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The following documents were transmitted as attached electronic files to the email from
D. Jones. dated May 2, 2001:
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10.

1.

12.

13.

Letter from Nicholas F. Bellantoni (U. of CT) to Douglas R. Jones, April 3, 2000,
{filename: letter1.jpg)

Letter from William Pinkney (AMISTAD) to Douglas R. Jones, December 4, 2000,
(filename: letter2.jpg)

Letter from David O. White (CT Historical Comm.) to Douglas R. Jones, May 18, 2000,
(filename: letter3.jpg)

Letter from Warren R. Perry (Central CT State U.) to Douglas R. Jones, May 20, 2000,
(filename: letter4.jpg)

Letter from Jan Sweet (Haddam Historical Society) to Douglas R. Jones, May 31, 2000,
(filename: letter5.jpg)

Letter from Jan Sweet (Haddam Historical Society) to Douglas R. Jones, May 31, 2000,
(filename: letter6.jpg)

News Release, "Venture Smith: From African Prince to New England Slave to Proud
Haddam Neck Landowner,” undated.
(filename: pr1.jpg)

News Release, "Two lectures about African American prosperity in New England are
scheduled in Connecticut during February,” February 2000.
{filename: pr2.jpg)

News Release, "Douglas R. Jones Biographical," undated.
(filename: pr3.jpg)

News Article "Nuclear plant’s land belonged to slave, prince," Middletown Press,
February 25, 1999.
(filename: pr5.jpg)

CY Today, April 27, 1999,
(filename: today.jpg)

Traditions, Venture Smith
(filename: venture1.jpg)

Photo of foundation
{filename: Image1.jpg)

Documents Nos. 10 and 12 were subsequently replaced by facsimile copies to provide readable
versions.
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From: "Trevor" <trev@t-boneranch.com>
To: <jed1@nrc.gov>

Date: Wed, May 2, 2001 7:20 PM
Subject: Douglas R Jones/Venture Smith

This email account is being used only to send this message. Please respond
to: driones@ntwrk.net Attachments are photo documents in a ZIP file.

Douglas R. Jones
50A South Main St
4/10/01

Essex, Ct. 06426
(860)- 767 —1781

e-mail: jed1@nrc.gov
Greetings: Mr. Joe E Donoghue

A short time ago | spoke to a Louis L. Wheeler about a subject | have much interest in, it's a
story About a man named Venture Smith. | give lecture slide presentations about his life. | have
attached a small amount of info about the project I'm involved in. | understand that Conn.
Yankee Power Plant is being decommissioned, and | along with some other admirers of Venture
have some Concern about the land associated with him. And | understand from a few letters
that I've seen (Jan. 8, 01) Ct. Historical Comm. Also (Feb 21, 01) NRC. That | believe is a
request to uncover more information related to the historical Significance of the related sites.
Well Sir | have a great deal of info. about Venture and would Consider it a privilege to be a part
of any discovery process along with (8.9.10 th) generation descendents. Also with some proof
of four or more foundations I've located which are believed to have been built by the hands of
this remarkable 17 century African Prince.

Mr. Wheeler informed me that you are now the man in charge and | should forward my request
to you. So | have with high hopes you will see value in any contribution | could make to your
discovery process. | hope once you review these materials you would find that the preservation
of these sites is of the most Importance. Mr. Donoghue | very much would like to be of service,
and play a role.

Please feel free to contact me by phone, or standard mail and e-mail.
Thank you, for your attention and time, I'll lock forward to the further
sharing of this rich story with all

Who would wish to listen.

Douglas R Jones

drjones@ntwrk.net
(860)-767-1781

cc: Louis L. Wheeler




University of Connecticut
Connecticut State Museum of Narural History

b et

Ol of Stare Archacology

Nick Bellantonl. PR.D.
Scase Arrharelogiss

April 3, 2000

Douglas R. Jopes

Marketing Promotion Director
50A South Main Street

Essex, CT 06426

Dear Douglas:

This correspondence is written in support of your Venture Smith video project. The
Venture Smith story is an extraordinary part of Connecticut history that has yet to be told
effectively. Not only would your video create that public awareness but very much & part
of this educational process will be erchaeological survey work at the sites associated with
Venture Smith some of which you have been able to point out to us.

We feel thet the archaeological components of Venture Smith‘s house and work stations
at Haddam Neck are intact and have a great deal of integrity so that an archaeological
' survey of these areas should yield important information about the Venture Smith story.
Your documentation of that along with historical archival retrieval will be 8 very effective
way 10 tell the Venture Smith story to the general public.

