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June 13, 2001

Dr. Richard A. Meserve, Chairman
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
One White Flint North

11555 Rockville Pike

Rockville, Maryland 20852-2738

Dear Dr. Meserve:

Last week, as I opened my morning paper, I was startled to see the headline, “Firm
Asks to Move Crisis Unit for TMI”. T continued to read in great disbelief the complete
article in the June 7, 2001 edition in the Harrisburg Patriot News (copy enclosed).

Dr. Meserve, as an elected official representing nearly 250,000 citizens in Central
Pennsylvania, many of whom reside within 25 miles of TMI, I must strenuously object to
the proposed move of the emergency operations facility that covers Three Mile Island. I,
along with many area officials and residents, implore the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
to reject this proposal from Exelon Energy.

There is nothing from a policy standpoint to justify shifting the crisis unit or
doubling the response time in event of an emergency. Nothing has changed to erase the
concerns that area residents have about nuclear power plants generally and about Three
Mile Island specifically. Because of the incident at Three Mile Island, I doubt whether
there will ever be a time when people treat it the same as any other nuclear plant. Most
people are reconciled to its continuing operation; they are not as accepting of a significant
step that they regard as sacrificing safety.

The article states that company officials are contending that distance makes no
difference in emergency response time. This is an argument that does not strike people as
sensible. I believe most people would side with Marko Bourne, spokesman for the
Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency, who is quoted as saying “One advantage
of the current system is that it’s a lot easier to walk across the hall than to communicate 70
or 80 miles.”
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The suspicion is that the real reason for the consolidation is financial. Most
believe that consolidations undertaken as economy measures rarely result in equivalent
services being provided. If we allow a company to cut corners on nuclear safety just to
save a few dollars, then we have really run away from our responsibility to the people
living in the vicinity of the facility.

I respectfully request that the Nuclear Regulatory Commission hold a public
hearing on Exelon’s proposed request. A public hearing would provide an appropriate
forum for public officials and area residents to voice their opinions on this proposal. If
such a hearing were not to be held, I would urge the Commission to act consistent with
the public view in the areas surrounding TMI and reject the request from Exelon.

If you would like to discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to contact
my office. Thanking you in advance for consideration of my request, I remain,

Sincerely yours,

Senator, 31st District

’

Enclosure
cc: Editorial Board - Harrisburg Patriot News

HFM, Jr.: adb
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