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Comments: (This is my 3rd message.) On page 11, Issue 1.f, Reliable Off-Site Power, there is this 
statement: "The NRC has a significant interest in monitoring challenges to the operation and 
management of the electric power grid so that appropriate actions can be taken to address concerns 
regarding reliability of off-site power." My opinion is that, aside from monitoring the actual off-site reliability 
numbers, this is somebody else's business. But the need for additional power still exists. What do I 
suggest? I feel that the appropriate action to take is to study the reliability of a small nuclear-site-located 
simple cycle fossil fueled plant of about 60 or so Mw for any site of two or more nuclear plants. It could 
also be used as a peaking plant, but I am principally interested in it being used for black start capability.  
Now you have single point accountability. What do you have otherwise? Well, one local nuclear plant 
used to be able to obtain the output of two sma! 

II hydro plants located about 2 dozen miles away that were also owned by the same company, as were the 
transmission lines. They also dispatched the power. Today the hydro plants are owned by a merchant 
operator, the original company owns the transmission lines, but the dispatching is done by an Independent 
System Operator. And the nuclear plant will soon be owned by another organization. Which is more 
reliable, do you think? 

In fact, a transmission line owner may have trouble supplying its own nuclear plant with off-site power.  
The reference here is NRC Special Inspection Report Nos. 50-220/99-06 and 50-410/99-06, pages 9 & 
10, Section M2.1.  

Incidentally, in my state of New York, the NYISO Ancillary Services Manual, revised 7-15-99 explains that 
embedded costs and 0 & M expenses of the black start capability may be recoverable. It is in Section 7.  

Thank you, 
Tom Gurdziel 
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