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July 5, 2001

Jay Hyland, P.E.
Manager
Radiation Control Program
Division of Health Engineering
10 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333

SUBJECT: PERIODIC MEETING SUMMARY FOR MAINE

Dear Mr. Hyland:

A periodic meeting with the Maine Radiation Control Program was held on June 12, 2001.  The
purpose of the meeting was to review and discuss the status of Maine�s Agreement State
program.  The NRC was represented by Thomas O�Brien from the NRC�s Office of State and
Tribal Programs and me.

I have completed and enclosed a general meeting summary, included any specific actions that
will be taken as a result of the meeting.

If you feel that our conclusions do not accurately summarize the meeting discussions, or have
any additional remarks about the meeting in general, please contact me at (610) 337-5042 or
by e-mail at adw@nrc.gov to discuss you concerns.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Original signed by Duncan White

Duncan White, CHP
Regional State Agreements Officer
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety

Enclosure: As stated

cc:
R. Bores, RI
T. O�Brien, STP
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AGREEMENT STATE PERIODIC MEETING SUMMARY FOR MAINE

DATE OF MEETING: June 12, 2001

ATTENDEES: NRC STATE
Duncan White Jay Hyland, Program

Director
Tom O�Brien Shawn Seeley

Wayne Malloch

DISCUSSION:

At the previous periodic meeting in December 1999, the proposed status of each of the
recommendations in Section 5.0 of the 1998 final Integrated Materials Performance Evaluation
Program (IMPEP) was discussed.  As a result of the discussions at that meeting, one of the five
recommendations remained opened.  The proposed status of this recommendation is
summarized below:

Recommendation: The review team recommends that the program�s procedures be
reviewed and updated for handling allegations and other privacy information to reflect
Department of Health policy or State laws specific to Maine  (Section 3.5)

Status:  The program requested that the State Attorney General Office review this
matter and provide guidance.  No reply has yet been received.   It is recommended that
this item remain open.

The Radiation Control Program currently maintains 129 specific materials licenses.  All
inspections are currently up-to-date and the number of pending licensing actions is less than
ten.  The number of responses to radiation alarms at recycling and waste facilities have been
decreasing as the number of radiation monitoring units have increased and operators have
become more knowledgeable and experienced with the monitoring units and the protocol for
handling the alarms.  Last year, the program initiated the publication of a radiation newsletter
that is distributed to their licensees.  The two issues of the newsletter provided to NRC staff
addressed Maine�s Advisory Committee on Radioactive Waste & Decommissioning News and
dealt primarily with Maine Yankee issues.

With regard to the Maine Yankee decommissioning, the Program Director indicated that two
pieces of legislature introduced in 2000 were passed and are now law.  One lowered the
decommissioning criteria to 10 mrem per year and the second required that materials disposed
below-grade meets the limits in Regulatory Guide 1.86.  The 10 mrem annual limit was recently
incorporated (effective date of August 1, 2001) in Part D of Maine�s regulations.  The program
staff also discussed the challenges the State will face with the dry cask storage of spent fuel
from Maine Yankee.  The State will need to evaluate neutron dose through their environmental
monitoring program since it is expected that this will constitute up to 30% of the off-site dose. 
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Since the last periodic meeting, Wayne Malloch has become fully qualified as a materials
inspector.  He was recently accompanied on separate inspections by the Regional State
Agreements Officer (RSAO) and Program Director.  With an additional inspector, this has
allowed the senior inspector/reviewer (Shawn Seeley) to concentrate on other issues, including
regulations, while remaining current with inspections and licensing.   The program is starting to
cross train the LLRW coordinator (Tom Hillman) in the areas of materials licensing and
inspection.  The program director expressed concern that with the closure of Maine Yankee, the
funding for the LLRW coordinator position will not be available in the near future.  The program
has added a new person to their Radon program, otherwise, there have been no other changes
to the organization or staffing of the program.

During a recent IMPEP review in which the senior reviewer/inspector was a team member, the
issue of refresher training for State personnel was raised.  The NRC staff discussed the
approach that the NRC takes in MC 1246 with regard to this matter.  It was mutually agreed
that the technical training provided at the New England Radiological Health Committee
(NERHC) annual meeting would be one means to help satisfy the need for refresher training.

The program director indicated that increases in the current fees are being considered.  The
Maine program receives no funding from the general treasury.  In addition to materials fees, the
State also collects fees for x-rays, LLRW generators and tanning.  The program also receives
federal grants related to implement MQSA and Indoor Radon.  Any monies collected as a result
of enforcement actions go to the general treasury and not the program.

The NRC staff discussed status of a number of NRC initiatives including the National Academy
of Science study for the clearance rule, Part 35, the National Materials Program Working Group
report, unified skin dose, entombment and ISCORS.  The recent changes in staff at the Office
of State and Tribal Programs (STP) were also discussed.

The Program Director indicated that is was important for the NRC to work on those items that
the States could not do themselves (i.e., clearance rule).  The program felt that the STP web
site was a benefit for the states and should be maintained separately from the main NRC web
site or STP efforts would be buried and not as assessable.  Finally, the State indicated that they
would like better feedback with regard to potential NRC inspections in their jurisdiction to
provide the opportunity to accompany NRC inspectors.  The RSAO indicated that Region I has
been sending out quarterly inspection schedules for a number of years by mail, but
acknowledged that the schedules may not reach those individuals who need it in a timely
matter.  Subsequent to the meeting, the RSAO sent out the Regional inspection schedules
electronically for the materials and decommissioning branches to all Agreement States, New
Jersey, Connecticut and Pennsylvania.  Initial feedback to this approach has been positive.
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The NRC staff indicated that the NRC is placing greater emphasis on the monthly reporting of
incidents and the need to provide complete and timely information on the follow up and
resolution.  It was further noted that this was a matter of compatibility and will be examined
closely at the next IMPEP.  Finally, it was noted that STP Procedure SA-300 Reporting of
Events was recently revised in May 2001 and is now available at the STP web site.

The program recently completed a number of amendments to their regulations which will be
published as final within the next two months.  The most significant of these include the
incorporation of positron emission tomography (PET) and the Conference of Radiation Control
Program Director�s Suggested State Regulations Part N  regulations for naturally and
accelerator produced radioactive materials (NARM) into the Maine regulations.  This package
included changes to 19 NRC amendments which were recently reviewed by the RSAO and
discussed with the senior reviewer/inspector during a meeting on May 24, 2001.  The NRC�s
comments are currently in concurrence.  The Program is currently working on another round of
amendments that will address the NRC comments and incorporate all of the outstanding NRC
amendments.  The State requested that the NRC provide examples of wording that other
States have used to adopt NRC regulations by reference.  Subsequent to the periodic meeting,
the RSAO provided Maine with examples of adoption by reference used by Maryland and
Pennsylvania.  

No allegations were referred to the State since the last periodic meeting.

The next IMPEP review is scheduled for the fall of 2002 during the first quarter of fiscal year
2003.


