Nocket

NO.: 50-423

Mr. E. James Ferland
Executive Vice President and
Chief Financial Officer
Northeast Muclear Energy Company
Post Office Box 270
Hartford, Connecticut 06101

Dear Mr. Ferland:

Subject

April 29, 1982

. lssuance of Amendment No. 8 to CPPR-113, Millstone Huclear Power

Station, Unit

3

Your letter, dated December 30, 1981, transmitted an application for an amendment
tn the Millstone Unit 3 Construction Permit to add Yermont Electric Generation

and Transmission Cooperative, Inc. (VEGAT), Vermont Public Power Supply Authority
(YPPSA) and Washington Electric Cooperative, Inc. (WEC), as co-owners and to
transfer ownership interests from the Hartford Electric Light Company (HELCO)

and Western Massachusetts Electric Company (WMECO), each a subsidiary of Hortheast
ytilities, to Massachusetts Municipal Wholesale Electric Company (MWMEC), VEGET,
yPPSA and MEC {collectively the Purchasers) as follows:

Purchasers

MMUEC
VEGAT
VPPSA
WEL

Ownership Interest Purchase

{in percentage and approximate megawatts)

2.527% (29.06 M)
0.600% (6.90M4)
1.048% (12.05M4)
0.139% (1.60MH)

4 .3T87 T49.61M)

HELCO and WMECO will transfer 1.079 percent (12.4MH) and 3.235 percent (37.201W)
ownership interests, respectively.

On March 24, 1982, the Commission issued a final rule amending the Commission's
requlations to eliminate requirements with respect to financial gualifications

for power reactor applicants.

Therefore, the staff is no Yonger evaluating the

financial qualifications of the Purchasers as they relate to the proposed action,
on the basis of the final rule published in the Federal Register on March 31,
1982, and effective on that date.
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Mr, E. James Ferland -2 -

He have reviewed the application and also the amendment to the application dated
Fehruary 24, 1982, to add as co-owners, VECAT, VPPSA and YEC, and to transfer
ownership interests from HELCO and WMECO to the Purchasers. UWe find that the
application complies with the standards and requirements of the Atomic Enerqgy
Act of 1954, as amended, and the Commission's rules and requlations set forth

in 16 CFR Chapter 1.

Further, we conclude that granting the requested amendment does not involve

a significant hazards consideration, and is not inimical to the health and

safety of the public. The bases for these conclusions are set forth in the
enclosed Safety Evaluation. Prior public notice of the amendment was not
raquired since the amendment does not involve a significant hazards consideration.

e have also concluded that the amendment involves actions which are insignifi-
cant from the standpoint of environmental impact and that, pursuant to 10 CFR
Section 51.5(d)(4), an environmental impact statement or negative declaration
and an environmental impact appraisal need not be prepared in connection with
the issuance of the amendment. '

Enclosed 1s Amendment ¥o. 8 to CPPR-113 and a copy of a related notice which
has been forwarded to the 0ffice of the Federal fleaister for publication.

Sincerely,

1 signed by

ina
Origln Eisenhut'

parrell G.

Darrell G. Eisenhut, Director
Division of Licensing
O0ffice of Muclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosures: :

1. Amendment Mo. 8 to CPPR-113
2. Staff Safety Evalustion

3. Federal Register Hotice

cc w/encls.: See next page
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NORTHEAST MUCLEAR EMERGY CNWDPANY | ET AL ¥

NOCKET 50-423

MILLSTOME NUCLEAR POUED STATIONM | IMIT 3

AMEMRMENT TN CONSTRUCTION DERMIT

Amendment Mo. 8
Construction Permit MNo. CPPR-113

1. The Muclear Reaulatory Commissfon (the Commission) havina found that:

A. The apnlication for amendment to the Millstone Muclear Power Station
Unit 3 Construction Permit contained in a letter, dated Necember
30, 1981, and later amended in a letter, dated February 24, 1082,
adding Vermont Electric Generation and Transmission Cooperative,
Inc. {VEGAT), Vermont Public Power Sunply Authority (VPPSA) and Mashinaton
Electric Cooperative, Inc. {HEC) as co-owners and transferring ownershin
interests from the Hartford Flectric Light Commany (HELCN) and “estern
Massachusetts Electric Company {(WMECN), each a subsidiary of Mortheast
Htilities, to Massachusetts Municipal “holesale Electric Company
(*0MEC), VEGET, VPPSA and WEC, {collectively the "Purchasers™), complies
with the standards and reauirements of the Atomic Eneray Act of 1954,
as amended, and the rommiss1on s rules and regulations set forth
in 10 CFR Chanter 1,

B. The issuance of this amendment will not he inimical to the common
defense and security or to the health and safety of the public.