We support your efforts snd look forward 10 working with you on this project, Please do
not hesitate to contact us if we can be of any assistance in any way.

Sincere regards,

M

Connecticut State Archaeologist

c¢. Dr. Warren Perry, CCSU
David Poirier, Connecticut Historical Commission

A Bgusi pportunsty Employer

1407 Hoescbatn Hili Rosd, 13-214
F1orrs, Connecricut 062694114

Telephone: (8501 486.5248
Facsimile. (850) 486-5248°$1
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Mr. Douglas R, Jones

SGA South Main Srest
Fssex. CT 00426

Thank veu for sharing with me the story of Venwre Smith, [ is @ moving siory and one that | believe
should be bronghi to it proper stitus in United States history.

1 wish you the best in attempting to get the word out and presenting the Venure Smith Project to
Comecticut and the world, Please keep me informed on vour progress. 1 feel she project on my iist of
things ! think should me brought 1o laht. Best wishes.
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g: ; STATE OF CONNECTICUT
M gﬁ L CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION

May 18, 2000
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Douglas R. Jones

Diamonds Blue Water Productions
SCA South Main Street

Essex, CT 06426

Dear Mr. Jones:

'was pleased to meet you last week and learn more about your research and work on the life of
Venture Smith, whose grave is listed on the Connecticut African American Freedom Trail.
Venture Smith is one of a very few early African Americans in Connecticut who wrote about his
life and experiences while enslaved and while free. Any additional information that can be
unearthed about his life will be a major contribution to not only Connecticut's history, but that of
the United States as well.

We hope that you will make the Connecticut Historical Commission aware of any sites associated
with Venture Smith that are now under investigation that might be later included into the
Freedom Trail. Such sites would need to be accessible to the visiting public.

1 will take the names you provided to me from Venture Smith's publication and attempt to leamn
something about their background. Whatever 1 find I will share with you. I hope that your
project will be successful because the story of Venture Smith's life should be known to & much
larger audience.

Sincerely,
62:,_’/&, (Ao

David 0. White
Museum Director

TEL: (203) 566-3005 FAX: {203}566-5078
39 SOUTH PROSPECT ST. - HARTFORD, CONN. 06106 - 1901
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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CENTRAL

CONNECTICUT STATE UNIVERSITY:

Hay 20, 2000

Mr. Douglas R. Jones

Diamond Blue Waters Productions
$0a South Main Street,

Essex, CT. 06426

Dear poug,

This letter is written in support of your Venture Smith wvideo
project. Venture Smith, like most of Connecticut’s African heritage, has
been marginalized by traditional United States histories. Your video
project is an opportunity to make Venture’s exciting life story
available to a wider audience. By recording the initial investigations
of the Venture Smith properties at Haddam Neck, including those you have
discovered, the documentary research when it begins, and the preliminary
archaeological survey research that will be done, you will provide the
scientific community with an visual record of the research from its
early stages. In addition, your plan to involve the descendants of
Venture in this endeavor further insures a community component linking
the scientific research to general public engagement and education.

We support your efforts and look forward to being a part of this very
dmportant project.

Sincerely,

Associate Professor of Anthropolegy

Central Coanccricur Seare Univernizy, onx of Four universities of the Connecricut Srace Univercity System




Haddam Historical Society, Inc.

May 31, 2000

Douglas R. Jones
50A South main Street
Essex, CT 06424

Dear Douglas,

I wanted to thank you for the research you did on the Venture Smith story for
the Haddam Historical Society. Our members enjoyed your talk about
Venture's life, and are intrigued with hearing about further developments as

you pursue your interest in this remarkable man. 1 hope you will consider
coming back to speak to us in the finure.

Please let me know if I can provide additional assistance.

Sincerely,

we

Executive Director

The Thankiul Amatd House
Haydea Hidt and Walkier Hill Roads
tiaddam, Conneczent



Haddam Historical Society, Inc.

May 31, 2000

Douglas R Jones
SOA South main Street
Essex, CT 06424

Dear Douglas,

I wanted to thank you for the research you did on the Venture Smith story for
the Haddam Historical Society. Our members enjoyed your talk about
Venture’s life, and are intrigued with hearing about further developments as
you pursue your interest in this remarkable man. I hope you will consider

coming back to speak to us in the future.

Please let me know if 1 can provide additional assistance.

