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:ket Nos.: 50-424 June 15, 1990 

and 50-425 

Mr. W. G. Hairston, III 
Senior Vice President 

Nuclear Operations 
Georgia Power Company 
P.O. Box 1295 
Birmingham, Alabama 35201 

Dear Mr. Hairston: 

SUBJECT: AMENDMENTS TO REVISE TS SURVEILLANCE REQUIREMENT 4.8.1.1.2h(6)(c) 
(TACS 76847/76848) 

The Commission has forwarded the enclosed "Notice of Consideration of Issuance 
of Amendments to Facility Operating Licenses and Proposed No Significant 
Hazards Consideration Determination and Opportunity for Hearing" to the Office 
of the Federal Register for publication.  

The notice relates to your May 25, 1990 application to amend the Vogtle 
Electric Generating Plant, Units 1 and 2, Technical Specifications to add a 
note to TS 4.8.1.1.2h(6)(c) that allows the emergency diesel generator high 
jacket water temperature trip to be bypassed.  

Sincerely, 

A/ 
Timothy A. Reed, Project Manager 
Project Directorate 11-3 

Division of Reactor Projects - I/II 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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Mr. W. G. Hairston, III 
Georgia Power Company 

cc: 
Mr. J. A. Bailey 
Manager - Licensing 
Georgia Power Company 
P. 0. Box 1295 
Birmingham, Alabama 35201 

Mr. G. Bockhold, Jr.  
General Manager, Vogtle Electric 

Generating Plant 
P. 0. Box 1600 
Waynesboro, Georgia 30830 

Regional Administrator, Region II 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Cormnission 
101 Marietta Street, NW., Suite 2900 
Atlanta, Georgia 30323 

Office of the County Commissioner 
Burke County Commission 
Waynesboro, Georgia 30830 

Office of Planning and Budget 
Room 615B 
270 Washington Street, SW.  
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 

Mr. C. K. McCoy 
Vice President - Nuclear, Vogtle Project 
Georgia Power Company 
F. 0. Box 1295 
Birmingham, Alabama 35201 

Resioent Inspector 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Condission 
P. 0. Box 572 
Waynesboro, Georgia 30830 

Mr. R. P. McDonald 
Executive Vice President 

Nuclear Operations 
Georgia FPower Company 
P. 0. Box 1295 
Birmingham, Alabama 35201

Vogtle Electric Generating Plant 

Mr. J. Leonard Ledbetter, Director 
Environmental Protection Division 
Department of Natural Resources 
205 Butler Street, SE., Suite 1252 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 

Attorney General 
Law Department 
132 Judicial Building 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 

Mr. Alan R. Herdt 
Project Branch #3 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
101 Marietta Street, NW., Suite 2900 
Atlanta, Georgia 30323 

Mr. Dan Smith 
Program Director of 

Power Production 
Oglethorpe Power Corporatiun 
100 Crescent Centre 
Tucker, Georgia 30085 

Charles A. Patrizia, Esq.  
Paul, Hastings, Jarnofsky & Walker 
12th Floor 
1050 Connecticut Avenue, NW.  
Washington, DC 20036
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UNITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

GEORGIA P0IQEk COMPANY, ET. AL 

DOCKET NOS. 50-424 AND 50-425 

NOTICE OF CGESIDERATICIQ OF ISSUANCE OF AMENDMENTS TO 

FACILITY OPERATING LICENSES AND PROPOSED NO SIGCIFICANT HAZARDS 

COE;SIDERADION DETERMINATION AND OPPORTUNITY FOP HEARING 

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Comnmission (the Commissiun) is considering 

issuance of amenodents tc Fecility Operating License Nos. NFF-68 and NPF-81, 

issued to Georgia Power Company, et. al (the licensee), for operatiorn of the 

Vogtl Electric Generating PIcLt (VEGP), 1!roits I ano 2, located in Burke 

CoWnty, Georgia.  

