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I am takiag tVis opportunity to respond to your letter dated January 18, 
1980, regardi•g the potential impact of a simultaneous shutdown of the 
three umits at the Oconee Nuclear Station. Subsequent to our January 2, 
1980 Show Cause Order for Oconee Nuclear Station, Units Nos. 2 and 3, 
Duke Power Corporation submitted sufficient information to Justify their 
request for a sequential shutdown of the Oconee Units, based on power 
reliabr'lity cansiderstions.  

The Dep.irbnent. of Energy reviewed the power reliability for us, in your 
area, and on February 7, 1980, we issued an Order modifying the original 
J'anuary 2, 1930 Order. The modified Order requires that Unit 2 be shut
down after Unit 1 reaches full power, which is expected to occur during 
the latter part of. February or the first part of March 1980 and that 
Unit 3 be sh-t down on or before March 15, 1980, to meet the two out
standirng reuirements of the TMI-2 Lessons Learned Task Force Recoaienda
tions. If power reliability problemn persist in your area, Duke Power 
can submit additicnal information and request further modification to 
the rCTers in regard to Oconee, Unit No. 3.

The prmjet cenager for 
your staff by telep"hone
of tte modified Order.  
review.

the Oconee Station contacted Bill Wedhoff of 
on February 20, 1980, to summarize the contents 
A copy of this document is enclosed for your

Your coment as wel l as many others 
of the poo reliability concern.

Encl os are:

were considered during the review 

Sincerely, 

Original signed by 
Robert W. Reid -_ 

Robert W. Reid, Chief 
Operating Reactors Branch #4 
Division of Operating Reactors

Fodifed eOrder

OFFI E • .... ...... • ................... . #. "/ • 

SUR AM •' • • "=•=',77K-a i rtilIe 4' n ..... .....................  

SUR NA*A E~- ~~z Wr3 
S... . ... . . ...... ..... ........... 1 . . . ...............  

DATE•...L Z./ 380 2- S', N I 

(9 ~i -76, *Fr:2L U.S. GCVERNM'.ENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1979-2E9-369

i / I -
I

...............



- UNITED STATES 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

.•WASHINGTON, 0. C. 20555 

February 7,1980 

Do:ket Nos. 50-270 
and 50-287 

Mr. William 0. Parker, Jr.  
Vice President - Steam Production 
Duke Power Company 
Post Office Box 2178 
422 South Church Street 
Charlotte, North Carolina 28242 

Dear Mr. Parker: 

The Consission has issued the enclosed Order Modifying the January 2, 1980 
Show Cause Order for Oconee Nuclear Station, Units 2 and 3. Your January 15, 
1980 response requested that the sequential shut down of the Oconee units 
be allowed, based on power reliability, such that at no time prior to May 31, 
1980, will two or more units be out of service as a result of the Order. We 
have deterined :hat good cause has been shownto modify the Order to extend 
Unit 3 shutdcwn to March 15, 1980.  

The modified Order requires that Unit 2 be shutdown after Unit 1 reaches full 
pcwer, Unit 2 be shutdown on or before March 15, 1980, and a dedicated 
qualified person be stationed in the control room to monitor certain valves.  
Týe Order ma'.' -e modified if additional power reliability infornation is 
nrovided and we conclute that severe reliability impacts extend beyond March 15,_ 

9s30.  

A copy of this Order is being filed with the Office of the Federal Register 
-or Dublicato.  

