December 13, 1988, which is available for public inspection at
the Commission's Public Document Room, 2120 L Street,.N. W., Washington, D.C.,
and at the Burke County Public Library, 412 4th Street, Waynesboro, Georgia
30830.

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 30th day of January , 1989.

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:

David B. Matthews, Acting Director
Project Directorate 1I-3

Division of Reactor Projects - I/II
0ffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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