On May 23, 1990, the licensee entered the 72 hour action statement 

associeted with Technical Specification (TS) 3.8.1 after the Unit 2 "B" 

emergency oiesel generator (EDG) failed the applicable Surveillance 

Requirements (SRs). Troubleshooting anc anditional ECG testinC indicated that 

the most likely cause for the failure was the high jacket water termperaturc 

(HJWT) switches. These switches were new and had been recently installed ard 

calibrated per the revised calibration procedure (incorporating lessons 

learned from Wyle Lab tests). The licensee left the 72 hour action statement 

of Limited Conditicn for Operation 3.8.1 on lay 25, 199C, after having 

teinctalled the original hjWT switches into the H EDG and successfully 

perforr:irg the requined surveillance testing. However, given recent operating 

experience, particularly the March 20, 1990 event, and the difficulties 

experienced with HJWT trips, th, licensee thought it prudent in terms of 

enhanced plant safety to bypess the HJWI trip for all emergency starts.  
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The licensee promptly rnotifiec the Commissiur, of its intention to install 

m n~oaiication to mantially bypass the HJWT trips and the need for a TS change 

tc TS 4.8.1.!.2h(6)(c). Ti, licensee then subsequently submitted a IS charge 

request in ah, expedltious manner. The Conmission's staff concurred with the 

licensee's assessment aho provided a Temporary Waiver of Compliance on IMay 25, 

"10C, from 1 4.8.1.1.2h(6)(c) until such time that the IS amendments coulc be 

processed. Befure issuance of the proposed license amendments, the Comnissior.  

wili have made fircdings required by the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as anmncec 

(the Act) and the Coujmlission's regulatior.s.  

[ie Commissicr: has mao e proposed determirnatici, that the May 25, 1990 

aw;endrfnlFt request invoives rno sigrificant hazards consideration. Urer the 

Cc, issiorn's regulations in 1U CFR 50.92, this means that operation of the 

facility in accoroance with the proposed amendr.ients would hct (1) invclve a 

sifcificant increase in the prcbability or consequences of an accident 

previousi) evaluated; or (2) create the possibility of a new or different kipo 

of accidert from any accident previously evaluated; or (3) involve a 

significant reduction in a margin of safety.  

The licensee has determined that the IS change reouest involves no 

sigcificart hazards consideration as defined in 10 CFR 50.92. In support of 

this conclusion the licensee provided the following: 

In order to accomodaLe [sic" the current design, the Technical Specificatiuos 
requirt verification that all automatic diesel generator trips are 
automatically bypassed upon loss of voltage on the emergency bus concurrcrt 
witO a Safety Injection Actuation signal, except for engine overspeed, 
generetcr ditterertial, low lube oil pressure and high jacket water 
temperature. IN proposed Technical Specification chan§e will note that 
the jacket water temperature trip may be bypassed. The high jacket water 
temperature trip is designed tc protect the diesel gercrator fromt a loss 
of er•gine cooiing. For such an event, the safety function woulo be 
providec by the diesp, for the other train. Du:ring an accident, the 
advantage of tIh autonmatic trip is smrll relative tc the increaseo 
reliatility achieved by reducing the pcssibiliny cf a spurious trip.
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[I.] This change will not increase the probstility of an accident 
preiously evaluated because it does not affect an) of the desigr 
basis events that ha.ve been previously evaluated in the FSAR. The 
analyses of accioent consequences do not take credit for the ability 
1.c restart a diesel foliowing a diesel generator trip. Therefore, 
this charnge will nct afTect the previously evaluated consequences.  

[2.] The revision tc the Technical SpecifIlution will not create the 
possibility of a Pew or different kinc of accident from any accicent 
previously evaluated. No new modes of operation are being imipcsed on 
the plant one the diesel generators will cortinue to perform. their 
tunctiur as designed.  

[3.1 The revisiorn Goes not result in a significant reduction in the nmargirl 
of safety provided for events involving a loss of electrical power.  
The proposed revision will allow the implementatior of a modification 
which is intended to improve the reliability of the uiesel generators 
by minimrizing the possibilit) c.f spurious trips.  

The Conmmission;'s staff has revieweo the licensee's no significant hazards 

consideration deterrmination analysis anro agrees with its conclusion. ThereforL, 

the staif proposes to determine that the application tor amendmerts does not 

irvclve a sigrilicant hazards considerdtion.  

The Commission is seeking public conai'ents on this proposed determination.  

