August 7, 2001

R. Shane Johnson, Associate Director
for Technology and International Cooperation
Office of Nuclear Energy, Science
and Technology
US Department of Energy
Germantown, MD 20874-1290

Dear Mr. Johnson:

Thank you for your letter of July 27 requesting the participation of Dr. J. Persensky in
the working group to review the Nuclear Energy Plant Optimization (NEPO) program on hybrid
control rooms. We would be pleased to make Dr. Persensky available to participate in this
effort as an NRC representative. We understand that this would involve participating in 2-4
meetings per year over a 2-3 year period and would include review and comment on drafts of
guidelines developed as part of the effort as well as plans and progress. We will make all
reasonable effort to incorporate this effort into his schedule, but NRC work will have to take

precedence, if ever there is a conflict.

Sincerely,

IR/

Thomas L. King, Director

Division of Systems Analysis and Regulatory Effectiveness
Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research
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