UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555

October 3, 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR: Sholly Coordinator

FROM: Leonard A. Wiens, Project Manager
Project Directorate 11-3
Division of Reactor Projects-I1/11

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR PUBLICATION IN BIWEEKLY FR NOTICE - NOTICE
OF CONSIDERATION OF ISSUANCE OF AMENDMENTS TO FACILITY
OPERATING LICEMSES, PROPNSED NO SIGNIFICANT HAZARDS
CONSIDERATION DETERMINATION AND OPPORTUNITY FOR HEARING
(TAC NOS. 81375, 81376, AND 81377)

Duke Power Company, Docket Mos. 50-269, 50-270 and 50-287, Oconee Nuclear

Station, Units 1, 2 and 3, Oconee County, South Carolina

Date of amendment request: August 12, 1991

Description of amendment request: The proposed amendments would revise

Technical Specification (TS) 3.8.1 to address the replacement of
permanently installed radiation monitors on the Main and Auxiliary Fuel
Handling Bridge and the Spent Fuel Pool Bridge with Portable Bridge
Monitors. Additional fixed radiation monitors will be installed in the
reactor building refueling area and the spent fuel storage area. The
existing instruments, which monitor radiation levels in these areas during
fuel loading and refueling operat{ons, are being replaced due to obsolescence
and unreliability.

In addition, an editorial correction is proposed for TS 3.8.4 to
revise the character representing the term "less than or equal” for the k
effective value.

Basis for proposed no significant hazards consideration determination: As

required by 10 CFR 50.91(a), the licensee has provided its analysis of the

issue of no significant hazards consideration, which is presented below:
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.... operation of the facility in accordance with the proposed
amendment would not:

(1) Involve a significant increase in the probability or consequences
of an accident previously evaluated

Each accident analysis addressed within the Oconee FSAR has been
examined with respect to changes proposed within this amendment
request, In addition, the RIA-2, RIA-3 and RIA-6 monitors are not
nuclear safety related and have no impact on any system. The
replacement monitors are as good or better than the monitors being
replaced. The new Portable Bridge Monitors are fully capable of
performing their functions. These monitors which are used only during
the fuel loading and refueling operations provide local audible alarm
and visual indication of radiation levels to the personnel working in
the area (the new RIA-3 and RIA-6 have a local audible alarm on1yg.
Therefore, the probability or consequences of an accident previously
evaluated are not significantly increased.

(2) Create the possibility of a new or different kind of accident from
any kind of accident previously evaluated

Replacement of RIA-2, RIA-[3] and RIA-6 with Portable Bridge
Monitors, addition of two new extended range monitors near the
Fuel Handling Canal, the spent fuel pool, and the proposed change
to TS 3.8.1 will in no way create any failure modes not bounded
by previously evaluated accidents. Consequently, this change will
not create the possibility of a new or different kind of accident
from any kind of accident previously evaluated.

(3) Involve a significant reduction in a margin of safety

As mentioned earlier, replacement of the obsolete and unreliable
RIA-2, RIA-3, and RIA-6 monitors with the state-of-the-art
Portable Bridge Monitors and addition of two new wall mounted
monitors near the Fuel Transfer Canal and Spent Fuel Pool,
designated as RIA-3 and RIA-6, respectively, is clearly an
improvement. The proposed TS 3.8.1 is simply to address[es]
these improvements. As such, all margins of safety are
preserved. Therefore, there will be no reduction in any margin
of safety.

The NRC staff has reviewed the licensee's analysis and, based on this
review, it appears that the three standards of 10 CFR 50.92(c) are satisfied.
Therefore, the NRC staff proposes to determine that the amendment request

involves no significant hazards consideration.



-3 - October 3, 1991

Local Public Document Room Tocation: Oconee County Library, 501 West South

Broad Street, Walhalla, South Carolina 29691

Attorney for licensee: J. Michael McGarry, III, Winston and Strawn,

1200 17th Street, NW., Washington, DC 20036

1

NRC Project Director: David B. Matthews

Leonard A. Wiens, Project Manager
Project Directorate II-3

Division of Reactor Projects-I/1I
0ffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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