Any comments receivec within fifteen (15) days after the eate of publication of 

this notice wili be corsidered iir making any final determination. The 

Coniission will rct normally make a final determination unless it receives a 

request for a hearing.  

Written conurents may be sumnittec by mail to thE Regulatory Publicatior.s 

Branch, Division of Freedom. of Inforration and Publications Services. Office of 

Administration, U.S. Nuclear Reyulatory Commission, W~ashington, DC 20555, and 

SICLld cite the puL ication date and page number of this FEDERAL REGISTEk 

notice. Written commnents may also be delivered to Room P-223, Phillips 

Fuilaing, 7920 Norfolk Avenue, Bethesda, Maryland, fror,' 7:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m,.  

Copies of written comments receivec nmay be examrined at the NRC Public Document
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kuor:;, the GelMn~ Builaing, 2120 L Street, NW., Washington, DC. The filirng of 

requests for hearin6 and petlticrs for leave to intervene is discusseo below.  

by July 23, 1990, , the licensee may file a reques; for a hearing 

with respect to issuance of the amendh,,ernts to the subject facility operating 

licenses arc any perscr whose interest may be aifected by this proceeding and 

whu. wishes to participatL as a party ir the procee6urig must file a written 

request for hearing arc a Fetition for leave to intervene. Requests tov Q 

hearing ard petitiors for leave to intervene shall be filed i. accordance with 

the Coninission's "Rules cf Practice for Domestic Licensing Proceedincs" in 

10 CFR Part 2. interested persons shoulo consult a currenti copy of 10 CFP 2.714 

which is available a; the Commission's Pubiic Document Room, the Gelman 

Euiluing, 212C L Street, Vi., Washirton, DC 20555 arnd at the Lccal Public 

Document Ro.o located at the Burke County Library, 412 Feurth Street, 

U!lnresboro, Georgia 30E30. If a request for a hearing or petition for leave 

to intervene is filed by the abuve date, the Conuissiorn or an Atomic Safety ano 

Licensing Board, designated by the Commission or by the Chairr.marn of the Atomic 

Safety and Licensing board Panel, will rule on the request and/or petition; and 

the Secretary or the designated Atomic Safety and Licensirn Board will issue a 

notice of hearing or an appropriate order.  

As required by 10 CFR 2.714, a petition for leave to intervene shall set 

forth with particulerity the interest of the Rptitioner in the proceeding, anc 

hQv that interest may be affected by the results of the proceedM,. The 

pait. iun shbc' specifically explain the reasors why intervention should be 

permitted with particular reference to the following factors: (1) the nature
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of the petitioner's right ubder the Act to be made a party to the proceeding; 

(2W thc nature and extent of the petitioner's property. financial, or other 

interest in the proceeding; and (3) the possible effect of any order which me, 

be entered in the proceeding on the petitu.rer's interest. The petition should 

also ioertify the sp.cific aspect(s) of the subject matter of the proceeding as 

to which petitioner wishc; to intervene. Any person who has fiMeo a petiticn 

fOr leave tc intervene cr who has been admitted as a party may amend the 

petition without requesting leave of the Board Lf to fifteen (15) days prior to 

the first prehearir, conference scheduleo in the proceeding, but sLch an 

amendeo peLktior must satisty the specificity requirements described above.  

hot later than fifteen (1b) days prior to thE first prehenring conference 

scheduled in thL proceedurn, a petiticrer shall file a supplemeht to the 

put.ilon to Wretrvene which must inclode a list of the contentions which are 

sought to Le litigated in the matter. Each contention must consist of a 

specific staterent of the issue of law or fact to be raised or controverted.  

In addition, the petitioner shail provide a brief explanation of the bases of 

the contention and a concise statement cf the alleged facts or expert opinion 

which support the contention ard on which the petitiorEr intends to rely in 

proving the contentic at the hearing. The petitioner nust also provide 

references to those specific sources ahc, oocuments of which the petitiorer is 

aware arc on which the petitioner intends to rely to estWblish those facts or 

expert opinion. Petitioner must provide sufficient inforrmation to show. that a 

genuine oispute exists with the applicant on e material issue of law or fact.  

