Tennessee Valley Authority, 1101 Market Street, Chattanooga, Tennessee 37402-2801

July 11, 2001

10 CFR 50.55 (b)

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
ATTN: Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

Gentlemen:
In the Matter of ) Dockets Nos. 50-438
Tennessee Valley Authonty , ) _ 50-439

BELLEFONTE NUCLEAR PLANT (BLN) UNITS 1"AND 2 - REQUEST FOR
EXTENSION OF (_,ONSTRUCTIO‘\J PERMITS CPPR-122 AND CPPR 123

This letter requests that the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) extend Construction
Permits CPPR-122 and CPPR-123.

By letter dated June 27, 1994, the NRC extended the expiration dates for Construction
Permits CPPR-122 (BLN Unit 1) and CPPR-123 (BLN Unit2) to October 1, 2001 and
October 1, 2004, respectively. This letter requests that the NRC further extend the
construction permits to October 1, 2011 (BLN Unit 1) and October 1, 2014 (BLN
Unit 2). By letter dated July 14, 2000, TVA confirmed the deferral status of BLN
Units 1 and 2 as described in Generic Letter 87-15, "Policy Statement on Deferred
Plants.”

The extension of BLN’s construction permits will help TV A maintain a full scope of
competitive energy production choices. TVA's integrated resource plan, Energy Vision
2020, identified the need for a flexible range of options and alternatives required to meet,
among other things, the Tennessee Valley region's new base- load power supply needs
through the year 2020. ‘Record-breaking energy demands in the Tennessee Valley
reinforced TVA's obligation to provide ample safe, economic, reliable, and
environmentally responsible sources of electric power. Fulfilling this responsibility, in
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light of the many uncertainties associated with the future electric utility industry, makes
it imperative that TV A maintain a robust and flexible range of generating options. These
uncertainties, and the delay due to the extended construction inactivity at the site,
provide good cause for extending the construction permits for BLN Unit 1 and 2.

TVA considers it imperative to maintain the Construction Permits in order to maintain a
flexible range of generating options and alternatives for future base-load power supplies
and competitive energy production choices. For the foregoing reasons, TVA submits, in
accordance with 10 CFR 50.55 (b), that good cause exists for the extension of
Construction Permits CPPR-122 and CPPR-123 and that the extensions are for a
reasonable period of time.

No regulatory commitments are identified in this letter. If you have any questions
concerning this matter, please call R. M. Brown at (423) 751-7228.

Sincerely,

M) syl

Manager
Nuclear Licensing

cc: Mr. Paul E. Fredrickson, Chief
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region II
Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center
61 Forsyth Street, SW, Suite 23T85
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-8931



