Docket No. 50-293 MAR 15 1968

Boston Edison Company
800 Boylston Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02199

Attention: Mr, James M. Carroll
Vice President &
General Counsel

Gentlemen:

This is in reply to your request dated December 18, 1967, pursuant
to Sasction 50.12 of 10 CFR 50 of the Commission's regulations for
an exemption from the provisions of Section 50,10(b) to permit
placing concrete prior to issuance of a construction permit.

Your request, as we understand it, proposes pouring concrete which
would constitute the footings, base slab, the internal walls and a
portion of the external walls of the pressure suppression chamber,
You indicated that this work consisted of placing concrete in the
forms which you erected on the basis that they were site preparation
in accordance with your letter to me dated October 20, 1967, to which
we responded in s letter to you dated November 16, 1967, The work
you now propose, that is, the placement of concrete in the forms, is
clearly proscribed by Section 50.10(b) of the Commission's regula-
tions.

You state your basis for exemption request 1s the need to have the

Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station (PNPS) ready for commercial operation

by September 30, 1971, to meet the 1971 projected fall and winter

loads in New England. In order to meet the September 30, 1971 date,

you stated that the PNPS construction schedule required authoriza-

tion of the requested work by Pebruary 15, 1968. We were not able

to meet the Pebruary 13, 1968 deadline because the geological and
seismological information you provided was not complete in sufficient

detail to enable us to conclude that the site features were adequately /
considered in the proposed design. At the present time, however, our I
preliminary opinion is that we are satisfied with your proposed design o
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We have carefully reviewed your request for an exemption and the
reasons set forth in support thereof, and have concluded that the
granting of an exemption, as requested im your December 18, 1967
letter, is authorized by law and will not endanger life or property
or the common defense and security and is otherwise in the public
interest. Accordingly, the Commission authorizes you to proceed

at your own risk, prior to the issuance of a construction pernmit,
with placing of concrete &s follows:

1. The footings and base slab below the pressure
suppression chamber.

2. The exterior suppression chamber tunnel to
elevation 21'-0" and for the intermal wall to
the bottom cell of the drywell vents, allowing
3'-0" work space around the bottom and walls
of the drywell,

3. The wall between the reactor building and the
turbine building.

I wish to emphasige that the granting of this exemption shall have no
effect on the subsequent granting or denial of a construction permit
for the proposed Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station, and any work performed
pursuant to this exemption shall be performed entirely at the risk of
Boston Edison Company as you have already acknowledged. Furthermore,
the granting of this exemption doas not constitute an approval of

the type or adequacy of the proposed reactor building structure and
associated appurtenances by the Commission or the Advisory Committee
on Reactor Safeguards nor does it imply any commitment of an Atomic
Safety and Licensing Board.

Distribution

Sincerely yours, AEC Doc. Room
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considered in thexgropoeed design. At the preseﬁ{ time, however, our
review has progressed to the point where we are/satisfied with your
proposed design critaria as affected by the gedlogic and seismic
conditions applicablex%o your site, j
We have carefully revie&gd your request fopfan exemption and the
reasons set forth in suppart thereof, and have concluded that the
granting of an exemption, ag requested in your December 18, 1967
letter, is authorized by law and will not endanger life or prop-
erty or the common defense security and is otherwise in the
public intersst. Accordingly,the G ission authorizes you to
proceed at your own risk, priorto ;Hé {ssuance of a construction
permit, with pouring of cancrete\ggﬁ the structural features

which was requested as follows: hd

5,
1. Footings and base slabvﬁelgh,the pressure
suppression chamber. / sy
/ K

2. Exterior suppression’ chamber tugnel to
elevation 21'-0" agg for the intiernal wall
to the bottom cell’ of the drywell\vents,
allowing 3'-~0" wgrk space around tﬁg\bottom
and walls of th¢ drywell. lﬁ‘n
¢ kK
3. Wall between gﬁe reactor building and ﬁpe
R

turbine builg&ng. '\

I wish to emphasize fhat the granting of this exemption shall have
no effect on the suybsequent granting or denial of a fomstruction
permit for the proposed Pilgrim Nuclear Power Statioﬁ})and any work
performed pursu to this exemption shall be performed entirely at
the risk of Bostén Edison Company as you have already a owledged.
Purthermore, th¢ granting of this exemption does not con itute an

approval of th¢ type or adequacy of the proposed reactor byilding

structure andj gociated appurtenances. N,
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