Contentions shall be lim~ited to matters withir the scope of the amendments 

urcer" consideration. The contentio: rh ust be one which, if prover, would
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entitle the petitioner to relief. A petitioner who fails to file such a 

supplement which satisfies these requirements with respect to at least one 

contenticr will not be permittec tc participete as a party.  

Those permitteG to intervene become parties to the proceediiýS, subject to 

ar3 limitations in the order grantirS leave to irtervene, ar. have the 

cpportunity to participate full3 in the conduct of the hearing, including the 

opportunitLy to present evidence aric cross-examine witnesse-s.  

If the arner:numents are issued before Lhe expirzition of 30 da)s, the 

Cuninissicr will make a final determinatior or the issue if no significant 

ha7ards consiueratiori. If a hearing is requeszeo, the final ceterminaticr will 

serve to GELide when the hezrinr is held.  

If the fina2 ceterminrtion is that the amendiaent request irnolves no 

significart hazartýs consideration, the Comwission rey issue the drmendments end.  

make them effective, notwithstanding the request for a hearirx. Any hearirng 

held wou'ic take place efter issuance of the ameruients.  

If the final cEterminaticr is that tht amendment request involves a 

sigrificant hazards consideration, any hearing held woula take place before the 

issuance of any amendment.  

Norally', the Commission will not issue the amendiients until the 

expiration of the 15-oay notice period. However, should circumstanLes change 

curing the notice period, such that failure to act in a timely way would 

result, for exan:ple, in deriting or shutc.own of thE facility, th. Conainissicn 

may issue the license amendments before the expiratior: of the 15-day notice 

period, provideG that its firal determination is that the amendments involve nu



-8-

significant hazarcs consiaerction. The final determination will consider &I 

public and State comments received. Should the Commission take this action, it 

will pLLlish in th- FEDERAL RFGJSTER a notice of issuance. The Commission 

e••eccs that KL need to takc Lhis action will occur very infrequ.ertly.  

A reopus! for a hearing or a petition for leave to intervene must be filed 

with the Secretary of the Commiission, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commissior, 

Ldshington, DC 20555, Attention: Docketing and Services Branch, or may be 

aelivered to the Commrission's Public Document Room, the Gelman Builaing, 

222C L Street, INV., Washington, DC, by the above date. Where petitions are filed 

during the last tern (]0) days of the notice pericd, it is requested that the 

petitioner promptly so inform the Ccm.ission b) a toll-free telephone call to 

Western Urior at I-(80G) 325-6000 (in Missouri 1-(800) 342-6700). The Western 

bnion operat•r should be £Eive Datagrar Identification Number 3737 and the 

followirg nessaYE addressed to DEvia B. M'atthews: petitioner's namE and 

telephone nur;ber; oate Fetition was mailed; plant name; ard publication date 

arc. page number of this FEDEIkAL REGISTER notice. A copy of the petition should 

also be sent to the Office of the General Counsel, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 

Coninission, Vashington, DC 20555, and to hr. Arthur H. Domby, Troutman, 

Senoers, Locker.an and Ashnore, Canaler Building, Suit 1400, 227 Peachtree 

Street, hE., Atlanta, Georgia 3GO03, attorney for the licensee.  

Ncrtimely filings of petitions for ieave to intervene, anenod petiticrs, 

supplementval petitions and/or requests for fearing will rot be entertained abstit 

a deterriravicn by the Commission, the presiding oliicer or the presiding Atomic 

Safety a•n LicensinG Poard that the petit•or end/or request should be granted 

basea upcn a balarciny of the factors specified in 10 (FF 2.714(a)(1)(i)-(v) and 

2.al, (d).



-9-

For further details with respect to this action, see the application for 

amendment dated May 25, 1990, which is available for public inspection at the 

Commission's Public Document Room, the Gelman Building, 2120 L Street, NW., 

Washington, DC 20555, and at the Local Public Document Room, the Burke County 

Library, 412 Fourth Street, Waynesboro, Georgia, 30043.  

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 15th day of June, 1990.  

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

Timothy A. Reed, Acting Director 
Project Directorate 11-3 
Division of Reactor Projects - I/I1 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation


