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June 13, 2001 

Dr. Richard A. Meserve, Chairman 
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
One White Flint North 
11555 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, Maryland 20852-2738 

Dear Dr. Meserve: 

Last week, as I opened my morning paper, I was startled to see the headline, "Firm 

Asks to Move Crisis Unit for TMI". I continued to read in great disbelief the complete 

article in the June 7, 2001 edition in the Harrisburg Patriot News (copy enclosed).  

Dr. Meserve, as an elected official representing nearly 250,000 citizens in Central 

Pennsylvania, many of whom reside within 25 miles of TMI, I must strenuously object to 

the proposed move of the emergency operations facility that covers Three Mile Island. I, 
along with many area officials and residents, implore the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

to reject this proposal from Exelon Energy.  

There is nothing from a policy standpoint to justify shifting the crisis unit or 

doubling the response time in event of an emergency. Nothing has changed to erase the 

concerns that area residents have about nuclear power plants generally and about Three 

Mile Island specifically. Because of the incident at Three Mile Island, I doubt whether 

there will ever be a time when people treat it the same as any other nuclear plant. Most 

people are reconciled to its continuing operation; they are not as accepting of a significant 

step that they regard as sacrificing safety.  

The article states that company officials are contending that distance makes no 

difference in emergency response time. This is an argument that does not strike people as 

sensible. I believe most people would side with Marko Bourne, spokesman for the 

Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency, who is quoted as saying "One advantage 

of the current system is that it's a lot easier to walk across the hall than to communicate 70 

or 80 miles."



Page Two - Letter to Dr. Richard A. Meserve 
June 13, 2001 

The suspicion is that the real reason for the consolidation is financial. Most 
believe that consolidations undertaken as economy measures rarely result in equivalent 
services being provided. If we allow a company to cut comers on nuclear safety just to 
save a few dollars, then we have really run away from our responsibility to the people 
living in the vicinity of the facility.  

I respectfully request that the Nuclear Regulatory Commission hold a public 
hearing on Exelon's proposed request. A public hearing would provide an appropriate 
forum for public officials and area residents to voice their opinions on this proposal. If 
such a hearing were not to be held, I would urge the Commission to act consistent with 
the public view in the areas surrounding TMI and reject the request from Exelon.  

If you would like to discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to contact 
my office. Thanking you in advance for consideration of my request, I remain, 

Sincerel yours, 

Senator, 31 st District 

Enclosure 

cc: Editorial Board - Harrisburg Patriot News 

HFM, Jr.: adb 
s:\correspondence\2001 correspondence\tmi-nrc.doc



Firm asks 
to. move 
crisis unit 
for TMI
Critics say plant's operator 

:,favors . in7-A over safety 

BY BREfT LJiEERMAN.  
OF OUR WASHMNTON BUREAU 

WAsHiNGTON The: emergency 
operations facilitylfor Three Mile Is
land would 'move -roughly 50 mlles 

: from the plant, to a-site that serves the 
Peach Bottom and Limerick nuclear 
plant4, .. ai plarn by T rs operator 
gains approval. . . . .  
.. The-plan also calls for reducing stgff 
positions arid extending. fom 30 to 60 

* minutes the resnsee time required 
for personnel to be in plade.at the cen
.ter If there's an emergency. " 
"The -Nuclear Regulatory Conmnis
sion would have.to appravebthe cons.l
idation and move-to Coatesville.  

State emergency. plWnng. officilisl 
.as wvUllas watchdog groups, are criti
cal of the proposal and saW'th~y..be
lieve, the move is being driven by 
plant operator Exelon Nuclear Corp.'s, 
attempt to cut costs..  
• Exel.on, the-nation's la-gest.operator' 

of nuclear .lants, wants to cut. the-.  
nuniberof emergency planning posi
tionsat-TMI In Londonderry Twp.  
from 21 to.0. and from 16-to 10-each it' 
Peach-Bottom, in southern York Coun
ty, and Limerick, near Philadelphia.  

'Company: officials, however, say the 
cOnsolidation, would b.fi tp.  
Vide .better. trainin and staiidardlze 
operations at the threplants..If ap-.  
proved *by the, NRC--f he- -coznipny 

hopes-to d4 re•po•nsibility for the Oy
ster Creek plant i- New Jersey to its 
combined facilityid Coatesville.  

"We're -going to. a standardized 
emergency plan. for the. ..i..many," 
said Exelon. spokesman• Raph DeSan-.  
tis., 

Exelon- presented its pl•a to the; 
NRC dming a meeting 'at rtheregional 
headquarters -in King of' Prussia• and 
expects to submit a fornal'requestby 
the end of the month. Concerns raised 

- by the NRC andceirtain as ctis f the 
proposal require approval by thefull, 
commission,* but a public hearing is 
notlikely.. -" 

The company- plans to make -the 
changes on-Jan. 2. -. ' .

- Of particular concern to -the NRC is 
the proposed change that would'dou
ble the allowable response time in an 

"See TMI / 2 >ck Page

emerg .... : ."Right now, we have a stal 
""-at. S •g . - g. • oftheart planning facility ot 

,.i• at!* ..- o ý tc•.. .  
".said. NRC ..slkesez -nai .: : side the 10.mile zone. It's we N.CSh een .••' . e -to Mudje a- dedicati 
gu.Ment that* slhc elr , ,r;o . DeSantis aid the plant oper 
rate' offlei are located A in l et . tor pla01s additional staff trat 
neit, e.. ...e • ng on TMI's-reactor.  p snd W.n . uldbe " 

.. ijn frn t ~ '4 Isag ~ cIals als. have.sstafe 44,Cantk a - Atpd, we need to concerns about. the propose 
move and-whether-it-would 

nOrthe aspec. ,f Exelo' aa3?t,. ayfemerge response or ft 

Prlopoal- that would require 
NRC apprO.val Is a.plan-toimove •W -want to make sur 
Thrs tcmimcn supportc there's enough monitoring. p 
from. the plat •sonnel in place V.qulckly mov Sfro~th •tn cotro• V . in case."someidl• - bagý .a 
-another bula tn happens an 
.axelon bifslding O.... .. Ind they dol't have to :coDMe fro•r "PeExelo Cpngojf0 6o'i 66nb somewhere else," said Mar• k 

Sto roo . : H ourne,ý. spokesman for th 
.. Thoý TMPnerm0vania Emeqrge~ncy ar The TM! e 1erMgev * agement. Agen6y*i -,• advat tio•ns faclitY..in Lo~'er:aton .tageobf .4116e currdnt'.tstem i 

i:.o 1 that. t• s. a.lot-.easier to' wal 
plan Th ili~gals 'oses acroasa he* lalltWa tO'commv -,the' Joint Informiation Center ,nlcate0ooirSO iples."tAt issteminates infomtlor BetLeera a t16"the media. and the pbiý ecw .'8 3~o 

during an emergency,. Under 
0E eoproPOe.thngtiifx e .r.w i-no t r 

tion, center would.-emain • 
Lowe'rPat.  , Vw.• t •. .. CL . . -- .  

•Drig° an emerez 9 "emergency.: operati0•" ,ctetei I 
would provide addifional,-•i- tc H I 

theplant and coVmu itfisu .n.a..  • lth faderland staigovem. ': m'a .'
.m e n t s . - .. . - .  

Because of its * .c.t.o ...D 
Santis said, "It 'raemy -doesn't 

.The•-Coatesvgeitedosi• ar to" •: -'".:".t 
makns e . ! o .. -. ch= 

Exalon's'Mid-AtJanti Ve7*al R 
Operating. Gronpr-headquarters -' G " 
in Kennet-Squarh.i ' .  

.'emergency operatios"forthe ..  Peach Bottom and ' Lierick : - n 00 
plantssin.C0 theearly'.'9s% *.I:--. 1 
State emrec officials, 'who.. le, 1~ •bv -C • .e ". m•-.h. .: ...- ut 
hav-e .concrns.. but .the cr-. .  rent proposal, .said tlocaton " : .

basuthdperoe'-d 
But watchdog groups ques- -' .  

ton.the motivs ad argue thatnd O!.CfaeThn . Itys.. Ta: •- ''• 

rvlngteproposaL 
"It demonstrates.the worst " .: .  

aspect of deregulatl6n,",-sai. F " Eric Epstein, president Of TM.  Alert. "In'tje event of an to 
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