Sincerely,

Executive Director

&

The Thankful Arnold House
Havden Hil and Walkiex Hill Roads
Haddam, Connecticut




Dosglis R, Janes

BOA Sourh Main Street, Essex, (T 08426
Tel. B6D.767.1781 » Email: douglasrjonss@juno.com

News Release "0

INMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACTE: Dougias R Jones (8501 767-1781

VENTLRE SMITH:  FROM AFRICAN PRINCE TONEW ENGLAND SLAVE TO
PROUD HADDAM NECK LANDOWNKNER

Haddam, Connecticat bosts a legend comparable to that of the Amistad slave ship rebeliion. This is
the story of a six-year-old African prince, firstborn son of the first and eldest wife of the King of
Dukandarra. Guinca, captured by the French in 1726, By his endurance, tenacity and wit, he defied the
“peculize inshtution” of slovery and social apantbeid, 1o purchase his freedom and over 128 acres of
tand on the Salmon River Cove, which is part of the Haddam Neck Peninsula,

Az the age of six, the young Broteer found himself on the slave ship heading to 2 strange New World.
While on board, Ship Stewird Robertson Mumford purchased him Ror four gallons of surs and a piece
of calico cloth. Thus, Veniure got his name on the account that Mumiced used his own private venture
capital for the purchase. At thirty-one, after being sold to Hempstead Miner of Stonington and again
o COL Oliver Siith he carned his freedom five years later, Within a six-month period, be gut and
corded four hundred cords of wood and thrashed seventy-five bushels of grain. He paid COL Smith
73 pounds and two shillings, equal to $9.400 teday. Next, he purchased his wife, children and three
other African capiives and moved from Long Island 1o his newiy purchased land on Haddam Neck,
near Salmon River Cove. He mads subsequent purchases until he owned over 128 acres of Jand und
five dwellimgs, one for euch of his two sons,

Dovglas R, Jones, an Essex resident and authority on the life of Venture Smith lectures to historical
sewiclies. seheol groups ard libraries. He shares five y2ars of reszarch with audiences through stories
and transparency displays of documents and maps relating w0 Vienture's life and land purchases. In the
process of collecting video Tootage of the foundations of Venture's dwellings and interviews with his
descendants, Me. Jones is working on a ¢ocumentary film of the life and journcys of this remarkable
Afnican prince wroed slave then proud and respected Connacticut landowner. Mr. Jones is working
with Dr. Wurren Perry, Professor of Anthropology at Central Connecticat State University, Nicholus

F Bellantont, State of Connecticut Archacologist as well as contzels at the Connecticyt Yankee Power
Prurgand the current property owners of the land previously owned by Venture Smith, The foundstions
uf his dwell:ngy still exisl

LoONMELIRCRY
Sl el

To contact Dooglas R. Jones of Essex sbout lecturing or 1o support his historie documentary of |
Venmure Smith, call (860) 767-1781 or disect your email to Douglasrone: @ junosonm. :

Pouglas R. Jones - Consulsant, spokesman, contributing writer, TV produces, private govrmet chef, and an suthority
of facts abous the lves and sontributions by African-Americans of New England ~ Ives in Essax, Cornecticut.



Duglas R, Jones

S0A South Main Street, Evsex, CT 08426
Tal. BE0.7671781 » Emall: douglasriones@juno.com

| Mews Release 000

February 2000

Two lectures about African American prosperity in New England
are scheduled in Connecticut during February

Haddam, Connecticut — February 13th

“The Life and Journey of Venture Smith”, a prince born the sor of a King in
Guinea, Africa, and who was kidnaped and sold into slavery in America, will be the
topic of a lecture presentation on Sunday, February 13th at 2:00 p.m. at the Haddam
Historical Society by Douglas R. Jones of Essex, Connecticut. The lecture will 1ake
place in the Oid Schoclhouse Meeting Place, 923 Saybrook Road, Haddam, CT.

Venture Smith, despite his kidnap from Africa at the age of six years, survived the
middic passage voyage in a slave ship by way of Barbados, ard came to reside as a sleve
in Stonington, CT. He prospered in New England after his jouney from slave shipto a
proud, prosperous free man with direct ties 1o Haddam, Connecticut, where he owned
three dwellings. All this after 30 years in slavery.

For turther information about this talk call the Haddam Historical Society at
850-345-2400 or Mr. Jones at 860-767-1781. The lecture is free to members of the
Haddam Historical Society with an admission of $3.00 to adults; $2.00 for seniors
and $1.00 for children.

Central Connecticut State College, New Britain, Connecticut — February 16th

A second presentation of “The Life and Journcy of Venture Smith™ by Mr. Jones
will be held Wednesday, February 16th at 7:30 p.m. at Central Connecticut Statc College
in New Britain, CT. For additional information call 360-832-1996.