Sincerely, 

Harold R. Denton, Director 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

-r.Z 1 osure: 
Drier Modifyng ..anuary 2, 198C 

Show Cause Drier 

:z w/encl: 
See next mage



- 2 - February 7, 1980

cC w/encl osure(s)I: 
Mr. William L. Porter 
Duke Power Company 
Post Office Box 2178 
422 South Church Street 
Charlotte, North Carolina 28242 

J. IMichael McGarry, III, Esquire 
DeBevoise & Liberman 
700 Shoreharn Building 
806 15th Street, N.I.  
Washington, D. C. 2000-5

Oconee Public Library 
201 South Spring Street 
Walhalla, South Carolina 29691

Honcrable James M. Phinney 
Courty Supervisor of Oconee County 
Walhalila, South Carolina 29621 

Director, Technical Assessment 
Division 

Office of Radiation Programs 

U. S. Ervironmental Pmtection Agency 
Crystal Mall #2 
Arlin-ton, Virginia 2D-60 

U. S. Environmentai Protection Agency 
Re-or :V Office 
ATT70: U1S COORDIN)ATOR 
3-45 C.urt and Street, h.E.  
Atlanta, Georgia 3030^

Mr. Francis Jape 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
P. :. Box 7 
Seneca, South Carolina 29678

Mr. Robert B. Borsum 
Babcock & Wilcox 
Nuclear Power Generation Division 
Suite 420, 7735 Old Georgetown Road 
Bethesda, Maryland 20014 

Manager, LIS 
NUS Corporation 
2536 Countryside Boulevard 
Clearwater, Florida 33515 

Office of Intergovernmental Relations 
116 West Jones Street 
Raleigh, Nort! Carolina 27603

Duke Power Company

q
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UNITD STi-ATES OF AMERICA 
NUCLEAR RELUATORY COMMISSION 

In the M.tter of 

DUKE POWER C.PAWY 3 Docket N:. 50-270 
(Oconee Nuclear Station, Units 2 and 3) ) 50-287 

ORDER MODIFY!NG JANUARY 2, 1930 
SHOWI CAUSE ORDER 

On JanuarY7 2, 1980 Duke Power oznpany (the licensee) was issued an Order 

to Show Cause why it should not, by February 15, 1980, irmlerren: all "Category 

A" Lessons Learned requirements or shut down Oconee Nu:lear Station, Units 2 and 

3 unless among o:her things, a shut~o.,.n would severely impact tie Doder reliability 

of the Vircinia--arolina (VACAR) su:region of the Southeastern Electric Reliability 

Council. The Order provided th-:t i: was tenporarily efective :ending further 

order.  

"-i 

The licensee answered the Or-der on January 15, 1•3C recuest-in on the basis 

of power relati'i-y that secuentia; shutdown of the O:onee un-_ be alowed such 

that at no time -rlor to May 31, '190 w.il two or more units be o0t cf service as 

a result of the ,rder. A shutdown is necessary to meet the tA outstanding re

quirements wich per:ain to direct indi:ation of valve positions_ and containment 

isolation. The -icensee has indizazeý that it could a::pt ccmpernsatzr:y measures 

crnsistirg o-- a :eti:a:ed man t- -ic-i:o- valves in tne con:rci rn-om ,'nzi. the out

szandir.g re-: en.enzs are met.  

The Dep-r=nen: cf Energy has r=eviehe the power r'_ ia~i" it. =or the VACAR 

area and ccn:luded that there is a -isk c severe syst=. reliak'!it- impacts if two 

of the tn.ree Oconee units are -sut -:.•rn during the Fe- ary -5, 3 o= March 15,
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1980 period. If March is colder than expected, the potentially severe reliability 

impacts may extend until the end of March.  

III 

In view of the power reliability analysis conducted by DOE and the compensa

tory measures which the licensee could take, I find good cause shown to modify the 

January 2, 180 Order. Accordingly, pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as 

amended, and the Connission 's regulations in 10 CFR Parts 2 and 50, IT IS HEREBY 

ORDERED THAT the January 2, 1980 Order is modified as follows: 

