
December 1, 1995

Mr. Robert E. Busch 
President - Energy Resources Group 
Northeast Utilities Service Company 
c/o Mr. Richard M. Kacich 
P.O. Box 128 
Waterford, CT 06385

SUBJECT: CORRECTION TO SAFETY EVALUATION FOR 
(TAC NO. M92197)

AMENDMENT NO. 119

Dear Mr. Busch: 

On August 28, 1995, the Commission issued Amendment No. 119 to Facility 
Operating License No. NPF-49 for the Millstone Nuclear Power Station, Unit 3, 
in response to your application dated April 28, 1995, as supplemented 
August 2, 1995. The amendment revised Technical Specification Sections 3.7.5, 
4.7.5, and Bases Section 3/4.7.5 to permit Millstone 3 to remain in operation 
with the average ultimate heat sink water temperature greater than 75 F (but 
less than or equal to 77'F) for a period of 12 hours.  

You brought to our attention that page 2 of the safety evaluation (SE) 
contained an error which could create confusion. Enclosed is corrected SE 
page 2.  

Sincerely, 

Original signed by: 

Vernon L. Rooney, Senior Project Manager 
Project Directorate 1-3 
Division of Reactor Projects - I/Il 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket No. 50-423

Enclosure: SE page 2

cc w/encl: See next page
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UNITED STATES 
0 •NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
V WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001 

December 1, 1995 

Mr. Robert E. Busch 
President - Energy Resources Group 
Northeast Utilities Service Company 
c/o Mr. Richard M. Kacich 
P.O. Box 128 
Waterford, CT 06385 

SUBJECT: CORRECTION TO SAFETY EVALUATION FOR AMENDMENT NO. 119 
(TAC NO. M92197) 

Dear Mr. Busch: 

On August 28, 1995, the Commission issued Amendment No. 119 to Facility 
Operating License No. NPF-49 for the Millstone Nuclear Power Station, Unit 3, 
in response to your application dated April 28, 1995, as supplemented 
August 2, 1995. The amendment revised Technical Specification Sections 3.7.5, 
4.7.5, and Bases Section 3/4.7.5 to permit Millstone 3 to remain in operation 
with the average ultimate heat sink water temperature greater than 75 F (but 
less than or equal to 770F) for a period of 12 hours.  

You brought to our attention that page 2 of the safety evaluation (SE) 
contained an error which could create confusion. Enclosed is corrected SE 
page 2.  

Sincerel 

o L oney, nior Project Manager 
Project Directorate 1-3 
Division of Reactor Projects - I/Il 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
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R. Busch 
Northeast Utilities Service Company

Millstone Nuclear Power Station 
Unit 3

cc:

Lillian M. Cuoco, Esq.  
Senior Nuclear Counsel 
Northeast Utilities Service Company 
P.O. Box 270 
Hartford, CT 06141-0270 

F. R. Dacimo, Vice President 
Haddam Neck Station 
Connecticut Yankee Atomic Power Company 
362 Injun Hollow Road 
East Hampton, CT 06424-3099 

Kevin T. A. McCarthy, Director 
Monitoring and Radiation Division 
Department of Environmental Protection 
79 Elm Street 
Hartford, CT 06106-5127 

Allan Johanson, Assistant Director 
Office of Policy and Management 
Policy Development and Planning Division 
80 Washington Street 
Hartford, CT 06106 

S. E. Scace, Vice President 
Nuclear Operations Services 
Northeast Utilities Service Company 
P.O. Box 128 
Waterford, CT 06385 

Nicholas S. Reynolds 
Winston & Strawn 
1400 L Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005-3502 

R. M. Kacich, Director 
Nuclear Planning, Licensing & Budgeting 
Northeast Utilities Service Company 
P.O. Box 128 
Waterford, CT 06385 

W. J. Baranowski, Acting Director 
Nuclear Quality and Assessment Services 
Northeast Utilities Service Company 
P.O. Box 128 
Waterford, CT 06385

Regional Administrator 
Region I 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
475 Allendale Road 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 

First Selectmen 
Town of Waterford 
Hall of Records 
200 Boston Post Road 
Waterford, CT 06385 

P. D. Swetland, Resident Inspector 
Millstone Nuclear Power Station 
c/o U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
P.O. Box 513 
Niantic, CT 06357 

Donald B. Miller, Jr.  
Senior Vice President 
Millstone Station 
Northeast Nuclear Energy Company 
P.O. Box 128 
Waterford, CT 06385 

M. H. Brothers, Nuclear Unit Director 
Millstone Unit No. 3 
Northeast Nuclear Energy Company 
P.O. Box 128 
Waterford, CT 06385 

Burlington Electric Department 
c/o Robert E. Fletcher, Esq.  
271 South Union Street 
Burlington, VT 05402 

M. R. Scully, Executive Director 
Connecticut Municipal Electric 

Energy Cooperative 
30 Stott Avenue 
Norwich, CT 06360 

David W. Graham 
Fuel Supply Planning Manager 
Massachusetts Municipal Wholesale 

Electric Company 
P.O. Box 426 
Ludlow, MA 01056



-2-

The licensee proposed to delete the phrase, "at the Unit 3 intake structure," 
from the current TS.  

The licensee stated that the average UHS temperature is obtained by averaging 
the temperatures measured at the circulating water system inlet waterboxes 
located at the intake structure. Based on an evaluation, the licensee 
determined that measuring at this location is representative of the UHS 
temperature. The only exception to this would be when a condenser thermal 
backwashing evolution is being conducted. Since there is a potential for 
significant water temperature stratification at the intake structure during 
this evolution, the licensee stated that when thermal backwashing occurs, 
operability of the UHS should be monitored by temperature instruments in the 
service water system. Deleting the phrase, "at the Unit 3 intake structure," 
from the current TS will permit the use of the temperatures measured in the 
service water system to represent the average UHS temperature during the 
evolution when a condenser thermal backwashing is being conducted, and is 
acceptable as described below.  

Based on the staff's review of the licensee's rationale, the staff finds that 
there is no change to the measuring method used to determine the average UHS 
temperature during normal operation (when a condenser thermal backwashing is 
not being conducted), and that the use of the temperatures measured in the 
service water system to represent the average UHS temperature during the 
evolution when a condenser thermal backwashing occurs provides an alternate 
method and a more conservative approach to determine the average UHS 
temperature. Therefore, the staff agrees with the licensee that operability 
of the UHS should be monitored by temperature instruments in the service water 
system during the brief period when a condenser thermal backwashing evolution 
is being conducted. No safety significance is attached to the UHS temperature 
monitoring location, as long as the location is representative of the average 
temperature of the circulating and service water systems. The monitoring 
location should measure a temperature representative of the temperature of 
cooling water which reaches the heat exchangers where heat is rejected from 
reactor and plant heat sources. The optimum location can vary for a 
particular plant based on the operation configuration (as in this case during 
condenser backwash). The location of measurement is not required to be in 
Technical specifications by 10 CFR 50.36(c)(2)(ii)(A), (B), (C), or (D).  
Also, the staff concludes that deleting the phrase, "at the Unit 3 intake 
structure," from the current TS will have insignificant or no impact on the 
performance of both safety and non-safety systems. Therefore, the staff finds 
the above proposed changes acceptable.  

2.2 TS Section 3.7.5 - Action 

With regard to action, current TS Section 3.7.5 requires that: 

With the requirement of the above application not satisfied, be in at 
least HOT STANDBY within 6 hours and in COLD SHUTDOWN within the 
following 30 hours.  
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