The talk will be held at Copernicus Hall - Room 2310, on the campus.
The event is sponscred by the CCSU Black Student Union. There will be
no admission fec for this lecture,

LCRRICTICYS
Q)

Douglas R. Jones — Consultant, spokesman, contributing writer, TV producer, private gourmet che?, and ar authority
o facts about the lives and contributions by African-Americans of New England ~ lives In Eesex, Connecticut.



Douples K. Jones

50A South Main Street, Essex, CT 06426
Tel. 860.767.1781 » Emall: douglasrjones@juno.com

Douglas R. Jones resides in Essex. He is a Class of 1982 graduate of the
Culinary Institute of America and has been a chef in many interesting places
such as private schools, and private yachts, the Forbes’ family private island
home, as well as premiere restaurants along coastal New England.

Mr. Jones has been a consultant and spokesman for Spicetime Foods, Inc., an
international importer/exporter and manufacturer of spices, secds and herbs.
He also has been a contributing writer to several New England publications.

He is certified as a public access TV producer and is a self-taught free-lance
photographer. Over the last several years, Mr. Jones has compiled a significant
amount of information on the lives and contributions of African-Americans, and
others, of New England. Mr. Jones is developing several documentaries and
lecture presentations from his research.

Another current project for Mr. Jones is developing a television culinary
production about the evolution of American cuisine, its influences and
relationship to diversity in traditional American cooking and of food today.

Douglas R. Jones ~ Consuitant, spokesman, contributing writer, TV producer, private gourmet chef, and an authority
of facts about the lives and contributions by African-Americans of New England ~ lives in Essex, Connecticut.
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Nuclear plant's

land belonged "

to slave, prince

By ERIK HESSELBERG

Mwouiown Prass. Slail

HADDAM - Who would have
thought (hat the decommission-
g of the Connecticut Yankee

nants of Smith's home, wnen
on open ground, about a gquar:
termile from the plant,

The remarkable stary of
Venture Smith was wrilten
dewn for the first time in the

.

-l think {the site! is probatly

Just as significant as ais grave

stone” Stofko sawd, adding that
no arcaeological stucdy has neen
deane. )

Tony Nerr:ichuo. & spokes.nan

nauclear power piant wnuld iate 1700s. several years before ior Connecticut Yankee. sani she
interface wiath Black rMistory his death. The Popuiar account company Encourages studivs of
Month was reprinted many gmes.. ne site “This is n istoric site

lleceni issues of the nuclear Venture Smith was the'son of z._\ ¢ we certa:nly Want 0 rotor
nlan: newsletter, *CY Todav.” the prince of Dukandara :n W Mot

featuresd the story of Zast
HadZam's legendary lreed black
slave, Venoure Smith, piacing the
wale of wNe enslaved son of an
Almean ponee among the usuai
Géry bulienns.

Conrecucut Yankee's ineurest
1 this saga comes (rom ricent
pubiiciey sbout Smith. the foun.
Jdation of whose house 15 on the
sompany's property. With the
dismanting .of the J0-yearold
nuciear plantinow begun and
future uses of the site a major
ssue. ie ‘ate of these ruins is <
CANCern ‘e,

in e nast, the fourndauem
stones arly interested local his:

Guinea. When only €. he was
dnapped by an enemy onbe
and sold into slavent Bought by
the steward of a slave ship. he
was brousht to Connecticut,
where he fabored for more rhan
25 years under several masters.
Fizally, at the age of 31,
Smith was abie o buv his iree-
Jom wath money nie garned {tem
farmung, fishing, trapming ané
odd jods. To buy his wife and
son’s freedom, he tisned, saied
on a whaler and ferried woad
own the Connecucut River and
4 the coast 0 Rhode Isiard.
Smith eventuaily accumuiat
ed 2nouah wealth to- buy 100
acres on the Salmun River 1o

and respect (" he said. ]

Sraith’s descendants. many f
whom live in ihe are2. 8«
chrilled their ancestor 6 Snaily
neing recognized.

My grasdmother o st_':j.u.ng
i heaven”  said ziaime
Warmsely, of Middictown. an

cighth-geperation descendant.

-She would ce so huppy.’

Warmsely said oer grand:
mother, Tlorence Smith. Gilen
rerounted  Veaturz  Smash's
rermarkable stery. S

She always
roid g that W were Usaced
dants of a Xing,” Warmsely saws

Two years 3go. ihe drave ol
enture Smith. it the cemetery

coruins. Bt now, with the ocus . : af v First C;)ugz'c-.'n::'ona:l
e ' Haddam' Neck. There. he built af the AN A s

s Afrivan Amencan hisiory, s AN SERE " - n Cast dladdam, wads

N N ' three houses for himseif aad his Chureh i Last daduast, A

they have attracted nhational
agesnon. ’

Docureatacies have bndeelr
iore about Venture Smith,
Pudlic :etevision ilmed the
isundacon of his house Now
state  archeoiogist  Nicholas
Belanieni {vels the site should
YU made 3 nanonal landmark.