(a) Unit 2 shall be shut down for implementation of the Category A 

Lessons Learned requirements after Unit 1 reaches full power 

operation, but no later than March 15, 1980, 

(b) Unit 3 shall be shut down for implementation of the Category A Lessons 

Learned requirements on or before March 15, 1980, 

(c) Until Jnit 3 is shut down the licensee shall 

Drovide a dedicated qualified person in the control room to monitor 

-:he PORV and safety valves, to close any valve that might be open in case 

a .ow reactor coolant system pressure' signal is 

genera:ed, and to notify control operator if any out-of-nodal 

intizations are noted, and 

(d The requirement that Unit 3 be shut down by March !5, 1983, may 

De modified if additional power reliability inforntation is 

:rovided and NRC concludes that severe reliability i-macts extaend 

::-: .,•-h 15, 1980.
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For the reasons given in the January 2, 1980, Order. I find that the 

public health, safety, and interest requires that this Modification Order be 

effective ionediately.  

IV 

The licensee_ ray file a written answer to this Order under oath or 

affirmation Witni" twenty (20) days of the date of the Order. The licensee 

Cr any other -e-s:-i wose interest may be affected by this Order Tiay request a 

;e--_ring withir -.wenry (20 days of the date of the Order. Any recuest for a 

-e-ring w-11 no-Z zeay the temporary effectiveness of this Order. Ar'v request 

-To- a hearing sna'l b-- adcressed to the Director, Office of Nuc'ear Reactor 

:ýe~ulation, U. S. Nuc'ea=r Regulatory Com-ission, Washirgton, D. C., 20555. If 

_ iearing is reau=.S•e: vy a person whose interest may be af-fected by this Order, 

-. e 2o, issicr ~wi'i isue an Order desicnatiing the time ant place of any such 

-. eering. T. --he even: a sea=ring is requested, the issue to be cor.siziered at such 

je-ring s;,a-! be: 

wne:her the remn-ining "Category A' requirements and tne 

co;ens-tory neasures should be_ im.lemented in accordance 

wrt- the sc!etu'e prescribed by this Order.  

OPera-:idn c-" =he a:iility on terms consistent with =his Order is not stayed 

-v the pendern:y c-- en-, _-r:-eedings on the Order.  

FOR THE NUC_--='R REGLC,,7OZY COMYIUSSiO1• 

E.aroid R. Denr, D-ecz:
'=:ed at. e:-- - .. -. a':- Office of Nc'ear Reac-or Fecuia:ion 

-i.s 7-:6n - 1980



of Narth Carolina 208 MEDICALSOCIETY BLDG. 222 N. PERSON STREET RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA 27601 
TELEPHONE (919) 821-0163 

January 18, 1980 

Mr.- Harold R. Denton, Director . '0 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation A ' 
United States Nuclear Regulatory Cormission_ t(;.. V.4di \ 
Washington, D. C. 20555 t*•. , , .. ,, - .  

Dear Mr. Denton: - •" , '- ...-" 

jS e 

We have recently, become aware of an order issued by the .  
Nuclear Regulatory-Co=tnission to Duke Power Company to 
coravpete certain-Aork at their Oconee Nuclear Station prior 
to February 15 'br face a shut down of these units at that time.  

As ElectriCities of North Carolina, a voluntary non-profit 
association that serves the interests of 67 North Carolina 
municipal electric systems, 21 of which purchase their all 
recuirements wholesale power supply from Duke Power Company, we 
are 7er- concerned about the adequacy and reliability of this 
power supply and the impact upon that supply which this latest 
order may impose.  

We find it very difficult to understand why these units 
that have successfully cperated and continue to operate in an 
efficient and safe manner cannot be allowed to shut down 
sequentially, as proposed by Duke Power Company, to incorporate 
these latest modifications. The replacement power costs 
involved with a sequential shut down would be significant, but 
a sinultaneous shut down of these units could cause an intolerable 
situaticn for our cities if the electrical load de~m•ad cannot be 
m.et by their supplier, Duke Power Company.  

We respectfully request your consideration in this matter.  

Sincerely yours, 

Ralph W. Shaw 
Executive Director 

cc: The Honorable Fred E. Turnage A-' 
Mr. Robert Fischback *. • -s 
Mr. Jack Neel (•" 

r•. larry Porter >


