
A. Non-Cited Violation (NCV)

A Non-Cited Violation (NCV) is the term used to describe a method for dispositioning a 
Severity Level IV violation or a violation associated with a finding that the Reactor Oversight 
Process's SDP evaluates as having very low safety significance (i.e., green). These issues are 
documented as violations in inspection reports (or inspection records for some materials 
licensees) to establish public records of the violations, but are not cited in Notices of Violation 
which normally require written responses from licensees (see Section VI.B below).  
Dispositioning violations in this manner does not eliminate the NRC's emphasis on compliance 
with requirements nor the importance of maintaining safety. Licensees are still responsible for 
maintaining safety and compliance and must take steps to address corrective actions for these 
violations. While licensees are not required to provide written responses to NCVs, this approach 
allows licensees to dispute violations described as NCVs. The following sections describe the 
circumstances under which a violation may or may not be dispositioned as an NCV.  

1. Power Reactor Licensees 

Severity Level IV violations and violations associated with green SDP findings are 
normally dispositioned as NCVs. Violations dispositioned as NCVs will be described in 
inspection reports, although the NRC will close these violations based on their being entered into 
the licensee's corrective action program. At the time a violation is closed in an inspection report, 
the licensee may not have completed its corrective actions or begun the process to identify the root 
cause and develop action to prevent recurrence. Licensee actions will be taken commensurate 
with the established priorities and processes of the licensee's corrective action program. The 
NRC inspection program will provide an assessment of the effectiveness of the corrective action 
program. In addition to documentation in inspection reports, violations will be entered into the 
Plant Issues Matrix (PIM). Because the NRC will not normally obtain a written response from 
licensees describing actions taken to restore compliance and prevent recurrence of these 
violations, this enforcement approach places greater NRC reliance on licensee corrective action 
programs. Any one of the following circumstances will result in consideration of an NOV 
requiring a formal written response from a licensee.  

a. The licensee failed to restore compliance within a reasonable time after a violation was 
identified.  

b. The licensee did not place the violation into a corrective action program to address 
recurrence.  

16 

17U



c. The violation is repetitive7 as a result of inadequate corrective action, and was 
identified by the NRC. NOTE: This exception does not apply to violations associated with green 
SDP findings.  

d. The violation was willful. Notwithstanding willfulness, an NCV may still be 
appropriate if: 

(1) The licensee identified the violation and the information concerning the violation, if 
not required to be reported, was promptly provided to appropriate NRC personnel, such as a 
resident inspector or regional branch chief; 

(2) The violation involved the acts of a low-level individual (and not a licensee 
official as defined in Section IV.A); 

(3) The violation appears to be the isol 

7A violation is considered "repetitive" if it could reasonably be expected to have been prevented by the 
licensee's corrective action for a previous violation or a previous licensee finding that occurred within the past 2 
years of the inspection at issue, or the period within the last two inspections, whichever is longer.
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