
June 29, 2001

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE -- PNO-III-01-019A

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE safety or public
interest significance.  The information is as initially received without verification or evaluation,
and is basically all that is known by the Region III staff on this date.  

Facility
Palisades
Nuclear Management Co.
Covert, Michigan
Docket  No. 50-255 

Licensee Emergency Classification
___Notification of Unusual Event
      Alert 
      Site Area Emergency
      General Emergency
  X  Not Applicable                 

SUBJECT: SMALL LEAK IN CONTROL ROD DRIVE MECHANISM PRESSURE HOUSING
(UPDATE)

DESCRIPTION: 

On June 21, 2001, the licensee identified a small leak in the lower portion of the Number 21
control rod drive mechanism housing (housing), approximately four feet above the reactor
vessel head.  The leak was from a through-wall axial crack about 1/16 inch long on the outside
of the housing and 9/10 inch long on the inside.

The plant has been shut down since June 20 to investigate and repair the leakage.

On June 27 the license completed ultrasonic and dye penetrant examination on all welds on
five housings and ultrasonic examination on two weld locations on the remaining 15 accessible
housings.  The remaining 25 housings cannot be accessed by normal means and have not
been examined.

The examinations found one additional crack indication.  This indication, on the Number 25
housing, is in the similar location as the previously identified crack on the Number 21 housing. 
The additional indication has been preliminarily characterized as an axial crack, about ½ inch in
length on the inner wall of the housing and penetrating about 25 percent through the housing
wall.

The licensee is continuing its investigation of the cracks and developing repair plans.

The resident inspectors have been monitoring the licensee�s investigation.  A special inspection
is planned for the week of July 2 to observe and assess the licensee�s evaluation and repair
activities.



The State of Michigan will be informed of this updated information.  The information in this
preliminary notification has been reviewed with licensee management.

The licensee notified the NRC Operations Center of the additional crack indication at 3:31 p.m.
EDT on June 28, 2001.  This information is current as of 2 p.m. on June 29, 2001.

CONTACTS:

Anton Vegel John Jacobson
630/829-9620 630/829-9736