€. Issuance of this amendment will not result in any environmmental impacts
not nreviouslv considered.

*The foltowing are the holders of Construction Permit No. CPPR-113: Ashhurnham
Municipal Light Plant, Bovlston Municinal Liahting Plant, Central Maine Power
Comnany, Central Yermont Public Service Corporation, Chicopee Municipal Liaghtinag
Plant, City of Burlinaton, Vermont, City of Holvoke, Connecticut "unicipal
Electric Enerqgy Cooperative, Massachusetts fas and Electric Nepartment, The
Connecticut Light and Power Company, Fitchbura fGas and Flectric Liaht Company,
Green Mountain Power Corporation, The Hartford FElectric Liaht Comnany, Marblehead
Municipal Liaght Depnartment, Massachusetts Municipal vMmolesale Flectric Company,
Middleton Municinal Light Department, Montanp Flectric Company, Mew England

Power Company, Morth Attlehorough Flectric Denartment, Northeast Muclear

Enerqgy Company, Paxton Municinal Light Denartment, Peahody Municipal Light

Plant, Public Service Company of Mew Hamnshire, Shrewshury Liaht Plant, Temnleton
Municipal Lighting Plant, Town of South Hadlevy Flectric Liaht Nepartment,

The United I1luminating Company, Vermont Electric Coonerative, Inc., Yermont
Electric Power Companv, Inc., The Villane of Lyndonville Electric Department,
Yakefield Municinal Light Department, Yest Boviston Municinal Liahting Plant,

Yestern Mascachusetts Flectric Comnanv, Yectfinld fGag and Clectric Light
Department,| Yermont Eleqtric Generatfon and Transnission Coonenative, Inc.,
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2. Accordingly, Construction Permft Mo, CPDR-113 s amended to reflect a
change in ownership shares as follows:

A. A1l references to applicants shall include Yermont Electric Seneration
and Transmission Cooperative, Inc., Yermont Public Power Sunply
Authority and Washington Electric Coonerative, Inc.

R. A new paragranh is added as follows:
3.E.(2) e. The following ownership shares may he transferred as
indicated:
Shares {percent)

Th: Massachusetts Municipal Yholesale Electric Compnanvy 2,527

Vermont Electric Generation and Transmission 0, 800
Cooperative, Inc.

Vermont Public Power Supply Mithority 1.048
Washington Electric Cooperativa, Inc. n,139

Y BI !,[

FRM:  Hartford Electric Light Company 1,079
Hastern Massachusetts Flectric Company 3,235

1,314

3. This Amendment is affective as of the date nf issuance.

FAR THE MUCLEAR PEGULATORY COMMISSINN

QOriginal signed by
Darrell G. Eizenant

Narrell G. Eisenhut, Nirector
Mvision of Licensing

Nate of Issuance:

April 29, 1982
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ENCLOSURE
SAFETY EVALUATION

MILLSTONE NUCLEAR POWER STATION, UNIT MO. 3

Introduction

By letter dated December 30, 1981, Northeast Wuclear Energy Company (the
Company), the lead applicant and operating agent of the Millstone Muclear

Power Station, Unit 3, requested an amendment to its construction permit

to secure approval of additional co-owners and a transfer in ownership

interests. This request involved addition of Vermont Electric Generation and
Transmission Cooperative, Inc. (VEG&T), Vermont Public Power Supply Authority
(VPPSA) and Yashington Electric Cooperative, Inc. (WEC) as co-owners and the
transfers by the Hartford Electric Light Company (MELCO) and Western Massachusetts
Electric Company (WMECO)}, each a subsidiary of Northeast Utilities, of undivided
ownership interests in the Millstone tnit 3 facility to Massachusetts

Municipal Wholesale Electric Company (MMWEC), VEG&T, VPPSA and WEC (collectively,
the Purchasers). These electric utilities will be tenants in common as follows:

Purchasers Ownership Interest Purchased (Percent)
MMUWEC 2.527
VEGET 0.600
VPPSA 1.048
WEC 0.139
Total T.31%

HELCO and WMECO will transfer 1,079 percent and 3.235 percent ownership interests,
respectively. In accordance with this request, the Company filed an application
to have Construction Pemit No. CPPR-113 amended to permit the addition of
co-owners and the transfer of the requested ownership interests in the facility.
This request was further amended by way of letter dated February 24, 1982,

At this time the MRC staff has completed its review of all safety-significant
matters related to the issuance of the construction permit amendment as requested
in the December 30, 1981 application. This Safety Evaluation is issued in
support of Amendment No. 8 to Construction Permit CPPR-113 approving the

addition of co-owners and the transfer of ownership interests as stated above.

