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- SoNNy CALLARAN

First District, Alabama

OFFices:

2372 Rayburn Building
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-4931
Fax: (202) 225-0562

1141 Montlimar Drive
Suite 3010
Mobile, AL 36609
(334) 6590-2811 or
1-800~-288-USA1
Fax: (334) 342-0404

COMMITTEE ON
APPROPRIATIONS

Congress of the Wnited States Subcommittess

Rouse of Representatioes Charmman
Energy and Water
Washington, BE 20515-010) Development
August 13, 2001 Foreign Operations,

Export Financing and
Related Programs

Transportation

Mr. Dennis K. Rathbun
Director, Office of Congressional Affairs

Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

RE: JohnT. Renz, M.D.
P.O. Box 2144
Mobile, AL 36652

Dear Mr. Rathbun:

The attached communication is submitted for your consideration.

ASSISTANT WHIP

If you will advise me of your action in this matter and have the letter returned to me

with your reply, I will appreciate it.

With kindest regards, I am

Sirgerely,
So lahan
Member bf Congress
SC:db
Enclosure

PLEASE RESPOND TO: CONGRESSMAN SONNY CALLAHAN
1141 MONTLIMAR DRIVE
SUITE 3010
MOBILE, AL 36609

ATTN: DIXIE BUNKLEY
E-mail: dixie.bunkley@mail.house.gov

Representing Alabama’s First Congressional District:
Baldwin, Clarke, Escambia, Mobile, Monroe and Washington Counties



Aug-08-01 09:48am  From=Congressman Sonny Callahan +202-225-0562 T-994  P.002/003 F-569
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RADIOCLOGIST, PC.

CHARLES { LILIY, MD. MOEBLLE INFIRMARY MEDICAL CENTER MARK D. MCCASLIN, MD,
) h PO. BOX 2144 ROGERE. TART. M.D.
‘WILLTAM E. DUMAS, M.D. MOBILE, AL 36652 RICHARD C. WILSON. PH D, MD.
G. DOUGLAS HIINCERFORD. M.D. (251) 435-2476 DAVID A. CROCKER, M
& CUNNEVGHAM. MD. DONNA.L. DONATL, MD.
LEON V. MCVAY, TL. MD. " PETERV. CLAUTSSEN, L MD.
JOHNT Mn. LANE S KANNEGIETER, MD.

D.C. 20515
Callahan:

it has come 1o my attention that the Nucioar Regulatory Commission (NRC) has sdopled now
rdensome rogulttions (10 CFR Part 35) relsied fo diagnostic nuclear madicine. | am
thm the new regulations that the NRC s ready to Implament will significantly Increase
of Important nuclear medicing procedures, and hinder my abliy fo treat patients.

1am a physician at the Moblls Infirmary Medical Center in Moblle, Alabama, and have basn
ng nuciear medicine without Incident for over 10 years, A3 a member of the nuclaar
3 community and an Authorized User of byproduct materials, | am very concorned shout

ar medicine.

Current amendments to 10 CFR Part 35 are before OMB for revisw. In my opinlon, the
guiations onlyaddnﬂnws!nlmnhmwm improving safely of tho pationt ar public.
regulations will unnecessarily Increase the burden on nuciear medicine practitionors such
amyu.mmmmmmmmmmmmummmmmmm
8s such as candiae stress tests, lung and bones scana each year.

The Natlonal Academy of Sclence/institute of Madicine nutad In a 1996 NRC-funded shaly
2 mare detalled reporting and enforcement systems required for byproduct materials, as
pared to the regulatory sysiems In place for most other lonlzing radiation (such as x-rays) used
icine, do not seem 1o reduce risk to providers, pationts or members of the public.

mnncmmwmnmmmmmmmmmwmw
sterials in medicine. When the process began, the NRC siated His wiingness to meke the

ations more “risik-informed.” This was based on the NRC’s decision to decregss oversight of
sk aclivitles, auch as dlagnostic nuclear medicing, while retalning oversigit of high-risk
Ilwasals;:nmmmwnhuwuac'somom recognition of the low risks associsted
diagnostic nuclear medicina.

Unfortunately, the NRC has shifted away from this original fncus and moved forward with
speelﬂﬁ:mwlaﬂcns that whl pravide no increased safety to pationts of tho public but Instoad inhibit
the practice of nuciear medicine.
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