August 30, 2001
Mr. Steven J. Gallian
Mr. Timothy A. Gray
4786 Bodily Place
Winnemucca, Nevada 89445

Dear Mr. Gallian and Mr. Gray:

Your letter dated May 15, 2001, regarding promoting Humboldt County, Nevada, as a possible
site for a nuclear power plant was forwarded to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)
by Senator John Ensign. The NRC is an independent agency established by the U.S.
Congress under the Energy Reorganization Act of 1974 to ensure adequate protection of the
public health and safety, the common defense and security, and the environment in the use of
nuclear materials in the United States. Among other things, as described in the enclosed
background material, the NRC’s scope of responsibility includes regulating nuclear power
plants. If a plant were to be sited and built in Humboldt County, Nevada, the NRC would be
involved with licensing both the construction and the operation of the facility. However,
because of our licensing responsibility, we do not engage in the promotion of nuclear power.

To assist you in your objective, we have forwarded your letter to Mr. Shane Johnson in the
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Office of Nuclear Energy Science and Technology. If you
desire, you can contact Mr. Johnson at 301-903-3860, and he can provide you with information
regarding DOE'’s current activities related to nuclear power plants. If you have any questions
regarding the mission of the NRC please contact James E. Lyons, Director, New Reactor
Licensing Project Office at 301-415-1126 or our Office of Public Affairs at 301-415-8200.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Samuel J. Collins, Director

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
Enclosure: NUREG/BR-0164, Rev 4, “NRC Regulator of Nuclear Safety”

cc w/encl: See next page
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cc with enclosure:

The Honorable John Ensign
attention: Mac Bybee

United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510-6150

Mr. Thomas Miller

Advanced Research Program Manager
Department of Energy, NE-20 Room A286
19901 Germantown Road

Germantown, MD 20874

Mr. Shane Johnson
Department of Energy
19901 Germantown Road
Germantown, MD 20874