The purpose of the Safety Evaluation is to examine the impact of the proposed
change in ownership shares as described above on the conclusions presented in
Section 21.0 of the “Safety Evaluation of the Millstone Point Nuclear Power
Station, Unit No. 3," {(Construction Permit Stage) issued March 13, 1974,
Specifically, the evaluation addresses the resultant changes or lack of changes
in the following:

1. The design of the facility or requirements for safety-related information, and

2. The conclusions concerning the health and safety of the public.
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EVALUATION

Ye have reviewed the application for a construction permit amendment as identified
above. Our review of safety-related matters and our conclusions concerning

each item are descrihed in the following subsections of this evaluation repnort.

Desinn of the Facility

He have reviewed the application for amendment submitted hv the letter of
December 30, 1931, and supnlemented by a letter dated Fehruary 24, 1982, and
find no information which leads us to conclude that the renuested amendment

to the construction permit will result in desion changes to the facilitv. Ue
note tha above former letter states "...the nroposed transfer will not endanger
the health or safety of the public and does not involve any significant
increase in the prohability of accidents, anvy significant increase in the
consequences of an accident, or any significant decrease 1n the safety margin,”
Ye interpret that ouote to he a statement of the applicants' intent reaarding
the renuested action. Further, the letter states that the “transfers will in
no way affect the operation and control of the %illstone Unit 2 proiect...

or their financial qualifications to desian and construct the nroject.”

On the basis of nur review of the application for amendment and the ahove
statements by Mortheast Muclear Energy Company, we conclude that the pronosed
addition of three co-owners and the transfer of ownership interests as stated
ahove will not result in safety-significant design changes to the facilitv.
Further, we find that our conclusions in Section 21.0 of the Safety Evaluation
Report (Construction Permit Stage) for Millstone Init 3 will not be altered
by the issuance of the requested amendment to the construction permit.

Financial Qualifications of the Applicants

MBC Financial Nualifications Reaufrements

In the above referenced Safety Fvaluation Report and in the Safety Fvaluations
orepared in support of earlier construction nermit amendments to annrove the
sale or transfer of ownership shares amonc the co-ovwner utilities, the MRC
staff evaluated the financial qualifications of each narty that might bhe
impacted by 1ts assumntion of a new ownership interest. The NRC regulations
relating to the determination of an applicant's financial aualifications

were set forth in Section 50.33(f)} and Anpendix C to 10 CFR Part 50, These
requl ations stated that there must be reasonable assurance that the apnlicant
can ohtain the funds to design and construct the nlant including the initial
fuel core.
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On March 24, 1982 the Commission issued an amendment to its requlations to
eliminate entirely the reguirements for financial qualification review and
findings for electric utilities that are applying for construction permits

or operating licenses for production or utilization facilities, including
amendments to construction permits and operating licenses. In view of this
action by the Commission, which was immediately effective upon publication

in the Federal Register on March 31, 1982, the NRC Staff is no Tonger evaluating
the financial qualifications of the applicants/co-owners.

SUMMARY OF THE SAFETY EVALUATION

We have examined the impact on safety considerations of amending Construction
Permit CPPR-113 to add three co-owners and transfer ownership interest in
Millstone Unit 3. We have concluded that the requested amendment will not
result in safety-sianificant design changes to the facility.

On the basis of the above conclusion, we find that the issuance of the requested
amendment approving the addition of co-owners and the transfer of ownership
interests to the electric utilities as previously stated will not be inimical

to the health and safety of the public, and that our conclusions in Section

21.0 of the Safety Evaluation Report {Construction Permit Stage) related

to the Millstone Unit 3 will remain unaltered. Further, we find that the
requested amendment does not involve a significant hazards consideration

because this action will not involve a significant increase in the probability
or consequences of an accident, and this action will not involve a significant
decrease in safety maragin.

Jane M, Grant, Project Manager
Licenisng Branch No. 1
Division of Licensing

B. J. Youngblood, Chief
Licensing Branch Ho, 1
Division of Licensing

Dated:
April 29, 1982
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~ UNITED STATES ~
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555

ENCLOSURE

SAFETY EVALUATION

MILLSTONE NUCLEAR POWER STATION, UNIT NO. 3

Introduction

By letter dated December 30, 1981, Northeast Nuclear Energy Company (the
Company), the lead applicant and operating agent of the Millstone Nuclear

Power Station, Unit 3, requested an amendment to its construction permit

to secure approval of additional co-owners and a transfer in ownership

interests. This request involved addition of Vermont Electric Generation and
Transmission Cooperative, Inc. (VEG&T), Vermont Public Power Supply Authority
(VPPSA) and Washington Electric Cooperative, Inc. (WEC) as co-owners and the
transfers by the Hartford Electric Light Company (HELCO) and Western Massachusetts
Electric Company (WMECO), each a subsidiary of Northeast Utilities, of undivided
ownership interests in the Millstone Unit 3 facility to Massachusetts

Municipal Wholesale Electric Company (MMWEC), VEG&T, VPPSA and WEC (collectively,
the Purchasers). These electric utilities will be tenants in common as follows:

Purchasers Ownership Interest Purchased (Percent)
MMWEC 2.527
VEG&T 0.600
VPPSA 1.048
WEC 0.139
Total 1312

HELCO and WMECO will transfer 1.079 percent and 3.235 percent ownership interests,
respectively. In accordance with this request, the Company filed an application
to have Construction Permit No. CPPR-113 amended to permit the addition of
co-owners and the transfer of the requested ownership interests in the facility.
This request was further amended by way of letter dated February 24, 1982.

At this time the NRC staff has completed its review of all safety-significant
matters related to the issuance of the construction permit amendment as requested
in the December 30, 1981 application. This Safety Evaluation is issued in
support of Amendment No. 8 to Construction Permit CPPR-113 approving the

addition of co-owners and the transfer of ownership interests as stated above.

The purpose of the Safety Evaluation is to examine the impact of the proposed
change in ownership shares as described above on the conclusions presented in
Section 21.0 of the "Safety Evaluation of the Millstone Point Nuclear Power
Station, Unit No. 3," (Construction Permit Stage) issued March 13, 1974,
Specifically, the evaluation addresses the resultant changes or lack of changes
in the following:

1. The design of the facility or requirements for safety-related information, and

2. The conclusions concerning the health and safety of the public.



EVALUATION

We have reviewed the application for a construction permit amendment as identified

above. Our review of safety-related matters and our conclusions concerning
each item are described in the following subsections of this evaluation report.

Design of the Facility

We have reviewed the application for amendment submitted by the letter of
December 30, 1981, and supplemented by a letter dated February 24, 1982, and
find no information which leads us to conclude that the requested amendment

to the construction permit will result in design changes to the facility. We
note the above former letter states "...the proposed transfer will not endanger
the health or safety of the public and does not involve any significant
increase in the probability of accidents, any significant increase in the
consequences of an accident, or any significant decrease in the safety margin."
We interpret that quote to be a statement of the applicants' intent regarding
the requested action. Further, the letter states that the "transfers will in
no way affect the operation and control of the Millstone Unit 3 project...

or their financial qualifications to design and construct the project.”

On the basis of our review of the application for amendment and the above
statements by Northeast Nuclear Energy Company, we conclude that the proposed
addition of three co-owners and the transfer of ownership interests as stated
above will not result in safety-significant design changes to the facility.
Further, we find that our conclusions in Section 21.0 of the Safety Evaluation
Report (Construction Permit Stage) for Millstone Unit 3 will not be altered

by the issuance of the requested amendment to the construction permit.

Financial Qualifications of the Applicants

NRC Financial Qualifications Requirements

In the above referenced Safety Evaluation Report and in the Safety Evaluations
prepared in support of earlier construction permit amendments to approve the
sale or transfer of ownership shares among the co-owner utilities, the NRC
staff evaluated the financial qualifications of each party that might be
jmpacted by its assumption of a new ownership interest. The NRC regulations
relating to the determination of an applicant's financial qualifications

were set forth in Section 50.33(f) and Appendix C to 10 CFR Part 50. These
regul ations stated that there must be reasonable assurance that the applicant
can obtain the funds to design and construct the plant including the initial
fuel core.
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On March 24, 1982 the Commission issued an amendment to its regulations to
eliminate entirely the requirements for financial qualification review and
findings for electric utilities that are applying for construction permits

or operating licenses for production or utilization facilities, including
amendments to construction permits and operating licenses. In view of this
action by the Commission, which was immediately effective upon publication

in the Federal Register on March 31, 1982, the NRC Staff is no longer evaluating
the financial qualifications of the applicants/co-owners.

SUMMARY OF THE SAFETY EVALUATION

We have examined the impact on safety considerations of amending Construction
Permit CPPR-113 to add three co-owners and transfer ownership interest in
Millstone Unit 3. We have concluded that the requested amendment will not
result in safety-significant design changes to the facility.

On the basis of the above conclusion, we find that the issuance of the requested
amendment approving the addition of co-owners and the transfer of ownership
interests to the electric utilities as previously stated will not be inimical

to the health and safety of the public, and that our conclusions in Section

21.0 of the Safety Evaluation Report (Construction Permit Stage) related

to the Millstone Unit 3 will remain unaltered. Further, we find that the
requested amendment does not involve a significant hazards consideration

because this action will not involve a significant increase in the probability
or consequences of an accident, and this action will not involve a significant
decrease in safety margin.

:tﬁhyﬁ. cﬂ?ﬁ(@ﬁi__

ane M. Grant, Project Manager
jcenisng Branch No. 1
jvision of Licensing

o i

oungblood, Chief
Licensing Branch No. 1
Division of Licensing

Dated:
April 29, 1982
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UMITED STATES MUCLEAR REGUHLATORY CAMMISSINM

DOCKET MN, RN-423

MORTHEAST NUCLEAR ENERGY COMPAMY | ET AL ,*

MILLSTONE MICLEAR POWER STATION | UMIT 3

YOTICE OF ISSUAMCE OF AMEMDMENT TN CONSTRUCTION PERMIT

The U, S. Muclear Renulatory Commission [the Commission) has issued
Amendment Yo, R to Construction Pemmit No, £PPR-113, The amendment reflects
the addition of the Vermont Electric Generation and Transmission Cooverative,
Inc., Yermont Puhlic Power Sunply Authority and Yashington Flectric Cooperative,
Inc., as co-owners and transfers ownershin shares for the Millstone Muclear
Power Station, inft 3 (the facility), located in Yew London County, Connecticut

as fllows:
Shares (%)

TO: Massachusetts Municipal Yholesale Flectric Comnany 2.h27

VYermont Electric Generation and Transmission N, /N0

Cooperative, Inc.

Vermont Public Power Supply Authority 1.048

Hashinaton £lectric Cooperative, Inc. 0.13%
1,314

Shares (%

FROM:  Hartford Flectric Light Company 1.079
Uostern Massachusetts Flectric Comnany 3.235
q, 314

The application for the amendment comnlies with the standards and
requirements of the Atomic Enerqgy Act of 19524 as amended (the Act), and the
Commission's rules and requlations. The Commission has made annronriate
findings as required by the Act and the Cormission's rules and requlations 1nn\

10 CFR Chanter I, which are set forth in the amendment. Prior pubhlic notice

of this amendment wids not reauiréd since the [mendment Adoes not 1nvn1§¢ N
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For further details with respect to this action, see (1) the annlication
for amendment, dated December 30, 19081; {2} amendment to the letter of annlication
dated February 24, 1982; (3) Amendment *o. 9 to Construction Permit PPR.113;
and (4) the Commission's related Safety Fvaluation. A1l of these items are
available for public inspection in the Commission's Public Nocument Room,
1717 H Street, ¥, Y., Yashington, D. L., and at the Yaterford Public Lihrary,
Rone Ferry Road, Poute 155, Waterford, Connecticut 05385, Item 3 may bhe
reanested by writing to the U. S. Muclear Reculatory Commission, Yashington,
D, C., 20555, Attention: DNirector, Technical Informatfon and Nocument Control,
Dated at Rethesda, Maryland, this 29th day of April 1982 .

FOR THE MUCLEAR REGHLATORY CNMISSINM

R. J. Younahlood, Chief
Licensina Rranch Y, 1
Division of Licensina
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