August 17, 2001

The Honorable Dennis Moore
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Moore:

| am responding to your letter, to the Chairman, dated July 12, 2001, requesting a reply to a
constituent’s concerns about the U.S. taking Europe’s nuclear waste. Your constituent, Bob
Faulkner, wanted to know why the U.S. takes Europe’s waste and noted that a large amount of
this waste gets dumped in North (and South) Dakota.

The U.S. does receive some nuclear waste from Europe. The U.S. Department of Energy
(DOE) is responsible for managing spent (“used”) fuel from foreign research reactors. The
uranium in foreign reactor fuel was originally exported by the U.S. Government, under the
Atoms for Peace Program, to over 40 countries, including many European countries. In
keeping with nuclear non-proliferation policies, foreign research reactor fuel is being returned to
this country and is being placed under DOE management. Up to about 19,000 kg [41,888 Ibs]
of uranium are projected to be returned, the overwhelming majority of which will be stored at
DOE’s Savannah River Site in South Carolina. The remainder of the foreign spent fuel will be
stored at DOE’s Idaho National Environmental and Engineering Laboratory. DOE has
proposed to eventually dispose of this stored spent fuel in a geological repository. DOE is
currently evaluating the suitability of a site at the Yucca Mountain, Nevada.

In the cases where radioactive waste is imported, it is strictly regulated by the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC). Before importation of nuclear waste, a license is required. The
licensing process for importation of radioactive waste includes coordination with other foreign
countries, and requires that there are arrangements for disposal of the waste at a licensed low-
level waste facility. The only such facilities that can accept waste for disposal in the U.S. are
the Richland, Washington, facility; the Envirocare facility, in Utah; and the Barnwell facility, in
South Carolina. Licensing of importation of radioactive waste is non-routine. Currently, there
are only a few licenses for importation of radioactive waste.

Thus, there is presently no legal importation of European waste that is being disposed of in
either North or South Dakota. Should your constituent believe he has evidence that indicates
importation and disposal of radioactive waste are occurring in those States, he should
immediately contact NRC’s safety hotline at 1-800-695-7403. NRC would then follow up his
concern, using its allegation process. Information on that process is available through NRC'’s
web page (http://www.nrc.gov/NRC/PUBLIC/ALLEGATION/index.html).
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| trust this reply responds to your concerns. If you have any additional questions, please do not
hesitate to contact Dr. Bret Leslie, of my staff, at 301-415-6652, or, via e-mail, at bwl@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,

/RA/

William D. Travers
Executive Director
for Operations
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