Qeilantony came o the
auc:ear plant nvo weeks ago to
irvi-stizate reports of American’
‘ncian artifacts buried under
Cennecuicus Yankee's parking.
ic: However, because of the difs
fizuley of locating the baried
+alics, which apparently were
wen 30 vears ago during the
ouilaing of the plars. Bellantom
siulted his aueption to the eame

family. He died in 1803,

“Fur g {reed slave o be that
successiul is remarkable,” saia
Dr. Kari Stoiko, Zast Maddam's
muicipai tnstorian.

Stotko also thinks the smith
site is significans but determun-
ing which loundaticons stanes
belong 10 Sputi's house miy be
difficait.

Stotho swmed  everal othey
houses wers Luilt on the oonper
ty by subsequent iand owners. [t
wall ftake 307 archeoiegist to
determine exactly which houses
beionyed s Smith and wrich
were bualt after lug deattt he
safel.

placed on  the Connecunut
freecopn Trail. The aail ronors
ingividuals and glaces assio.iab
ad with Slack freedom.

: See AFRICAN, Page A6
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CERTIFICATE, ' v~

: L ' Sronmc'rou, Corm., Novcmber 3 x7§8.l.',
%" “THESE ma y oemfy, that VENTURR

sbout 69 years, and was, as we have ever understoGd, a native of ;
Africa, and formerly a slave to Mr. James Mumford, of Fisher'’s -

. Stanton, 1d, of Stonington, in the State of Con -
- said Stanton sold said VENTURE to Col, Oliver s?-ii;:m;'r e
aforesaid place, That said Venture hath sustained the character
y of a faithful servant, and that of g temperate, honest and indus-
-trious man, and being ever intent of obtaining bis freedom, he
. was indu!gcd by his masters ater the ordlnary labor on the é:y:
of his servitude, to iniprove the mghts in fishing and ‘ other
‘ .:emp!oymenu to his own emolument, in which time he procured
- - 8p much money as to purchase his freedom frow his late master,
: : 3 -Colonel Smith ; after which he took vpon himself the namne of
*. VENTURE SMiTR, and has rince his freedom purchased a megro
Y woman, called Meg, to whom he .vas’ previously married, ‘and
; also his childrén who were slaves, and said. Venruge *has since
» 1 ‘removed himself and family to the town of Rast Haddam, 31 this
/ State, where he hath purchased lands on wluch he bath 'bmlt ‘a
& how:, and there taken up bxs abode. %

ATHANIEL Mmon. EsQ @ '
Eupan Parmer, Esq, .0

. CAPT. AMos PaLxeR! @

ST ‘Acors Susmsm.
Emwmn SMITH. 0

is & free negro man, aged

Island, in the State of New York, who sold him to Mr. Thomas' -

YN LR S

" of the umhfulness of Vcnlur,c s smemenls. .

- his owp qu-umgs.

3t )

l-

.‘.

H M SELDEN

e ,‘. ‘e
. _.—.——_.

s

EVERAL cdnhons of the L;fe of Ventutc have bem pub-
lished successively by his fam’ly, and by them' cuculatcd
throughbut the county, but more in the towns contiguous t6 his'

. . home, \here the subject. was well known for his abnormal’
. strength! industry and goodly chauctcr, confirmatory’ of ‘ghe’
- petsonal'

narmnvc. . Copies of*the remarkablé autoblograpby.
were alsp sent by putchascrs to friends abroad. . It has long
be=n ouf of print.;_ To meet the demand for a new’ edition: nnd

* .16 Inclyd é traditions galhcred by corre.spondence, pctsonﬂ
.+ in‘ercour
" of his fimily, is
: Ven(ure's amanucnsis was Elisha Niles, of Chalham, whohad

‘With the aged and supplemented by ‘same acgount
the_object of the compiler.” Tyadition says

one ‘of the sons of Venture., I3 " : : RN
The réader of thls new cdmon mll ﬁnd much in conﬁrmatlon

“w " oe . n,-‘-u
R¥

been 2 kchool-teachcr, andl.Lo Revolnhonary so!dxcr, :l’ke

RS
y P . o e f .
LT RO Cale "" " 3

'Venlm-e assumed lhe name of Smilh fn compliment o hh Jatest master,
Col. Oliver Smith, who gcnmuﬂy pf-mmd lﬂm to, lemc M; (reedom by

n
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